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Numb, i. Tuesday, March 20, 1750, 

Cur tamen hoc Rbcttfotius decurrert campo 9 

Per fuem magnnt ejuos Aurunc* fiexit alumn*s 9 

Si vacaty et placidi ratknem admittitisy tdam. JUT^ 

"Why to expatiate in this beaten field, 

Why arms, oft us'd in vain, I mean to wield ; 

If time permit, and candour will attend, 

Some fatisfadtion this eflay may lend. ElphinstON; 

TH E difficulty of the firft addrefs on any new 
occafion, is felt by every man in his tranf- •* 
aSions with the world, and confefled by the 
fettled and regular forms of falutation which necef- 
fity has introduced into all languages. Judgment 
was wearied with the perplexity of being forced upon 
choice, where there was no motive to preference ; 
and it was found convenient that fome eafy method 
of introdu&ion fliould be eftabliflied, which, if it 
wanted the allurement of novelty, might enjoy the 
fecurity of prefcription. 

Terhaps few authors have prefented themfelves 
before the publick, without wifliing that fuch cere- 
monial modes of entrance had been anciently efta- 
bliljiedi as might have freed them from thofe dangers 
Vol, I, & which 
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2 THE RAMBLER. N*i. 

Which .the defirc of pleafing is certain to produce, and 
precluded the vain expedients of foftening cenfure by 
apologies, or rouiing attention by abruptnefe. 

The epick waiters have found the proemial part of 
the poem fuch an addition to their undertaking, that 
they have almoft unanimoufly adopted the firft lines 
of Homer, and the reader needs only be informed 
of the fubjeft, to know in what manner the poem 
will begin. 

But this folemn repetition is hitherto the peculiar 
diftih&ion of heroick poetry ; it has never been legally 
extended to the lower orders of literature, but feems 
to be confidered as an hereditary privilege, to be 
enjoyed only by thofe who claim it from their alli- 
ance to the genius of Homer. 

The rules which the injudicious ufe of this prero- 
gative fuggefted to Horace, may indeed be applied 
to the direction of candidates for inferior fame ; it 
may be proper for all to remember, that they ought 
not to raife expe&ation which it is not in their 
power to fatisfy, and that it is more pleafing to fee 
{moke brightening into flame, than flame finking 
into fmoke. 

This precept has been long received, both from 
regard to the authority of Horace, and its confor- 
mity to the general opinion of the world -> yet there 
have been always fome, that thought it no devia- 
tion from modeity to recommend their own labours, 
and imagined themfelves intitled by indifputable 
merit to an exemption from general reftraints, and 
to elevations not allowed in common life. They, 
perhaps, believed, that when, like ' Thucydides, 
they bequeathed to mankind x&pa U *«» an ejiate 
fcr'ever, it was an additional favour to inform them 
of its value. 

It 
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' It may, indeed, be no lefs dangerous to claim, on 
certain occaflons, too little than too much. There 
is fomething captivating in fpirit and intrepidity, to 
which we often yield, as to a refiftlefs power ; nor 
can he reafonably expect the confidence of others, 
who too apparently diftrufts himfelf. 

' Plutarch, in his enumeration of the various oc- 
cafions, on which a man may without juft offence 
proclaim his own excellencies, has omitted the cafe 
of an author entering the world ; unlefs it may be 
comprehended under his general pofitton, that a man 
may lawfully praife himfelf for thofe qualities wh*-' n 
cannot be known but from his own mouth ; a? #hen . 
he is among ftrangers and can have no otv ortun ity 
of an a&ual exertion of his powers. Ttot the oafe 
of an author is parallel will fcarceY be granted, 
becaufe he neceflarily difcovers ^ degree of his 
merit to his fudges, when iv>*PP ears at his trial. 
Rut it (hould be remembered &** unlefs his Judges 
are inclined to favour hi«-» the Y W,U hardI y be per- 
faaded to hear the cau^* 

In ' love, the flat/ wnicn ^ s tne nea i* with a'de- 
gree of folicitude^xt that of an author, it has been 
held a maxim 1 ^ 2it ^ ucce fs is moft eafily obtained 
by indirect anc * ur M? e rceived approaches ; he who 
too foor^ ro ^ e ^ s n i m ^f a lover, raifes obftacles to 
jy S ^n wiflies, and thofe whom difappointmcnts 
jv^e taught experience, endeavour to conceal their 
paffion till they believe their miftrefs wilhes for the 
difcovery. The fame method, if it were practica- 
ble to writers, would /ave many complaints of the 
feverity of the age, and the caprices of criticifm. 
If a man could gJJde imperceptibly into the favour 
of the publick, and only proclaim his pretenfions 
to literary honours when he is fure of not being 
B z rejedted, 
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reje&ed, he might commence auftior with better 
hopes, as his failings might efcape contempt, 
though he fliall never attain much regard. 

But fince the world fuppofes every man that » 
writes, ambitious of applauie, as fome ladies have 
taught themfelves to believe that every man intends 
love, who expreffes civility, the mifcarriage of any 
endeavour in learning raifes an unbounded contempt, 
indulged by moft minds without fcruple, as an ho- 
neft triumph over unjuit claims, and exorbitant 
^txpe&ations. The artifices of thofe who put them- 
fe)w in this hazardous ftate, have therefore been 
mululA^d in proportion to their fear as well as their 
ambitionv^nd are to be looked upon with more in- 
dulgence, a^hey are incited at once by the two 
great movers oK^e human mind, the deiire of good, 
and the fear of tfu jr or wno can wonder that, 
allured on one ndejwj frightened on the other, 
fome mould endeavours^ gam f avour by bribing 
the judge with an appearaifcl of refpe<a which ^ ey 
do not feel, to excite comW lon by confeffing 
weaknefs of which they are «k convinced, and 
. others to attrad regard by a &ewV openne f s ^j 
magnanimity, by a daring profeffion\r t j le j r own 
deferts, and a publick challenge of n*Sn Urs and 
rewards. \^ 

The oftentatious and haughty difplay of tN™ 
felves has been the ufual refuge of diurnal writeK. 
in vindication of whofe practice it may be faid, that^ 
what it wants in prudence is fupplied by fincerity, 
and who at leaft may plead, that if their boafts de- 
ceive any into the peruial of their performances, 
they defraud them of but little time, 

' SjuideniMf Coruurritur — bora 

McmtntQ dta mm venit, ant vtfhria lata* 

The 
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v The battle join, and, in a moment's flight, 
Death, or a joyful conqueft,ends the fight, Francis. 
The queftion concerning the merit of the day is 
foon decided, and we are not condemned to toil 
through half a folio, to be convinced that the writer 
has broke his promife. 

It is one among many reafons for which I purpofe 
to endeavour the entertainment of my countrymen 
by a fliort efiay on Tueftlay and Saturday, that I 
hope not much to tire thofe whom I (hall not happen 
to pleafe ; and ifl am not commended for the beauty 
of my works, to be at leaft pardoned for their 
brevity. But whether my expectations are rnoft 
fixed on pardon or praife, I think it not neceflai y 
to difcover ; for having accurately weighed the 
reafons for arrogance and fubmiffion, I find them 
fo nearly equiponderant, that my impatience to 
try the event of my firft performance will not fuffer 
me to attend any longer the trepidations of the 

.balance. 

There are, indeed, many conveniencies alrnoft 
peculiar to this method of publication, which may 

.naturally flatter the author, whether he be confident 
or timorous. The man to whom the extent of his 

•knowledge, or the fprightlinefs of his imagination 
has, in his own opinion, already fecured the praifes 
of the world, willingly takes that way of difplay- 
ing his abilities which will fooneft give him an op- 
portunity of hearing the voice of fame ; it heightens 

-his alacrity to think in how many places he (hall 
hear what he is now writing, read with extafies 
to-morrow. He will often pleafe himfelf with 
refle&ing, that the author of a large treatife muft 
proceed with anxiety, left, before the completion of 
his work, the attention of the publick may have 
B 3, changed 
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6 THE RAMBLER. N*j. 

changed its object ; but that he who is confined 
to no fingle topick, may follow the national tafte 
through all its variations, and catch the Aura popu- 
larise the gale of favour, from what point foever it 
fhall blow. 

Nor is the profpe& lefs likely to eafe the doubts" 
of the cautious, and the terrours of the fearful, 
for to fuch the Ihortnefs of every fingle paper is a 
powerful encouragement. He that queftions his 
abilities to arrange the diflimilar parts of an exten- 
five plan, or fears to be loft irt a complicated fyf- 
tem, may yet hope to adjufb a few pages without 
perplexity; and if, when he turns over the repofi- 
tories of his memory, he finds hts collection too 
fmall for a volume, he may yet have enough to 
furnifh out an effay. ^ He that would fear to lay 
out too much time upon an experiment of which 
he knows not the event, perfuades himfelf that a 
few days will mew him what he is to expeft from 
his learning and his genius. If he thinks his own 
judgment not fufficiently enlightened, he may, by 
attending the remarks which every paper will pro- 
duce, reftify his opinions. If he mould with too 
little premeditation encumber himfelf by an un- 
wieldy fubjefr, he can quit it without corifefling his 
ignorance, and pafs to other topicks lefs dangerous, 
or more tradable. And if he finds, with all his in- 
duftry, and all his artifices, that he cannot deferve 
regard, or cannot attain it, he may let the defign 
fall at once, and, without injury to others or him- 
felf, retire to amufements of greater pleafure, or to 
ftudies of better profpeffc. 
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Numb. 2. Saturday, March 24^ 1750. 

Stare loco nefcit, ftreunt veftigia mi He 

Ante fugam, abftnttmque ferit gravis ungula eawpum, 

Statius. 
TV impatient courfer pants in every vein, 
And pawing feenas to beat the diftant plain j. 
Hills, vales, anil floods appear already croft, 
And ere he ftarts> a thoufand fteps are loft. Pops* 

TH AT the mind of man is never fatisfied with 
the obje&s immediately before it, but is al- 
ways breaking away from the prefent moment, and 
lofing itfelf in fchemes of future felicity ; and that 
we forget the proper ufe of the time now in our 
power, to provide for the enjoyment of that which, 
perhaps, may never be granted us, has been fre- 
quently remarked , and as this practice is a com- 
modious fubjeft of raillery to the gay, and of 
declamation to the ferious, it has been ridiculed, 
with all the pleafantry of wit, and exaggerated with 
all the amplifications of rhetorick. Every inftance, 
by which its abfurdity might-appear moft fla- 
grant, has been ftudioufly collefted; it has been 
marked with every epithet of contempt, and all 
the tropes and figures have been called forth 
againft it. 

Cenfure is willingly indulged, becaufe it always 
implies fome fuperiority ; men pleafe themfelves* 
with imagining that they have made a deeper 
fearch, or wider furvey, than others, and detected 
faults and follies, which efcape vulgar obfervation. 
And the pleafure of wantoning in common topicks 
. is fo tempting to a writer, that he cannot eafily 
refign it ; a train of fentiments generally received 
enables him to fhine without labour, and to con.-* 
B 4 quer 
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quer without a conteft. Itis fo eafy to laugh at the 
folly of him who lives only in idea, refufes imme- 
diate eafe for diftant pleafures, and, inftead of enjoy- 
ing the bleflings of life, lets life glide away in pre- 
parations to enjoy them; it affords fuch opportuni- 
ties of triumphant exultation, to exemplify the un- 
certainty of the human ftate, to roufe mortals from 
their dream, £nd inform them of the filent celerity 
of time, that we may believe- authors willing rather 
to tranfmit than examine foe advantageous a princi- 
ple, and more inclined to purfiie a track fo fmooth 
and fo flowery, than attentively fo confider whether 
it leads to truth* 

This quality of looking forward into futurity 
ieems the unavoidable condition of a being, whofe 
motions are gradual, and whofe life is progreffive : 
as his powers are limited, he muft ufe means for the 
attainment of his ends, and intend firft what he per- 
forms laft j as by continual advances from his firft 
ftage of exiftence, he is perpetually varying the 
horizon of his profpe&s, he muft always difcover 
new motives of action, new excitements of fear, 
and allurements of defire. 

The end therefore which at prefent calls forth our. 
efforts, will be found, when it is once gained, to be 
only one of the means to fome remoter end. The 
natural flights of the human mind are not from 
pleafure to pleafure, but from hope to hope. 

He that directs his fteps to a certain point, muft 
frequently turn his eyes to that place which he ftrives 
to reach ; he that undergoes the fatigue of labour, 
muft folace his wearinefs with the contemplation of 
ks reward. In agriculture one of the moil Ample 
and neceflary employments, no man turns up the 
ground but becaine he thinks of the harveft, that 

harveft 



Digitized by 



Google 



N°*. THE RAMBLER. f 

harveft which blights may intercept, which inunda- 
tions may fweep away, or which death or calamity 
may hinder him from reaping- 
1 Yet as few maxims are widely received or long.— 
retained but for fome conformity with truth and 
nature, it mufl: be confefled, that this caution againft 
keeping our view too intent upon remote advan- 
tages is not without its propriety or-ufefulnefe, 
though it may have been recked with too much 
levity, or enforced with too little diftin&ion : fory 
not to fpeak of that vehemence of defire which- 
prefles through right and- wrong to its gratification, 
or that anxious inquietude which is juftly chargeable 
with diftruft of heaven, fubje&s too folemn for 
my prefent purpofe ; it frequently happens that^N 
by indulging early the raptures of fuccefs, we for-/ 
ffet the meafures neceflary to fecure it, and fuffer A 
the imagination to riot in the fruition of fome pof-A 
fible good, till the time of obtaining it has flipped/ 
away. 

There would however be few enterprizes of great 
labour or hazard undertaken, if we had not the 
power of magnifying the advantages which we per- " 
fiiade ourfelves to expeft from them. When the 
knight of La Mancha gravely recounts to his com- 
panion the adventures by which he is to fignalize 
himfelf in fiich a manner that he fliall be fummoned 
to the fupport of empires, folicited to aceept the 
heirefs of die crown which he has preferved, have: 
honours and riches to fcatter about him, and an 
Hland to beftow on his worthy fquire, very few 
readers, amidft their mirth ^ or pity^ can deny 
that they have admitted: vifions of the fame kind ;. 
though they have not, perhaps, expected events 
equally ftrange, or by means equally inadequate. 
B s When, 



Digitized by 



Google 



lo THE RAMBLER. N*« 

When we pity him, we reflecl on our own difap- 
pointments ; and when we laugh, our hearts inform 
us that he is not more ridiculous than ourfelves, ex r 
cepf that he tells what we have only thought. 

The underftandtng of a man, naturally fanguine* 
may, indeed, be eafily vitiated, by the luxurious 
indulgence of hope,, however neceflary to the pro- 
duction of every thing great or excellent, as fome 
plants are deftroyed by too open expofure to that 
fun which gives life and beauty to the vegetable 
World. 

Perhaps no clafc of the human fpecies requires 
• more to be cautioned againflr this anticipation of 
happinefs, than thofe that afpire to the name of 
authors. A man of lively fancy no fooner finds a 
hint moving in his mind, than he makes momenta- 
neous excuriions to the prefs, and to the world, and, 
with a little encouragement from flattery, puflies for- 
ward into future ages, and prognofticates the ho- 
nours to be paid him, when envy is extincl, and fac- 
tion forgptten, and thofe, whom partiality now fuf- 
fers to obfcure him, (hall have given way to. the tri- 
flers of as fhort duration as themfelves- 

Thofe, who have proceeded fo far as to appeal 
to the' tribunal of fucceeding times, are not likely 
to be cured of their infatuation; but all endea- 
vours ought to be ufed for. the prevention of a dif- 
eafe, for which, when it has attained its height,, 
perhaps no remedy will be found in the gardens of 
philofophy, however fhe may boaft her phyfick of 
the mind, her catharticks cf vice,, or lenitives of 
paffion. 

I (hall, therefore, while I am yet but lightlyi 
touched with the fymptoms of the writer's malady* 
endeavour to fortify myfelf againft the infection* 

not 
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not without fome weak hope, that my prefervatives 
may extend their virtue to others,, whofe employ- 
ment expofes them to the fame danger : 

Laudit amort tomes? Sunt eerta piacula, qua te 
Ter pure le&o poterunt recreate Ubclh. 

Is fame your paffion? Wifdom's powerful chafm r 
lf thrice read over, (hall its forcedifarm. Francis.. 

It is the fage advice of Epi&etus, that a man 
fliould accuftom himfelf eften to think of what is 
moft (hocking and terrible, that by fuch refle&ions 
lie may be preferved from too ardent wifhes for 
feeming good, and from too much deje&ion in real- 
evil. 

There is nothing more dreadful to an author than- 
negleft, compared with which reproach, hatred; 
and oppofition, are names of happinefs ; yet this 
worft, this meaneft fate, every one who dares to 
write has reafon to fear. 

J nunc, et verfus tecum mtditare canerot. 

Go now, and meditate thy tuneful lays .Elphinston^ 

It may not be unfit for him who makes a new 
entrance into the lettered* world, fo far to fufpeft 
his own powers, as to believe that he poflibly may 
deferve negleft ; that nature may not have qualified 
him much to enlarge or embelljih knowledge,, noc 
lent him forth intitled by indifputable fuperiority to> 
regulate the conduit of the reft of mankind.;, that,, 
though the world mult b£ granted to be yet in igno- 
rance, he is not deftined to difpel the cloud, nor to* 
fhine out as one of -the luminaries of life. For this 
fufpicion, every catalogue of a library will furnifhu 
diffident reafon; as he will find it crowded with, 
names of men, who, though now forgotten,, were 
once no lefs enterprifing or. confident than himfelf^, 
B- 6 equally 
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equally pleafed with their own produftions, equally 
carefled by their patrons, and flattered by their 
friends. 

But though it fhould happen that an author, is 
capable of excelling, yet his merit may pafs without 
notice, huddled in the variety of things, and thrown 
into the general mifcellany, of life. He that endea- 
vours after fame by writing, folicits the regard 
of a multitude flu&uating in meafures, or immerfed 
in bufinefs, without time for intelle&ual amufe- 
ments - 9 he appeals to judges prepoflefled by paffions, 
or corrupted by prejudices, which preclude their 
approbation of any new performance. Some are 
too indolent to read any thing, till its reputation is 
eftablifhedj others too envious to promote that 
feme which gives them pain by its increafe. What 
is new is oppofed, became moil are unwilling to be 
taught ; and what is known is reje&ed, becaufe it 
is not fufficiently confidered, that men more fre- 
quently require to be reminded than informed. The 
learned are afraid to declare their opinion early, 
left they fhould put their reputation in hazard ; the 
ignorant always imagine themfelves giving fame 
proof of delicacy, when they refufe to be pleafed : 
and he that finds his way to reputation through all 
. fhefe obftrudions, muft acknowledge that he is in- 
debted to other c*ufes befides his induftry, his learn- 
tog, or his wit# 
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Numb. 3. Tuesday, March 27, 1750. 

VlRTUS, refulfa nefcia fordida, 
Jntamnat'ti fulget bonoribus, 
Nee fumtt aut potdt fecura 

Jtrbitrio popular}* aura, liO&t 

Undifappointed in defigns, 
With native honours virtue fhinee j 
Nor takes up pow'r, nor lays it down, • 
As giddy rabbles fm ile or frqwn . E x. P «i N s T O #♦ 

TH E talk of an author is, cither to teach what 
is not known, or to recommend knewn truths 
i>y his manner of adorning them ; either to let new 
light in upon the mind, and open new fcenes to 
the profpe£t, or to vary the drefe and fituation of 
common objects, fo as to give them frefh grace and 
more powerful attractions, to ipread fuch flowers 
over die regions through which the intellect has 
already made its progrefs, as may tempt it to return, 
and take a fecond view of things haftily pafled over 
or negligently regarded. 

Either of thefe labours is very difficult, becaufe 
that they may not be fruitlefs, men muft not only 
be perfuaded of their errors, but reconciled to their 
guide ; they muft not only confefe their ignorance, 
but, what is ftill lefs pleafing, muft allow that he 
from whom they are to learn is more knowing than 
themfelves. 

It might be imagined that fuch an employment 
was in itfelf fufficiently irkibme and hazardous; 
that none would be found fo malevolent as wan- 
- tonly to add weight to the ftone of Sifyphus ; and 
that few endeaVours would be ufed to obftrucl: thole 
advances to reputation, which muft be made at 
fuch an expence of time and thought, with fo great 

hazard 
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hazard in the mifcarriage, and with fo little advan- 
tage from the fuccefs. 

Yet there is a certain race of men, that either 
imagine it their duty, or make it their amufememV 
to hinder the reception of every work of learning, 
or genius, who ftand as cehtinels in the avenues of 
fame, and value themfelves upon giving "Igno- 
rance and Envy the firft notice of a prey. 

To thefe men, who diftinguifh thetrffelves by the 
appellation of Criticks, it is neceflary for a new 
author to find fome means of recommendation. It 
is probable, that the moft malignant of thefe per- 
fecutors might be fomewhat foftened, and pre4- 
vailed on, for a fliort time, to remit their fury:. 
Having for this purpofe confidered many expe- 
dients, I find in the records of ancient times, that 
Argus was' lulled by mufick, and Cerberus 
quieted with a fop ; and am, therefore, inclined to 
believe that modern criticks, who, if they have 
not the eyes, have the watchfulnefs of Argus, and 
can bark as loud as Cerberus, though, perhaps, 
they cannot bite with equal force, might be fub- 
dued by methods of the fame kind. I have heard 
how fome have been pacified with claret and a fup- 
per, and others laid afleep with the foft notes of 
flattery. 

Though the nature of my undertaking gives me 
fufficient reafon to dread the united attacks of this 
virulent generation, yet I have not hitherto per- 
fuaded myfelf to take any meafures for flight or 
treaty.. For I am ia doubt whether they can aft 
againft me by lawful authority, and fufpeft that 
they have prefumed upon a forged commiffion, 
ftiled themfelves the minifters of Criticism, 
without any authentick evidence of delegation, and 

uttered. 
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uttered their own determinations as the decrees of a 
higher judicature. , 

Criticism, from whom they derive their claim 
to decide the fate of writers, was the eldeft daughter 
of Labour and of Truth: fhe was, at her 
birth, committed to the care of Justice, and 
brought up.by her in the palace of Wisdom. Be- 
ing foon diftinguifhed by the celeftials, for her un- 
common qualities,' (he was appointed the governed 
of Fancy, and impowered to beat time te the 
chorus of the Muses, when they fung before the 
throne of Jupiter. 

When the Muses condefcended to viftt this 
lower world, they came accompanied by Criti- 
cism, to whom, upon her defcent from her native 
regions, Justice gave a fcepter, to be carried 
aloft in her right hand, one end of which was tinc- 
tured with ambrofia, and inwreathed with, a golden 
foliage of amaranths and bays ; the other end was 
incircled with cyprefs and poppies, and dipped in 
the waters of oblivion. In her left hand, fhe bore 
an unextinguifhable torch, manufactured by La- 
bour, and lighted by Truth, of which it was 
the particular quality immediately -to fhew every- 
thing in its true form, however it might be difguifed 
to common eyes. Whatever Art could com- 
plicate, or Folly could confound, was, upon 
thefirft gleam of the torch of Truth, exhibited in 
its diftinft parts and original fimplicity ; it darted 
through the labyrinths of fophiftry, and fhewed 
at once all the abfurdities to which they ferved for 
refuge; it pierced through the robes, which rheto- 
jick often fold to falfehood, and detected the difpro^ 
portion of parts^ which artificial veils had been 
contrived to cover, 

7 Thus 
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Thus furniflied for die execution of her office,. 
Criticism came down to furvey the performance* 
of thofe who profefled themfelves the votaries of the 
Muses. Whatever was brought before he/, fhe" 
beheld by the fteady light of the torch of Truth, 
and when her examination had convinced her, that 
the laws of juft writing had been obferved, fhe 
touched it with the amaranthine end of the fcepter,. 
and configned it over to immortality. 

But it more frequently happened, that in the 
works,- which required her infpe&ion, there was 
fome impofture attempted ; that falfe colours were 
laborioufly laid ; that fome fecret inequality was 
found between the words and fentiments, or fome 
diffimilitude of the ideas and the original objeds ; 
that incongruities were linked together, or that fome 
parts were of no ufe but to enlarge the appearance 
of the whole, without contributing to its beauty,, 
folldity, or ufefulnefe. 

Wherever fuch difcoveries were made, and they 
were made whenever thefe faults were committee^ 
Criticism refiifed the touch which conferred the 
fan&ion of immortality, and, when the errors were 
frequent and grofs, reverfed the fcepter, and let 
drops of lethe diftil from the poppies and cyprefs, a 
fatal mildew, which immediately began to wafte the 
work away, till it was at laft totally deftroyed. 

There were fome compofitions brought to the 
teft, in which, when the ftrongeft light was thrown 
tipon diem, their beauties and faults appeared fo 
equally mingled, that Criticism flood with her 
fcepter poifed in her hand, in doubt whether to 
fhed lethe, or ambrofia, upon them. Thefe at laft 
increafed to fo great a number, that fhe was weary 
of attending fuch doubtful claims, and, for fear of 

ufing 
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ufing improperly the fcepter of Justice, referred 
the caufe to be confidered by Time. 

The proceedings of Time, though very dilatory, 
were, fome few caprices excepted, conformable to 
juftice : and many who thought themfelves fecure 
by a fhort forbearance, have funk under his fcythe, 
as they were pofting down with their volumes in 
triumph to futurity. It was obfervable that fome 
weredeftroyed by little and little, and others cruflied 
for ever by a fingleblow. 

Criticism having long kept her eye fixed ftea-> 
dily upon Time, was at laft fo well fatisfied with 
his conduit, that fhe withdrew from the earth 
with her patronefs Astrea, and left Prejudice 
and False Taste to ravage at large as die aflb- 
ciates of Fraud and Mischief ; contenting her- 
felf thenceforth to fhed her influence from afar upon 
fome deleft minds, fitted for its reception by learn- 
ing and by virtue. 

Before her departure ihe broke her fcepter, of 
- which the fhivers, that formed the ambrofiaj end, 
were caught up by Flattery, and thofe that had 
been infedted with the waters of lethe were, with 
equal hafte, feized by Malevolence. The fol- 
lowers of Flattery, to whom (he diftributed her 
part of the fcepter," neither had nor defired light, but 
touched indiscriminately whatever Power or In- 
terest bappened r to exhibit. The companions of 
Malevolence were fupplied by the Furies 
with a torch, which had this quality peculiar to in- 
fernal luftre, that its light fell only upon faults. 
No light, but rather darknefs viJibU 
Serv'd^ only to difcover fights of wot* 

With thefe fragments of authority, the flaves of 
Flattery and Malevolence marched out, at 

the 
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the command of their miftrefles, to confer immor- 
tality, or condemn to oblivion. But the fcepter 
had now loft its power ;• and Time panes his fen- 
tence at leifure, without any regard to their deter- 
minations. 

Numb. 4. Saturday, Matxk 31, 1750. 

Simul et jucunda et idonea dicer e Vita. HO** 

And join both profit and delight in one. Creech. 

THE works of fi&ion, with which the pre^- 
fent generation feems more particularly de- 
lighted, are fuch as exhibit life in its true Itate, 
diverfified only by accidents that daily happen in 
the w^rjxl, and influenced by paflions and qualities 
which are rgaJty to be found in" converfing with 
mankind. 

This kind of writing may be termed not im- 
properly the comedy of romance, and is to be con- 
duced nearly by the rules of comick poetry. Its ' 
province is to bring about natural events by eafy 
means, and to keep up curiofity without the help 
of wonder: it is therefore precluded from the 
machines and expedients of the heroick romance, 
and can neither employ giants to fnatch away a 
lady from the nuptial rites, nor knight^ to bring 
her back from captivity ; it can neither bewilder its 
perfonages in deferts, nor lodge them in imaginary 
caftles.. 

I remember a remark made by Scaliger upon 
Pontanus, that all his writings are filled with the 
lame images ; and that if you take from him his 
lilies and his rofes, his fatyrs and his dryads, he 

will 
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will have nothing left that can be called poetry. In 
like njanner, almoft all the fi&ions of the laft age 
ivill vanifh, if you deprive them of a hermit and a 
wood* a battle and a (hipwr ^ck. 

Why this wildftrain of imagination found recep- 
tion fo long, in polite and learned ages, it is not 
. eafy to conceive ; but we cannot wonder that while 
readers could be procured, the authors were willing 
to continue it ; for when a man had by practice 
gained feme fluency of language, he had no further 
care than to retire to his clofet, let loofe his" inven- 
tion, and-heathfc mind with incredibilities; a book 
was thus produced without fear of criticifm, with- 
out the toil of ftudy, without knowledge of nature, 
or acquaintance with life. 

The tafk of jour prefent writers is very different ; 
it requires, together with that learning which is to 
be gained from books, that eaqawience which can 
never be attained by folitary diligence, but muft 
arife from general converfe and accurate obferva- 
tion of the liying^wQrJd^ Their performances 
; have, as Horace exprefles it, plus oneris quantum 
1 venia minus, little indulgence, and therefore more 
difficulty. They are engaged in portraits of which 
every one knows the original, and can detect any 
deviation from exa&nefs of refemblance. Other 
writings are fafe, except, from the malice of learn- 
ing, .but thefe are in danger from every common 
reader ; as the flipper ill executed was cenfured by a 
fhoemaker who happened to ftop in his way at the 
Venus of Apelles. 

But the fear of not being approved as juft com- 
pters of humar^ manners, is not the moft import- 
ant concern that an author of this fort ought to 
have before him. Thefe books are witten chiefly 

to 
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f to the young, the ignorant, and the idle, to whom 
\ they ferve as lectures of conduft, and introductions 
. into life. They are the entertainment of minds an- 
fyrnifhed with ideas, and therefore eafilyfufceptible of 
impreffions; notiixed by principles, and therefore 
eafily following the current of fancy ; not informed 
by experience, and confequently open to every falfe 
iuggeftion and partial account* 

That the higheft degree of reverence fhould be 
' paid to youth, and that nothing indecent fhould be 
fuftered to approach their eyes or ears ; are precepts 
•extorted by fenfe and virtue from an ancient 
-writer, by no means eminent for chaftity of 
rtEought. The fame kind, though not the fame de- 
gree of caution, is required in every thing which 
•is laid before them, to fecujre them from unjuft pre- 
judices, peryerfe opinions, and incongruous combi- 
h nations of images. 

In the romances formerly written, every tranf- 
action and fentiment was fo remote from all that 
pafles among men, that the reader was in very 
little danger of making any applications to himfelf j 
the virtues and crimes were equally beyond his 
fphere of activity; and he amufed himfelf with 
heroes and with traitors, deliverers and perfecutors, 
as with beings of another fpecies, whofe actions* 
were regulated upon motives of their own, and who 
had neither faults nor excellencies in common with 
himfelf. 

But when an adventurer is levelled with the reft 
of the world, and acls in fuch fcenes of the uni- 
serial drama, as may be the lot of any other man ; 
young fpeftators fix their eyes upon him with 
clofer attention, and hope, by obferving his be- 
haviour 
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h&vipur and fuccefe, to regulate their own practices, 
when they fhall be engaged in the like part. 

For this reafon thefe familiar hiftories may per- 
haps be made of greater ufe than die folemnities 
of profeffed morality, and convey die knowledge of 
vice and virtue with more efficacy than axidms and 
definitions. But if the power of example is fo great, 
as to take pofleflion of the memory by a kind of 
violence, and produce effects almoft without the in- . 
tervention of the will, care ought to be taken, that* 
when the choice is unreftrained,- the beft examples 
only mould be exhibited ; and that which is likely to 
operate fo ftrongly, ftiould not be mifchievous or 
uncertain in its effects. 

The chief advantage which thefe fictions have 
over real life is, that their authors are at liberty, 
though not to invent, yet to felect objects, and to 
cull from the mafs of mankind, thofe individuals 
upon which the attention ought moft to be employ- 
ed ; as a diamond, though it cannot be made, may 
be polifhed by art, and placed in fuch a fituation, as 
to difplay thatluftre which before was buried among 
common ftones. 
^ It is juftly confidered as the greateft excellency of 1 
I art, to imitate nature ; but it is neceflary to diftin- 
1 guifli thofe parts of nature, which are moft proper 
» for imitation : greater care is^.ftill required in repre- 
fcnting life, which is fo often difcoloured by paffion, * 
or deformed by wickednefs. If the world be pro- 
mifcuoufly defcribed, I cannet fee of what ufe it can 
be to read the account : or why it may not be as 
v fafe to \ turn the eye immediately upon mankind as 
\ upon a mirrour which (hows all that prefents itfelf 
\ without difcrimination. 

S It 
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I It is therefore not a fufficient vindication of a 

Icharaaer, that it is drawn as it appears, for many. 

'charadiers ought never to be drawn ; nor of a nar- 
rative, that the train of events is agreeable to ob- 
fervation and experience, for that obfervation which 
is called knowledge of the world will be found 
much more frequently to make men cunning than 
good. The purpofe of thefe writings is furely not 
only to (how mankind, but to provide that they 
may "be feen hereafter with lefs hazard ; to teach 
the means of avoiding the {hares which are laid by 
Treachery for Innocence, without infufing 
any wifli for that fuperiority with which the be- 
trayer flatters his vanity ; to give the power of coun- 
tera&ing fraud, without the temptation to pra&ife 
it • to initiate youth by -mock encounters in the art 
of neceflary defence, and to encreafe prudence with- 
out impairing virtue. 

Many writers, for the fake of following nature, fo 
mingle good and bad qualities in their principal per- 
fonages, that they are both equally conspicuous ; 
and as we accompany them through their adven- 
tures with delight, and are led by degrees to intereft 
ourfelves in their favour, we lofe the abhorrrence of 
their faults, becaufe they do not hinder our pleafure, 
or, perhaps, regard them with fome kindnefs for 
being united with fo, much merit. 

There have been men indeed fplendidly wick- 
ed, whofe endowments threw a brightpefs on 
their crimes, and whom fcarce any villainy made 

• perfeftly deteftable, becaufe they never could he 
wholly divefted of their excellencies ; but fuch 
have been in aH ages the great corrupters of the 
world, and their refemblance ought no mo* to 

be 
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he preferred, than the art of murdering without 
pain. 

Some have advanced, without due attention to 
the confequences of this notion, that certain vir- 
tues have their correfpondent faults, and therefore 
that to exhibit either apart is to deviate from pro- 
bability. Thus men are obferved by Swift to be 
" grateful in the fame degree as they are refent- 
" fill." This principle, with others of the fame 
kind, fuppofes man to a& from a brute impulfe,* 
and purfue a certain degree of inclination, without; 
any choice of the object ; for, otherwife, though \ 
it (hould be allowed that gratitude and refentment s 
arife from the fame conftitution of the paiSons, 
it follows not that they will be equally indulged 
when reafon is confulted ; yet unlefs that confe- 
quence be admitted, this fagacious maxim becomes 
an empty found, without any relation to practice or 
to life. 

Nor is it' evident, that even the firft motions to 
thefe effeSs are always in the fame proportion. For 
pride, which produces quicknefc of refentment, 
will obftrudl: gratitude, by unwillingnefc to admit 
that inferiority which obligation implies ; and it is 
very unlikely, that he who cannot think he receives 
a favour, will acknowledge or repay it. 

It is of the utmoft importance to mankind, that 
pofilions of this tendency fhould be laid open and 
confuted; for while men confider good and evil 
as fpringing from the fame root, they will fpare 
the one for the lake of the other, and in judging, 
if not of others at leaft of themfelves, will be apt 
to eftimate their virtues by their vices. % To this 
fetal error all thofe will contribute, who confound 
the colours of right and wrong, and, inftead of 

helping 
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. helping to fettle their boundaries, mix them with fo 
Hluch art, that no common mind is able to difunite/ 
"' them, ' 

In narratives, where hiftorical veracity has ho 
place; I cannot difcover why there fhould not be 
exhibited the moft perfeft idea of virtue ; of vir- 
tue not angelical, nor above probability, for what 
we cannot credit we ftiall never imitate, but the 
higheft and pureft that humanity can reach, which* 
exercifed in fuch trials as the various revolutions 
of things {hall bring upon it, may, by conquer- 
ing tome calamities, and enduring others, teach 
us what we may hope* and what we can perform. 
^ Vice, for vice is neceffary to be lhewn, fhould al- 
'; ways difguft ; nor fhould the graces of gaiety, or 
■ the dignity of courage, be fo united with it, as 
to reconcile it to the mind, * Wherever it appears, 
it fliould raife hatred by the malignity of its prac- 
tices, and contempt by the meannels of its ftra- 
tagems.j for while it is fupported by either parts 
o*fpirit, it will be feldom heartily abhorred. The 
Roman tyrant was content to be hated, if he was 
but feared ; and there are thoufands of the readers 
- of romances willing to be thought wicked, if they 
may be allowed to be* wits. It is therefore., to be 
fteadily inculcated, that virtue is the higheft proof of 
underftanding, and the only folid bafis of greatnefs ; 
and; that" vice is the natural confequence of nar- 
row thoughts j that it begins in miftake, and ends ia 
ignominy* 
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J5f nunc omnii ager, nunc tariff f far tut it drbol. 
^ftuncfrondentfilt'*, nunc fortrtofiffimut a*nut. Vlfco. 

Now ev'ry field, now ev'ry tree is green ; 

Now genial nature's faireft face is feen. £ l p ju n 8 x Otf* 

EV E RY man is fufficiently discontented . with " 
fome circumftances of his prefent ftate, to 
fiiflfer his imagination to range more or lefs in queft 
of future happmefs, ar\d to fix upon fonre point 
' of time, in which, by the removal of the mcon- 
'venience which now perplexes him, or acquifi- 
tion of the advantage which he at prefent • wants, 
he fliall find the condition of his life- very much 
improved. 

When this time, xtfhtch is too often expected 
with great impatience, at laft arrives, it generally 
comes without the bleffing for which it was defir- 
•ed y but we fobce oifrfelves« with fome new pro- 
* ipe&, and prefs forward again with equal eager- 
nefs. 

It is hieky for a r/tan^in whom this temper pre- 
vails, when he* turns his hopes upbn things wholly 
- out of his own power; fince he forbears then to 
precipitate his affairs, for the fake of the great event 
that is to complete his felicity, and waits for the 
blttsful hour with lefs negledt of the meafures necef- 
fery to be taken in the mean time. 

■ I have long* known a perfon of this temper, who 

indulged his dream of happinefs with lefs hurt to 

*Wmfelf than fuch chimerical wifhes commohly pro- - 

"duce, and adjufted his fcheme with fuch addrefs, 

that his hopes were in full b\oom three parts of the 

year, and in" the other- part never wholly blafted. 

Vol. I* C Many, 
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Many, perhaps, would be defirous of learning by 
what means he procured to' himfelf fuch a cheap 
and lafting fatisfa&ion. It was gained by a conftant 
practice of referring the removal of all his uneafi- 
nefs to the coming of the next fpring; if his health 
was impaired, the fpring would reftore it ; if what 
he wanted was at a high price, it would fall its va- 
lue in the fpring. 

The fpring indeed did often come without any 
of thefe effects, but he was always certain that the 
next would be more propitious ; nor was ever con- 
vinced, that the prefent fpring would fail him befoae 
the middle of fummer ; for he always talked of the 
fpring as coming till it_was paft, and when it was 
once paft, every one agreed with him that it was 
coming. 

By long converfe with this "man, I am, perhaps, 
brought to feel immoderate pleafure in the contem- 
plation of this delightful feafon ; but I have the fa- 
tisfaction of finding many, whom it can be no 
fhame to refemble, infected with the fame enthu- 
liafm ; for there is, I believe, fcarce any poet of 
eminence, who has not left fome teftimony of his 
fondnefs for the flowers, the zephyrs, and the 
warblers of the fpring. Nor has the moft luxuriant 
imagination been able to defcribe the ferenity and 
happinefs of the golden age, otherwife than by giving 
a perpetual fpring, as the higheft reward of uncor- 
rupted innocence. 

There is, indeed, fomething inexpreffibly pleafing 
In the annual renovation of the world, and the new 
difplay of the treafures of nature. The cold and 
darknefs of winter, with the naked deformity of 
every object on which we turn our eyes, make us 
rejoice at the fucceeding feafon, as well for what 
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we have efcaped, as for what we may enjoy; 
and every budding flower, which a warm fitua- 
tion brings early to our view, is confidered by us 
as a meflfcnger to notify the approach of more joy- 
ous days. 

The Spring affords to a mind, fo free from the 
difturbance of cares or paflions as to be vacant to 
calm amufements, almoft every thing that our pre- 
sent ftate makes us capable of enjoying. The varie- 
gated verdure of the fields and woods, the fucceffion 
of grateful odours, the voice of pleafure pouring 
out its notes on every fide, with the gladnefs appa- 
rently conceived by every animal, from the growth 
of his food, and the clemency of the weather, 
throw over the whole earth an air of gaiety, fignifi- 
cantly expreffed by the fmile of nature. 

Yet there are men to whom thefe fcenes are able 

to give no delight, and who hurry away from all the 

varieties of rural beauty, to lofe their hours and di- 

' vert their thoughts by cards, or aflemblies, a tavern 

dinner, or the prattle of the day. 

It may be laid down as a pofition which will fel- 
dom deceive, that when a man cannot bear his own 
company there is fomething wrong. He muft fly 
from himfelf, either becaufe he feels a tedioufnefe in 
life from the equipoife of an empty mind, which, 
having no tendency to one motion more than an- 
other but as it i^ impelled by fome external power, 
muft always have recourfe to foreign objects; or 
* he muft be afraid of the intrufion of fome unpleafing 
ideas, and, perhaps, is ftruggling to efcape from the 
remembrance of a lofs, the fear of a calamity, or 
fome other thought of greater horror* 

Thofe whom forrow incapacitates to enjoy the 

pleafures of contemplation, may properly apply 
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'to fuch diverfions, provided they are innocent, as 
lay ftrong hold on the attention ; and thofe, whom 
, fear of arty future affli&ion chains down to mifery, 
liftuft endeavour to Obviate the danger. 
- .My confiderations fliall, on this. occafion, : be 
turned on fuch as are burdenfome. to-themfelves 
merely becaufe. they want fu)>je<£ts forr refle&ion, 
and to whom the volume of nature is thrown open, 
.without affording therti jrfeafure. or inftru&ion, be- 
caufe they never learned to read the characters. 

A French author has advanced this feemipg pa- 
radox, that very few men know how to take a walk j 
vand, indeed, it is true, that few know how to take 
41 walk with a profpe£r. of any other pleafure, than 
die fame company would have afforded ^hem at 
>home. 

There tare animals that borrow their c6Ioof : fro«i 
;the neighbouring body, and confequerrtjy-vary their 
.tale as they happen to. change their place. In like 
.manner it ought -to -be . the endeavour of evepy 
man to derive his-refleflions*from4he ojbje&s about 
him ; for it is to no purpofe that he alters his pofi- 
,tion, if has attention. continues fixed ta the fame 
point. The mind fhoaild be .kept, open to the ac- 
*:efs of every new- idea, .and fo far diftngaged from 
the predominance of particular • thoughts as eafi- 
ly to accommodate . itfelf. to occafional entertain- 
ment. 

A man that has formed this habit of turning 
&very new object to his entertainment, finds in the 
- productions of nature an inexhauitible ftopk of 
materials upon which he can employ himfelfi 
without any temptations to envy or malevolence ; 
faults, perhaps, feldom totally avoided by thofe, . 
whofe judgment is much exercifed upon the works 
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of art. He, has always a Certain prpfpeft of difco- 
veririg new reafons.for adoring the Sovereign Au- 
thor of the uniyerfe, and probable hopes of making 
fome difcovery of benefit to others, or of profit to 
himfelf* There is no doubt but many vegetables • 
and animals have qualities that might be of great 
ufe, to. the, knowledge of which, there is not required 
much, force of penetration, or fatigue of ftudy, 
but. only frequent experiments, and dole atten- 
tions What is faid by the chemifts of their darling 
mercury, is, .perhaps, true of every body through 
the whole creation, th#t^ if a thoufend lives (hould 
be fpent upon, it, -all its. properties would not be 
found out*. 

Mankind tnuft neceflarily be diverfified by vari- 
q*15 r tafte% finee life .aflW^and requires fuchmul-* 
tipUcity of employments, and a nation of natujjaliftfc 
i^neitrir. to be taopjed, 05 dgfired ^ but it. is furer^, 
qpt improper to point ou£. &.. imfa . amu^ment to . 
t$pfe who l^iguiib in healjh > «and repine in pljjrtfy* 
for want of fome foucce of diverfion * that may be . 
lefs eafdy .exhaufted, .and tp inform, the multitudes 
of both fexes, who are burthened with every new . 
day, that there, .are. many fliows which they have 
not (sen. ^ 

He thit enlarges his curiofity after the works of 
nature, demonftrably multiplies the inlets to hap* 
pinefe.; and, therefore, the younger part of my. 
readers, to whom I dedicate this vernal fpecula- 
tion, muft excufe me for calling upon them, to 
make ufe at oncexif the fpring of the year, and the 
fpring of life ; to acquire, while their minds may. 
lie yet imprefled with new images, a love of inno- 
cent pleafures, and an ardour for ufeful know- 
ledge^ and to remember, that a blighted fpring 
C 3 «gakes 
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makes a barren year, and that the vernal flowers, 
however beautiful and gay, are only intended by 
. nature as preparatives to autumnal fruits. 



Numb, 6. Saturday, April 7, 1750. 

Strenua nes exereet inertia, naw'ka atque 
* Sluadrigis petimus bene vivere : quod pet is, bicefi\ j 

• Eft Ulubrity animus* Ji te nen deficit arquu*. , HQ1b# 

A&ive in indolence, abroad we roam 
In queft of happinefs, which, dwells. at home: 
With vain purfuits fatigu'd, at length you'll fin4* 
No place excludes it from an equal mind . E L P H 1 N s T o if » 

THAT man fhould never fuffer his happinefr 
to depend upon external circumftances, is one 
of the chief precepts of the Stoical philofophy ; a * 
precept, indeed, which that lofty fe£t has extended • 
beyond the condition of human life, and in which 
fome of them feem to have comprifed an utter exclu- 
fion of all corporal pain and pleafure from the regard 
or attention of a wife man. 

Such faptentia infaniens^ as Horace calls the doc- 
trine of another fe& y fuch extravagance of philojb- * 
phy, can'want neither authority nor argument for 
its confutation : it is overthrown by the experience ' 
of every hour, and the powers of nature rife up 
againft it. But we may very properly enquire,. 
how near to this exalted ftate it is in our power to 
approach, how far we can exempt ourfelves front 
outward influences, and fecure to our minds a ftate 
of tranquillity : for, though the boaft of abfolute in- 
dependence is ridiculous and vain, yet a mean flexi- 
bility to every impulfe, and a patient fubmiffion to 
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the tyranny of cafual troubles, is below the dignity 
of that mind, which, however deraved or weak- 
ened, boafts its derivation from a celeftial original, 
and hopes for an union "with infinite goodnefc, and 
unvariable felicity. 

JV? writs pejora fovtns 

Propritm dtferat ortum. 
Unlefs the foul, to vice a thrall, 
Defert her own original. 

The neceflity of erecting ourfelves to fome degree 
of intelle&ual dignity, and of preferring refources - 
of pleafure, which may not be wholly at the mercy 
of accident, is never more apparent than when we 
turn our eyes upon thofe whom fortune has let loofe * 
to their own conduit j who, not being chained 
down by their condition to a regular and ftated allot- 
. ment of their hours, are obliged to find themfelves - 
bufinefe or diverfton, and having nothing within 
that can entertain or employ them, are compelled to 
try all the arts of deftroyirig time. 

The numberlefe expedients pra&ifed by this claft 
of mortals to alleviate the burthen of life, is not . 
lefs fhameful, nor, perhaps, much lefs pitiable, than 
thofe to which a trader on the edge of bankruptcy 
is reduced. I have feen melancholy overfpread a - 
whole family at the difappointment of a party for 
cards ; and when, after the propofal of a thoufand ~ 
fchemes, and the difpatch of the footmen upon a 
hundred meflages, they have fubmitted, with gloomy 
refignation, to the misfortune of paiiing one even- 
ing in converfetion with each other, on a fudden, 
fuch are the revolutions of the world,, an -unexpected 
vifitor has brought them relief, acceptable as provi- 
fion to a ftarving city, and enabled them to hold out 
till the next day. . • 
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The general remedy of thofe, who are urteafy, 
without knowing the caufe, isichange of place ; .they ■ 
are willing to imagine that their pain is the confe- 
quence of fome local inconvenience, and endeavour, 
to fly frotfi it, as children from their fhadows ; al- 
ways hoping for fome more fatisfa&ory.delight from 
every new fcene, and always returning, home with... 
difa'ppointmentand complaints. 

Who can look upon this kind of infatuation, with- 
out reflc&ing on thofe that fufer.u^der the dreadful . 
fymptom,of canine madnofs, termed by phy(kians>. 
the dread of water ? Thefe miferable wretches, un- 
able to drink,' though buming.with thirft^ are fome* . 
times knowp to try various contortions,^ inclina- 
tions of. the- body, flattering themfelves. that. they r 
canfwaHsw/iivjone pofture thatliqt^or^ wWctuthey r "- 
find in another to repel their lips* 

Yet fuc^ folly, is.nat peculiar t^d^thDugktle&«. 
igpopant,-but. fometimes fejzes. . thofe -nuiids which . 
feem moff exempted fixm- it;, byythe^ variety of at«-._ . 
tai*wnent8>. qcicfcpefe of penetratioa, or.feverity of 
judgment; anfl^ indeed,-the pride of wit-and knew— 
ledge is often mortified by ; findiag that they confer 
no fecurity;agfJnft thfc common errors* which mklead 
the weajceft and rAeaaeft of mankind., 

Thefe reflexions arofe in my mind upon the re- 
membrance of a paflage in Cowley's preface to his 
poems, where, however exalted by genius* anden*. 
larged by ftudy, he informs us of a fcheme of hap- 
pinefc to which the imagination of a gijrl upon the 
lofsof her firft lover, could have fcarcely given way j 
but which he feeifts to have indulged,, till he had 
totally forgotten its- abfurdity, and would probably 
have put in^xp^ijtion, had he been hindered only by 
to reafon. 

« My, 
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c My defire,' fays he, * has been for fomc years 
' paft, though the execution has been accidentally 
'diverted, and does ftill vehemently continue, to 
' retire myfelf to feme of our American planta- 

* tions, not to, feek for gold, or enrich myfelf with 

* the trafficlcof. thofe parts, which is the end of 

* taoft men that travel thither.? but. to forfake this. 

4 World for ever, jvith all the vanities an<l venations ■• 
' df it, fmdto bury.rnyfelf there in ipme obfcure rp- 
' treaty, but not without the ronfolatibaof letters andji 
c tjfeilofophy/ 

Such was the chimerical provision which Cow-o 
ley had made, in his own mind, for the quiet of " 
his remaining life, and which he feems to recom- 
mend to pofterity,, fince there is no other reafim... 
for difclofing jt.. Surely no ftronger inftance can., 
be given .of >a. perfuafion . that content was 4ic 
inhabitants of* 1 particular , regions, and that a»i 
man might fet fail with a fair wind, and leave 
behind him all, his cares,,, incumbrances, anil 
calamities. . 

If he travelled fa far -with no other purpofethan * 
to bury himfelfinfome obfcure retreat^ he might have 
found, in his* own country^ innumerable coverts. 
Efficiently xiark .to have concealed the genius of > 
Cowley 5 for ..whatever miglit Jbe his opinion o£- 
the. importunity with which he might be fummon- 
ed back into publick life, a ihort experience would 
hive convinced him, that privation & eafier than. 
acquifition,.aqd that it would require little continu- 
ance to free himfelf from the intrufion of the world* 
There is pride enough in die human heart to pre- 
vent much defire of acquaintance with & man, by 
whom we are fure to be negle&ed, however his 
reputation for fcience or virtue may excite out, . 
C 5 curiofity_y 
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cUriofity or efteem ; fo that the lover of retirement 
needs not be afraid left the refpeft of ftrangers 
fhould overwhelm him with vifits. Even thofe to 
whom he has formerly been known will very pa- 
tiently fupport his abfence when they have tried a 
little to live without him, and found new diver- 
fions for thofe moments which his company con- 
tributed to exhilarate. 

It was, perhaps, ordained by Providence, to 
hinder us from tyrannifing over one another, that 
no individual {hould be of fuch importance, as to 
caufe, by his retirement or death, any chafm in 
die world. And Cowley had converged to little 
purpofe with mankind, if he had never remarked, 
how foon the ufeful friend, the gay companion, 
and the favoured lover, when once they are re- 
moved from before, the fight, give way to the fuc- 
ceffion of new obje&s. 

The privacy, therefore, of his hermitage might 
have been iafe enough. from violation, though he 
had chofen it within the limits of his native ifland ;. 
he might have found here prefervatives again!! the 
vanities and vexations of the world, not lefs effica- 
cious than thofe which the woods or fields of. 
America could afford him : but . having once his 
mind imbrttered with difguft, he conceived it im- 
poffible to be far enough from the caufe of his, 
uneafinefe; and was.pofling away with the expe- 
dition of a coward* who, for want of venturing to. 
look behind him, thinks the enemy perpetually at 
his heels. 

Whfen he was interrupted by company, or fa-, 
tigued with.bufinefe, he fo ftrongly imaged ta 
himfelf the happinefe of leifure and retreat, that 
be determined to eujpy them for the future without 

interruption, 
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interruption, and to exclude for ever all that could 
deprive him of his darling fatisfa&ion. He forgot, 
in the vehemence of defire, that folitude and quiet 
owe their pleafures to thofe miferies, which he was 
fo ftudious to obviate -, for iuch are the viciflitudes of 
the world,, through all its parts, that day and night, 
labour and reft, hurry and retirement, endear each 
other ; fuch are the changes that keep the mind in 
action; we defire, we purfue, we obtain, we are 
fatiated ; we defire fomething elfe, and begin a new 
purfuit. 

If he had proceeded- in his project and fixed hi* 
habitation in the moll delightful part of the new 
world, it may be .doubted, whether his diftance 
from the vanities of life would have enabled him to 
keep away the vexations. It is cpmmon for a man* 
who feels pain, to fancy that he could bear it tetter 
in any other part. Cowley liaving known the trou- 
bles and perplexities of a particular condition* 
readily perfuaded himfelf that nothing worfe was. to- 
be found, and that every alteration would bring, 
fome improvement -, he never fufpecled that the 
caufe of his unhappinefs was within, that his own 
pafiions were not fuificiently regulated, and that he 
was harafled by h\p own impatience, which could 
never be without fomething to awaken it, would 
accompany him over the fea, and find its way to 
his American elyfium. He would, upon the trial, 
have been foon convinced, that the fountain of. 
content muft fpring up in the mind ; and that he, 
who has fo little knowledge of human nature, as 
to feek happinefs by changing any thing, buthia 
own difpofitions, will.wafte his life in fruitlefs ef- 
forts, and multiply the griefs which he purpofes to 
remove* 
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( qui ftrfttua mundum ration* guberttas, 
Terr arum ceelique fat or ! 
Disjice ttrrena nebulas & fender a. molis, 
Atqve tuo fplendore mica ! Tu namque ferenun:, 
Tu riquks tranquiUa pits. 7V cer/ure, fnis, 
Priitcipivm, w&or, dux,femita, terminus, idem, BOETKKJr* 

Othou whofc pow'r o'er moving worlds prefides, 
Whofe voice created, and whofe wifdom guides, 
On darkling man in pure effulgence fluRe, 
And chear the clouded mind with light divine. 
*Ti$ thine alone to calm the pious breaft 
With-filent confidence and- holy reft ; 
From thee, great God, we fpring, to thee we tend,'. 
Path, motive, guide, original, and-end. 

THE love of -Retirement has, in all ages,^ 
adhered clofely to thofe minds; which tore 
Ifeen moft enlarged by knowledge, or elevated by 
genius. Thofe who enjoyed every thing generally , 
ftippofbd to confer, happinefs, have been forced to 
jeek it in the (hades of privacy. Though theyy 
poflefledbbth power and riches, and were, there- 
fore, furrounded by, men, who confidered it as • 
their chifef intereft to remove from them every things 
that might offend their eafe,~or interrupt their plea- 
fore,- they have foon felt the languors of fatiety, . 
and found themfelves unable to purfiie the race of . 
life' without frequent refpiratiom of intermediate . 
folitude. 

To produce this difpofition nothing appears r^ 
qutfitebut quick fenfibility, and active imagination ; 
for, though not devoted to virtue, or fcience, the 
man, whofe faculties enable hhn to make ready, 
companions of the prefent with the paft,. will find 
fuch a conftant recurrence of the lame ptarfbrea 
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and troubles, the feme expeditions and difappointw 
ments, that he will gladly {hatch an hour of retreat* , 
to let his thoughts expatiate at large, and feek for 
that variety in his own ideas, which the objects of . 
fenfe cannot afford lain. . 

Nor will greatnejs,jor abundance, exempt him 
from the importunities of this defire, fince, if he is 
born to think, he cannot reftrain himfelf from a 
thoufand enquiries and fpeculations, .which he muft 
purfue by his own reafon,? and which the fplendour 
of his condition, can only hinder ; for thofe who are 
moft exalted above dependance or controul, are yet - 
condemned to pay fo large a tribute of their time to « 
cuftom, ceremony* and popularity, that, according., 
to the Greek proverb, no man iiuhc houfc is more a 
flave than the mafter. 

When a king afked Euclid the mathematician, , 
whether he could not explain, his. art to him in a 
more compendious manner? h* wasanfwened, that 
there was no royal way to geometry v . Other things 
may be feized by might, or purchafed with money, , 
but knowledge, is to be gained only by ftudy, and 
ftudy to be profecuted only in retirement. 

Thefe are fome of the motives which have had > 
power to fequefter kings and heroes from the crowds . 
that foothed them with flatteries,, or infpirited them ■- 
with acclamations ; but tlieir efficacy .feems coa- 
fiaed to the higher mind, and to operate little upon <■ 
the common claffes of mankind, to whofe concep- 
tions the prefentaflemblagp of things, is adequate,^ 
and who feklom range. beyond thofe. entertainments 
and vexations, .which folicit their attention by preff. 
ing on their .fenfes; . 

But there is. aa univerlal reafon for fome ftated • 
Utervals of feiiftide,<wfaicb the iaftitirtions of tfao 
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church call upon me, now efpecially to mention ; a* 
reafon, which extends as wide as moral duty, or the 
hopes of divine favour in a future ftate ; and which 
ought to influence all ranks of life, and all degrees 
of intellect j fince none can imagine themfelves -not 
comprehended in its obligation, but fiich as deter- 
mine to fet their Maker at defiance by obftinate 
wickednefs, or whofe enthufiaftick fecurity of his ap- 
probation places them above external ordinances, 
and all human means of improvement. 

The great talk of him, who condu&s his life by 
the, precepts of religion, is to make the future pre- 
dominate over the prefent, to imprefs upon his. 
. mind fo ftrong a fenfe of the importance of obe- 
dience to the divine will, of the value of the re- 
ward promifed to virtue, and the terrors of the 
punifhment denounced againft crimes, as may 
overbear all the temptations which temporal hope 
or fear can bring in his way, and enable him tQ bid 
equal- defiance to joy and forrow, to turn away at 
one time from the allurements of ambition, and 
pu(h forward at another againft the threats of 
calamity. . 

It is not without reafon that the apoftle reprefents 
our pafTage thrpugh this ftage of our exiftence by 
images drawn from the alarms and folicitude of a 
military life j for we are placed in fuch a ftate, that 
almoft every thing about us confpi res, againft our 
chief intereft. We are' in danger from whatever can 
get pofleffion of our thoughts ; all that can excite in 
.us either pain or pleafure has a tendency to obftrucl; 
the way that leads to happinefs, and either to turn 
us afide, or retard our progrefs. s 

Our: ferifes, our appetites, and our, paflions, are 

our lawful and faithful guides, in mqft things thai 
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relate folely to this life; and, therefore, by the 
hourly neceflity of confulting them, we gradually 
fink into an implicit fubmiflion, and habitual confi- 
dence. Every aft of compliance with their motions 
facilitates a fecond compliance, every new ftep to- 
wards depravity is made withlefs reluffcance than the 
former, and thus the defcent to life merely fenfual is 
perpetually accelerated. 

The fenfes have not only that advantage over. con- 
fidence, which, things neceflary muft always have 
over things chofen, but they have likewife a kind of 
prefcription* in their favour. We feared pain much 
earlier than we apprehended guilt, and were delight- 
ed with the fenfations of pleafure,. before we had 
capacities to be charmed with the beauty of recTi- 
tude. To this power, thus early eftablifhed, and 
inceflantly increafing, it muft be remembered, that 

' almoft every man has, in fome part of his life, added 
new ftrength by a voluntary or negligent fubje&ion 
of himfelf ; for who is there that has not inftigated 
his appetites by indulgence, or fuffered them by an 
unrefifting neutrality to enlarge their dominion, and 
multiply their demands ? 

From the neceflity of difpoflefling the fenfitive 

' faculties of the influence which they muft naturally 
gain by this .preoccupation of the foul, arifes that 
conflict between oppofite defires, in the firft endea- 
vours after a religious life ; which, however enthu- 
fiaftically it may have been defcribed, _or however 
contemptuoiifly ridiculed, will naturally be felt in 
fome degree, though varied without end, by differ- 
ent tempers of mind, and innumerable circumftances 
af health or condition, greater or lefe fervour, more 
•r fewer temptations to relapfe* 

From 
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From the perpetual neceffity of confulting thtf 
animal faculties* in our provifion for the prefent 
life, arifes the difficulty of withfbmdiiig their im- 
pulies, even in cafes where they ought to be of no 
weight ; for the motions of fenfe are inftantaneous, , 
its objects ftrike unfougfrt, we are accuftomed to 
follow its* directions, and therefore often fubmit to- 
the fentence without examining the authority of the . 
judge. . 

Thus it appears, upon a philofophical eftimate, \ 
that, fuppofing jthe mind, at any certain time, in 
an equipoife between the pleafures of this life, and 
the hopes of futurity,, prefent obje&s falling niore . 
ffifcquentlyvinto the fcale woulcTin time pr;dponde~ - 
rate, and that our regard for an invifible ftate would- 
glow every moment weaker, till at laft it would r-i . 
lofe all its activity,, and become abfolutely without • 
dfedfc - 

To prevent this dreadful event, the balance is put « 
into our own hands, and we have power to transfer-* 
the weight ta either fide. The. motives to a life of - 
holinefcare infinite* .not lefe. than the favour or anger ..< 
of omnipotence, not lefs than eternity,*of happinefs<. - 
off mifery.. But thef& can. only influence our con* 
du& as they .gain ouriattention, which the bufineis, ... 
or diverfions, ofthe world are alwaytcalling^offby.y 
contrary attra&ions. 

The gr^at art. therefore of piety* and the end for > 
which all the rites of religion feem to be inffituted* ,, 
i» the perpetual renovation of the motives to vUw 
toe* by, a voluntary employment of our mind in* 
tfe? contemplation of its excellence, its importance, . 
agd its neceffity, which v in proportion as they are . 
more frequently and. more willingly revolved, gain 
a more forcible and permanent influence, till in 

time 
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time they become the reigning ideas, the (landing • 
principle* of aftion, and die teft by: which every 
tiling propofed to the . judgpaent is re|e£fce4.or ap- 
proved - 

To facilitate this change of ouraflfeflipna* it is . 
neceflary that we weaken -the temptations of the- 
world, by retiring at cectaia feafcn* fiom.it ; for/its 
influence arifing only from its prefence, is much; 
leflened when it becomes the objedt of. folitary me- 
ditation. A conftant residence amidft noife and. 
pleafure inevitably obliterates the impreffioos of piety, 
and a frequent abftrafijon of ourfclves into a ftate, 
where this life, like the next, operates only;upon the 
reafon* will reinftate religion in its juft authority,^ 
eiven without; thofe irradiations from above, the hope 
of which I have no intention to withdraw, from .th$_. 
fmcere and the diligent. 

Thisis that conquefl:' of the, wodd and of oupr 
felves, which has been/ always confidered as tip., 
perfection of human nature ; arid this is only to be. 
obtained by, fervent prayer,, fteady refolutions, and* 
frequent retirement from folly and vanity, from the. 
cares of avarice, and the joys of intemperance*,, 
from the lulling founds of deceitful flattery,- and the . 
termptinjj, fight of profperous wicksdr#fc. 
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Numb. 8. Saturday, April 14, 1750. 

' ■ Patitur pcenaspeccandi fola voluntas 5 

Namfcelut intra fe taciturn qui cogitat ullutn, 

Tafti crimen babet. JUV. 

For he that but conceives a crime in thought, * 

Contracts the danger of an actual fault. Creech* 

IF the moft active and induftrious of mankind 
was able, at the clofe of life, to recollect dif- 
tinctly his paft moments, and diftribute them, in 
a regular account,- according to the manner in 
which they have been (pent, it is fcarcely to be 
imagined how few would be marked out to the 
mind, by any permanent or vifible effects, how 
fmall a proportion his real action would bear to his 
feeming poffibilities of action, how many chafms \ 
he would find of wide and continued vacuity, and 
how many interftitial fpaces unfilled, even in the n 
moft tumultuous hurries of bufinefs, and the moft 
eager vehemence of purfuit. 

It is faid by modern philofophers, that not only 
the great globes of matter are thinly fcattered 
through the univerfe, but the hardeft bodies are fo 
porous,' that, if all matter were comprefled to per- 
fect folidity, it might be contained in a cube of a 
few feet. In like manner, if all the employment of 
life were crowded into the time which it really oc- 
cupied, perhaps a few weeks, days, or hours, would 
be fufficient for its accomplifhment, fo far as the 
mind was engaged in the performance. . For fuch 
is the inequality of our corporeal to our intellectual 
faculties, that we contrive in minutes what we 
execute in years, and the foul often ftands an idle 
fpectator of the labour of the hands, and expedition 
of the feet* 

For 
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For this reafon, the ancient generals often found 
thcmfelves at leifure to purfue the ftudy of philo- ' 
fophy in the camp ; and Lucan, with hiftorical ve- 
racity, makes Cadar relate of himfelf, that he noted 
the revolutions of the ftars in the midft of prepara- 
tions for battle. 

— — Media inter fralia femfer 

Sideribut, cteliqut plagit y fuperiffue vacavi. 

Amid the ftorms of war, with curious eyes 
I trace the planets and furvcy the ikies. 

That the foul always exerts her peculiar powers, 
.with greater or lefs force, is very probable, though 
the common occafions of our prefent condition re- 
quire but a fmall part of that inceflant cogitation ; 
and by the natural frame of our bodies, and gene- 
ral combination of the world, we are fo frequently 
condemned to inactivity, that as through all pur 
time we are thinking, fo for a great part of our time 
we can only think. . 

Left a power fo reftlefs mould be either unprofit- 
ably or hurtfully employed, and the fuperftuities of 
intcllecl: run, to wafte, it is no^vain fpeculation to' 
confider how we may govern our thoughts, reftrain ' 
them from irregular motions, or confine them front 
boundlefs diffipation. 

How the un'derftanding is beft conducted to the 
knowledge of fcience, by what fteps it is to be led 
forwards in its purfuit, how it is to be cured of its* 
defects, and habituated to new ftudies, has been the 
inquiry of many acute and learned men, whofe ob- 
fervations I ftiall not either adopt or cenfure ; my* 
purpofe being to confider the moral difcipline of the- 
mind, and to promote the increafe of virtue rather 
than of learning. 

This 
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This inquiry feems to have been neglected for 
Want .of remembering that all a&iqn has jts origin in 
the mind, and that therefore to fuffer tbo thoughts to , 
be vitiated, is^topoifoathe fountains, o&morality : 
Irregular defires will produce, licentious practices ; 
what men allow themfelves to wifh they will foon. 
believe, and will be at laft incited to execute what 
they pleafe themfelves .with contriving. 

For this reafon the.cafirifts of the Romim churchy 
who gaia, by, confbffion, great opportunities of 
knowing human nature, have generally determined 
that what it is a crime to>do, it is a crime, to think.. 
Since >y revolving with pjeafure the facility, fafitfy,. 
or advantage of a wicked, deed, a man fopn begins*, 
tQibdhUcpoJlaocy relaxp ap^h^ de^eft^%|i : fofcr » 
t^a* mehapjghaefsof fuccefs, jittering, before him*, 
withdraws h*s attention ftom the atjro^i9>^he^.of I 
the. guilt, and afts are atl^ft<:ongdently perpstwtfed, . 
of which thj& fkft; coQC^ptioo oqly. cr^pt im# the* 
mind, difguifed in pleafing complication and per* 
mittedrather than invited. 

No man has ever been drawn to crimes by love 
c* jealoufy, envy or. hatred^ but he. can tell how 
eafily h^ might at firft" have repelled the temptation, , 
hpw readily his mind would have obeyed a call to 
any other object, and how weak his paffion has 
been after fome cafual avocation, till he has recalled 3 . 
it again to his heart,, aini revived the viper by too * 
warm a fondnefe v 

Such, therefore,, is the importance of keeping ; 
reafon a conftant guard over imagination, that we 
hwe otherwife no fecurity for our .own virtue, but . 
may corrupt our hearts in the moft reclufe jfolitude, ., 
with more pernicious and tyrannical appetites and. 
wtfhes than the commerce pf the.wsddi wiU gpf*-.- 

rally** 
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i: rally produce j for we are eafily fliocked by Crimes 
•which appear at once in their full magnitude, but 
-the gradual growth of our own wickednefc, en- 
deared by intereft, arid palliated by all the artifices 
of felf-deceuVgives us- time to form diftin£tions in 
our own favour, and reafon by degrees fubmits to 
abfurdity, as the eye is in time accommodated to 

• darknefe. 

In this difeafe of the foul, it" is of the utmoft im- 
^portance to apply remedies at the beginning ; and 
- therefore I (hall endeavour to {hew what thoughts 
-are to be rejected or improved, as they regard the 
.paft, prefent, or future ; in hopes that fome may be 
awakened to caution and vigilance, who, perhaps 
indulge theinfelves in dangerous dreams, fo much 
*the more dangerous, becaufe being yet only dreams 
. they are concluded innocent. * 

The recolle&ton of the paft is only ufeful by way 
of provifion for the future; and therefore, in re- 
-viewing all occurrences that fall under a religious 
confideration, -it is proper that a man ftop at the 
firft thoughts, to remark how he was led thither, 
and why he continues the reflection. If he is dwell- 
ing with delight upon a ftratagem of fuccefsfiil 
fraud, 2l night of licentious riot, or an intrigue bf 
\ guilty pleafure, let him fummon off his imaging- 
tion as from an unlawful purfuit, e*pel thofe paf- 
fages from his remembrance, of which, though he 
cannot ferioufly approve them, the pleafure over- 
powers the guilt, and refer them to a future houp, 
wherithey may be cbnfiderfed with 'greater fafety. 
Such an hour will certainly come ; for the impref- 

* fions % of paft pleafure are always teflening, but 'the 
' fenfe of guilt, tfhich f elpe&s futurity, SOfttmues'the 
' fame. 

The 
t 
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The ferious and impartial retro(pe£t of our con- 
duct is indifputably neceflary to the confirmation 
or recovery of virtue, and is, therefore, recom- 
mended under the name of felf-examination, by - 
divines, as the firft act previous to repentance. It 

' is, indeed, of fo great ufe, that without it we fhould 
' always be to begin life, be feduced for ever by the 

1 fatae allurements, and mifled by the fame fallacies. 
But in order that we may not lofe the advantage of 
our experience, we muft endeavour to fee every 
thing in its^ proper form, and excite in ourfelves 

■ thofe fentiments which the great Author of nature 

: has decreed the concomitants or followers of good or 
bad actions. 

, 17pv rat ifMguruv eg/ay T^*s_8**ro* t7rt\(jhv' 

Let notjleepi fays Pythagoras, fall upon thy eyes till 
thou haft thrice reviewed the. tranfaSlions of the pafi 
day* Where have I turned afide from reclitude ? 
What have I been doing ? What have 1 left undone, 
which I ought to have done ? Begin thus from the firft 
acl 9 and proceed ; and in conclufion, at the ill which 
, thou baft done he troubled, and rejoice for the good.. 

Our thoughts on prefent things being determined 
by the objects before us, fell not under thofe in- 
' jlulgences, or excurfions, which J am now con- 
' fidering. But I cannot forbear, under this head, to 
caution pious and tender minds, that are difturbed 
by the irruptions of wicked imaginations, againft 
too great dejection, and too anxious alarms ; for 

thoughts 
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dioughts are only criminal, when they are firft cho- 
fen, and then voluntarily continued. 

Evil into the mind of god or man 
■ May come and go, fo unapproved, and leave 
No jpot orjlain behind. Ml L T if , 

In futurity chiefly ar$ the mares lodged, by which 
the imagination is intangled. Futurity is the pro- 
per abode of hope and fear, with all their train and 
progeny of fubordinate apprehenfions and defires. 
In futurity events and chances are yet floating af 
large, without apparent connexion with their caufes, 
and we therefore eafily indulge the liberty of grati- 
fying ourfelves with a pleafing choice. To pick and 
cull among poflible advantages is, as the civil law 
• terms it, in vacuum venire, to take what belongs to 
nobody ; but it has this hazard in it, that we {hall 
be unwilling to quit what we have feized, though 
an owner Ihould be found. It is eafy-to think on 
that which may be gained, till at laft we refolve to 
gain it, and to image the happinefs of particular 
conditions till we can be eafy in no other. We 
ought, at leaft, to let our defires fix upon nothing 
in another's power for the fake of our quiet, or in 
another's pofleffion for the fake of our innocencer 
When a man finds himfelf led, though by a train 
of honeft fentiments, to wifh for that to which he 
has no right, he lhould ftart back as from a pitfal 
covered with flowers. He that fancies he fhould 
benefit the publick more in a great ftation than the 
man that fills it, will in time imagine it an ad of 
virtue to fupplant him ; and as oppofitlon readily 
kindles into hatred, his eagernefs to do that good, to 
•which he is not called, will betray hinj to crimes, 
which in his original fcheme were never propofcd. 

He 
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He therefore that would govern his actions by 
-the laws of virtue, muft regulate his thoughts by 
thofe of reafon 5 he 'muft keep guilt from the re- 
cedes of his heart, and Vemember that the plea- 
sures of fandy, and the emotions of defire, are more 
dangerous as they are more hidden, fince they 
cfcape the awe of ©bfeiVation* and operate equally 
in every fituatiotv, wkhout the concurrence of ex- 
-ternal opportiHrities. 

"Numb. 9. Tuesday, j4ftil\j> 175b. 

'i^uod ft ejje velh, nibitytt mails. 'tf A*T« 

Chufe what you are } no other ftate priiftr. TEE P Hi N sto* • 

IT is juflly remarked by Horace, that, howfo- 
ever every 'man may complain occafionally of 
the hardships of his condition, he isfeldom willing 
*\o changeit-fcr any 'other on the feme level : for 
whether it be * that *e, -who follows an ' employ- 
ment, made fchoiceof tt 1 at-ft-ft on account of its 
fuitaMertefe'td his inclination ; or that when acci- 
dent, br the determination of others, have placed 
•him in a particular ftation, he, 'by endeavouring to 
reconcile hknfclF to it, gets the ctiftom of viewing 
"hvonly'bn the' faireft* fide ; <6r whethtrevery man 
-thinks that tfefs- to which he-belongs the moft ilhtf- 
s trious, merely becaufe he has honoured it with his 
name ;--it J i9 -certain that, whatever be 'the reafon* 
moft men 1 have a very ftrangand afttve prejudice in 
favour of their own vocation, always working upon 
their minds, and influencing their behaviour. 

This partiality is fufficiently vifible in every rank 
Of the hunnjtt ^ecies^ bwitnexerts'itfelf tnore fre- 
quently 
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quently and with greater force among thofe who 
have never learned to conceal their fentiments f >r 
reafbns of policy, or to model their exprellions by 
the laws of politenefe ; and therefore the ch ef con- 
tefts of wit among artificers and handicraftfmen arifj 
from a mutual endeavour to exalt one trade by de- 
preciating another. 

From the fame principles are derived many con • 
fblations to alleviate the inconveniencies to which 
every calling is peculiarly expofed. A blackf r*ith 
was lately pleahng himfelf at his anvil, with ob- 
ferving that, though his trade was hot and footy, 
laborious and unhealthy, yet he had the honour of 
living by his hammer, he got his bread like a man^ 
and if his fon fhould rife in die world, and keep his 
coach, nobody could reproach him that his father 
was a tailor. 

A man, truly zealous for his fraternity, is never 
lb irrefiftibly flattered, as when fome rival calling 
is mentioned with contempt. Upon this principle a 
linen-draper boafted that he had got a new cuftomer, 
whom he could fafely truft, for he could have no 
doubt of his honefly, fince it was known, from un- 
queftionable authority, that he was now filing a bill 
in chancery to delay payment for the clothes which 
he had worn the laft feven years ; and he himfelf 
had heard him declare, in a publick coffee-houfe, 
that he looked upon the whole generation of woollen- 
drapers to be fuch defpicable wretches, that no 
gentleman ought to pay them. 

It has been obferved that phyfician? and lawyers 
are no friends to religion ; and many conjectures 
have been formed to difcover the reaion of fuch a 
combination between men who agree in nothing 
elfe, and who feem lefs to be affected, in tfceir own 

Vol. I. D provinces, 
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provinces, by religious opinions, than any other part 
of the community. The truth is, very few of them 
bave thought about religion; but they have all feen 
a parfon; feen him in a habit different from their 
own, and therefore declared war againft him. A 
young ftudent from the inns of court, who has often 
attacked the curate of his father's parifli with fuch 
arguments as his acquaintances could furnifb, and 
returned to town without fuccefs, is now gone down 
with a refolution to deftroy him ; for he has learned 
at laft how to manage a> prig, and if he pretends to 
hold him again to fyllogifm, he has a catch in re- 
ferve, which neither logick nor metaphyficks can 
refift. 

I laugh to think how your unjhahen Cato 
Witt look aghaft^ when unforefeen dejlruftion 
Pours in upon him thus* 

The malignity of foldiers and failors againft each 
other has been often experienced at the coft of their 
country; and, perhaps, no orders of men have an , 
enmity of more acrimony, or longer continuance. 
When, upon our late fuccefles at fea, fume new re- 
gulations were concerted for eftablifhing the rank of 
the naval commanders, a captain of foot very acute- 
ly remarked, that nothing was more abfurd than to 
give any honorary rewards to feameri, " for ho- 
" nour, fays he, ought only to be won by bravery, 
c< and all the world knows that in a fea-fight there 
w is no danger, and therefore no evidence of 
c< courage." 

But although this general defire of aggrandizing 
themfelves by raifing their profeflion, betrays men 
to a thoufand ridiculous and mifchievous a£ts of 
fupplantation and detraction, yet as almoft all paf- 
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fions have their good as well as bad effects, it like- 
wife excites ingenuity, and fometimes raifes an 
honefl: and ufeRil emulation of diligence. It may- 
be obferved in general, that no trade had ever 
reached the excellence to which it is now improved, 
had its profeflbrs looked upon it with the eyes 
of indifferent fpe&ators ; the advances, from the 
firft rude-effays, muft have been made by men 
who valued themfelves for performances, for which 
fcarce any other would be perfuaded to efteem 
them. 

It is pleafing to contemplate a manufa&ure rifing 
gradually from its firft mean ftate by the fucceffive 
labours of innumerable minds; to confider the 
firft hollow trunk of an oak, in which, perhaps, 
the fhepherd could fcarce venture to crofs a brook 
fwelled with a fhower, enlarged at laft into a fhip 
of war, attacking fortrefles, terrifying nations, 
fitting ftorms and billows at defiance, and vifiting 
the remoteft parts of the globe. And it might 
contribute to difpofe us to a kinder regard for 
the labours of one another, if we were to confider 
.from what unpromifing beginnings the moft ufeful 
productions of art have probably arifen. Who, 
when he faw the firft fand or afhes, by a cafual 
intenfenefs of heat melted into a metalline form, 
rugged with excrefcences, and clouded with impu- 
rities, would have imagined, that in this fhapelefs 
lump lay concealed fo many conveniencies of life, 
as would in time conftitute a great part of the hap- 
pinefs of the world ? Yet by fome fuch fortuitous 
liquefa&ion was mankind taught to procure a body 
at once in a high degree folid and tranfparent, which 
might admit the light of the fun, and exclude the; 
violence of the wind} which might extend the fight 
D 2 of 
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of the philofopher to new ranges of exiflence, 
and chartn him at one time with the unbounded 
extent of the material creation, and at another 
with the endlefs fubordination of animal life ; and, 
what is yet of more importance, might fupply 
the decays of nature, and fuccour old age with 
fubfidiary fight. Thus was the firft artificer in 
glafs employed, though without his own knowledge - 
or expectation. He was facilitating and prolong- 
ing the enjoyment of light enlarging the avenues 
of fcience, and conferring the higiieft and mod 
lading pleafures; he was enabling the ftudent to 
contemplate nature, and the beauty to behold 
herfelf. 

This paflion for the honour of a profeffion, like 
that for the grandeur of our own country, is to be 
regulated, not extinguiflied. Every man, from the 
higheft to the loweft ftation, ought to warm his 
heart and animate his endeavours with the hopes 
of being ufeful to the world, by advancing the art 
which it is his lot to exercife ; and for that end 
he muft neceflarily confidcr the whole extent of 
its application, and the whole weight of its import- 
ance. But let him not too readily imagine that 
another is ill employed, becaufe, for want of 
fuller knowledge of his bufmefs, he is not able to 
comprehend its dignity. Every man ought to en- 
deavour at eminence, not by pulling others down, 
but by raifing himfelf, and enjoy the pleafure of 
his own fuperiority, whether imaginary or real, 
• without interrupting others in the fame felicity. 
The philofopher may very juftly be delighted with 
the extent of his views, and the artificer with the 
readinefs of his hands ; but let the one remember, 
that, without mechanical performances, refined 

fpeculation 
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/peculation is an empty dream, and the other, that, 
without theoretical reasoning, dexterity is little more 
than a brute inftinft. 



Numb. 10. Saturday, Jprilii, 1750. 

Poflbabui tamcn illorum mea ferta ludo. Vl&G. 

For trifling fports I quitted grave affairs. 

THE number of correfpondents which in- 
creafes every day upon me, (hews that my 
paper is at leaft diftinguiflied from the common 
productions of the profs. It is no lefs a proof of 
eminence to have many enemies than many 
friends, and I look upon every letter, whether it 
contains encomiums, or reproaches, as an equal 
atteftation of rifing credit. The only pain, which 
I can feel from .my correfpondence, is the fear of 
difgufting thofe, whofe letters I {hall neglect ; and 
therefore I take this opportunity of reminding 
them, mat in difapproving their attempts, when- 
ever it may happen, I only return the treatment, 
which I often receive. Befides, many particular 
motives influence a writer, known only to himfelf, 
or his private friends ; and it may be juftly con- 
cluded, that, not all letters which are poitponed 
are rejected, nor all that are rejected, critically 
condemned. 

Having thus eafed my heart of the only appre- 
henfion that fat heavy on it, I can pleafe myfelf 
with the candour of Benevolus, who encourages 
me to proceed, without finking under the anger of 
Flirtilla, who quarrels with me for being old and 
D 3 ugly, 
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ugly, and for wanting both a&ivity of body, and 
fprightlinefs of mind j feeds her monkey with my 
lucubrations, and refufes any reconciliation, till I 
have appeared m vindication of mafquerades. That 
(he may not however imagine me without fupport, 
and left to reft wholly upon my own fortitude, I 
{hall now publifh fome letters which I have re- 
ceived from men as well drefled, and as hand- 
fome, as her favourite ; and others from ladies, 
whom I fincerely believe as young, as rich, as gay, 
as pretty, as fafhionable, and as often toafted and 
treated as herfelf. 

« V SET of candid readers fend their fe- 
*< J\^ fpe£ts to the Rambler, and acknowledge . 
" his merit in fo well beginning a work mat may 
" be of publick benefit. But, fuperior as his ge- 
tt nius is to the impertinences of a trifling age, 
" they cannot, help a wkh, that he would conde- 
w fcend to the weaknels of minds foftened by 
" perpetual amufements, and now and- theit 
a * throw in, like his predeceflbr, fome papers of 
" a gay and humorous turn. Too fair a field now 
a lies open, with too plentiful a harveft of follies! 
u let the chearful Thalia put in. in her fickle, and, 
" fingingat her work, deck her hair with red and 
«• blue."' ^<^Cr**<~^ 

" a LADY fends her compliments to the 
« 2\, Ramblej, and defires r to know by what 
" other name fhe may 4irecT: to him ; what are 
" his let of friends, his amufements j what his 
« way of thinking, with regard to the living 
" world, and its ways ; in fliort, whether he is a 
" perfon now alive, and in town? If he be, ihe 
" will do herfclf the honour to write to hin\ 

* prery 
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w pretty often, and hopes, from time to time, to be 
u the better for his advice and animadveWions ; 
" for N his animadverfions on her neighbours at 
w leaft. But, if he is a mere eflayift, and trou- 
,c bles not himferf with the manners of the age, 
a fhe is forry to tell him, that even the genius and 
" corre&nefs of an Addifon will not fecure him 
" from neglect." ^£=^£*-~-C-^ 

No man is fo much abftra<Sfced from common 
life, as not to feel a particular pleafure from the 
regard of the female world ; the candid writers of 
the firft billet will not be offended, that my hafte 
to fatisfy a lady has hurried their addrefs too foon 
out of my mind, and that I refer them for a re- 
ply to fome future paper, in order to tell this cu- 
rious inquirer after my other name, the anfwer 
of a philofopher to a man, who, meeting him in 
the ftreet, defired to fee what he carried under 
his cloak ; / carry it there, fays he, that you may 
not fee it. But, though fhe is never to know jny 
name, fhe may often fee my face ; for I am of 
her opinion, that a diurnal writer ought to view 
the world, and that he who neglects his cotem- 
poraries, may be, with juftice, neglected by 
them. 

" T ADY Racket fends compliments, to the 
" I ^ Rambler, and lets him know, (he fhall 
" have cards at her houfe, every Sunday, the 
<c remainder of the feafon, where he will be fure 
" of meeting all the good company in town. 
" By this means (he hopes to fee his papers inter- 
" fperfed with living characters. .She longs to 
u fee the 'torch of truth produced at an aflembly, 
" and to admire the charming luftre it will 
D 4 " throw 
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" throw on the jewels* complexions, and behaviour 
" of every dear creature there." C^+^+-**a^ 

It is a rule with me to receive every offer with 
the fame civility as it is made ; and, therefore, 
though lady Racket may have had fome reafon to 
guefs, that I feldom frequent card- tables on Sun- 
days, I mall not infift upon an exception, which 
may to her appear of fo little* force. My bufmefi 
rns been to view, as opportunity was offered, 
every place in which mankind was to be (eon ; 
but at card- tables, however brilliant, I have al- 
ways thought my vifit loft, for I could know 
nothing of the company, but their clothes and 
their faces* I faw their looks clouded at the begin- 
ning of every game with an uniform folicitude, 
now and then in its prcgrefs varied with a Ihort 
triumph, at one "time wrinkled with cunning, at 
another deadened with defpondency, or by acci- 
dent fluflied with rage at the unMful or unlucky 
play of a partner. From fuch aflemblies, in what- 
ever humour I happened to enter them, I was 
quickly forced to retire ; they were too trifling for 
me, when I was grave* and too dull, when I was 
chearful. 

Yet I cannot but value myfelf upon this token 
of regard from a lady who is not afraid to (land 
before the torch of truth. Let her not, how- 
ever, confult her curiofity more than her pru- 
dence; but refleS a moment on the fate of Sen 
mele, who might have lived the favourite of Jupi- 
ter, if (he could have been content without his 
thunder. It is dangerous for mortal beauty, or 
terreftrial virtue, to be examined by too ftrong a 
light. The torch of truth (hows much that we 
cannot, and all that we would not fee. In a 

fee© 
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face dimpled with fmiles, it has often difcovered 
malevolence and envy, and detected, under jewels 
and brocade, the frightful forms of poverty and 
diftrefs. A fine hand of cards have changed be- 
fore it into a thoufand fpe&res of ficknefs, mifery, 
and vexation ; and immenfe fums of money, while 
the winner counted them with tranfport, have at 
the firft glimpfe of this unwelcome luftre vanifhed 
from before him. If her ladyfhip therefore defigns 
to continue her aflembly, I would advife her ta 
fiiun fuch dangerous experiments, to fatisfy herfelf 
with common appearances, and to light up tier 
apartments rather with myrtle than the torch of 
trufh. 

" A MODEST young man fends his fervice 
M Jl\ to the author of the Rambler, and will 
" be very willing to aflift him in his work, but is 
" fadly afraid of being difcouraged by having his 
" firft eflay rejected, a difgrace he has woefully ex- 
a perienced in every offer he had made of it to every 
" new writer of every new paper ; but he com- 
u forts himfelf by thinking, without vanity, that 
w this has been from a peculiar favour of the mules, 
u who (aved his performance from being buried u> 
" trafh, and referved it to appear with luftre in the 
« Rambler/' f **?***-*+ - 

I am equally a friend to modefty and enter- 
prize ; and therefore mall think it an honour to 
correfpond with a young man who pofiefles both 
in to eminent a degree. Youth is, indeed, the 
time in which thefe qualities ought chiefly to be 
found ; modefty fuits well with inexperience, and 
enterprize with health and vigour, and an exten* 
five - profpeft of life. One of my predeceflbrs 
D 5 has 
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has juftly obferveJ, that, though modefty has an 
amiable and winning appearance, it ought not to 
hinder the exertion of the active powers, but 
that a rrian ihould fhow under his bluflies a la- 
tent refolution. This point of perfection, nice as 
it is, my correfpondent fee.ms to have attained. 
That he is modeft, his own declaration may 
evince ; and, I think, the latent refolution may be 
difcovered in his letter by an acute obferver. I 
will advife him, fince he fo well deferves my pre* 
cepts y not to<be. difcouraged, though the Ram- 
bler fhould prove, equally envious, or taftelefs, 
with the reft of this fraternity. . If his paper is 
refufed, the prefles of England are open, let. him 
try the judgment of the publick. If, as it has 
fometimes happened in general combinations 
igainft merits he cannot perfuade the world to 
buy his works, he may prefent them to his 
friends \ and if his friends are feized with the 
epidemical infatuation, and cannot find his ge- 
nius, or will not confefs it, let him then refer his, 
caufe to pofterity, and referve his labours for a 
wifer age* 

' Thus have I difpatched fome of my correfpend- 
erits in the ufual manner, with fair words, and 
general civility. But jjgjgjirtilla, the gay Flir- 
tilla, what mail I reply ? Unable as I am to fly, 
at her command, over land and feas, or to fupply 
her, from week to week, with the fafhions of 
'Paris, or the intrigues of Madrid, I am yet not 
willing -to incur her further difpleafure, and 
would fave my papers from her monkey on any 
reafonafcle terms. By what propitiation, there- 
fore, may I atone for my former gravity, and 
#pen,. without . trembling, the future letters of 
• .. this 
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this fprightly perfecutor? To write in defence of 
k mafquerades is no eafy tafk ; yet fomething diffi- 
cult and daring may well be required, as the price 
of fo important an approbation. I therefore con- 
fulted, in this great emergency, a man of high 
reputation in gay life, who having added, to his 
other accomplishments, no mean proficiency in 
the minute philofophy, after the fifth perufal of her. - 
letter, broke out with rapture into thefe words : 
4 And can you, Mr, Rambler, ftand out againft 
4 this charming creature ? Let her know, at leaft, 
4 that from this moment Nigrinus devotes his life 

* and his labours to her fervice. Is there any ftub- 
4 born prejudice of education, that ftands between 

4 thee and the moft amiable of mankind ? Behold, » 

* Flirtilla, at thy feet, a rnan grown grey in the 

* ftudy of thofe noble arts by which right and 

* wrong may be confounded ; by which reafon 
4 may be blinded, when we have a mind to efcape 
4 from her infpe&ion ; and caprice and appetite 
4 inflated in uncontrouled command, and boundlefs 

* dominion ! Such a cafuift may furely engage, 

* with certainty of fuccefs, in vindication of an 
1 entertainment, which in an inftant gives confi- 

* dence to the timorous, and kindles ardour in the 
4 cold ; an entertainment where the vigilance of 
4 jealoufy has fo often been eluded, and the virgin 
4 is fet free from the neceffity of languishing in 
'filence; where all the outworks of chaftity are 
4 at once demoliflied ; where the heart is laid open 
4 without a blufh ; where bafhfulnefs may furvive 
'virtue, and_no wifh is cruflied under the frown 
4 of. modefty. Far weaker influence than Flir- 
4 tiUVs might gain over an advocate for fuch 

* amufements. It was declared by Pompey, that* 

' D 6 'if 
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* if the commonwealth was violated, he could 
' ftamp with his foot, and raife an army out of the 

* ground ; if the rights of pleafure are again invaded, 

* let but Plirtilla crack her fan, neither pens, nor 

* fwords, fhall be wanting at the fummons ; the 
c wit and the colonel (hall march out at her com- 
L mand, and neither law nor reafon fhall ftand be- 

* fore us.* 

Numb. ii. Tuesday, April 24, 1750. 

Non Dindytretit, non adytis quatit 
Mentem facerdotum iucola Pytbius 9 

Non Liber *fue 9 non acuta 

Sic gminant Corybantet ara- y 
trifles ut ira. « HOR» 

Yet O ! remember, nor the god of wine, 

Nor Pytbian Pbcebus from his inraoft fhrine, 

Nor Dindymsne, nor her priefts pofleft, 

Can with their founding cymbals make the breaft, 

Like furious anger. Francis. 

TH E maxim which Periander of Corinth, one 
of the feven fages of Greece, left as a memo- 
rial of his knowledge and benevolence, was x°** 
*f*Tf 9 Be mqfter of thy anger. He confidered anger 
as the great difturber of human' Efej the chief enemy 
both of puWick happinefs and private tranquillity, 
and thought that he could not lay on pofterity a 
ftronger obligation to reverence his memory, than 
by leaving them a falutary caution againft this out- 
rageous paflion. 

To what latitude Periander might extend the 
word, the brevity of his precept will fcarce allow 

us. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



NMr. THE RAMBLER. 6t 

us to co: jefture. From anger, in its full import, 
protracted into malevolence, and exerted in re- 
venge, arife, indeed, many of the evils to which the 
life of man is expofed. By anger operating upon 
power are produced the fubverfion of cities, the 
defotation of countries, the maflacre of nations, 
and all thofe dreadful and aftonifhing calamities 
which fill the hiftories of the world, and which 
could not be read at any dtftant point of time, 
when the paffions {land neutral, and every rhotiVe 
and principle is left to its natural force, without 
fome doubt of the truth of the relation, did we not 
fee the fame caufcs (till tending to the fame effects, 
and only a£ting with lefe vigour for want of the fame 
concurrent opportunities. 

But this gigantick and enormous fpecies of anger 
falls not properly under die animadversion uf a 
writer, whofe chief end is the regulation of com- 
mon life, and whofe precepts are to recommend 
them/elves by their general ufe. Nor is this eflay 
intended to expofe the tragical or fatal effects even 
of private malignity. The anger which I propofe 
now for my fubje<5t is fuch as makes thofe who in- 
dulge it more troubiefome than formidable, and 
ranks them rather with hornets and walps, than 
with bafilifks and lions. I have, therefore, prefixed 
a motto, which chara&erifes this paulon, not fa 
much by the mifchief that it caufes, as by the noife 
that it utters. 

There is in the world a certain clafs of mortals, 
known, and contentedly known, by the appella- 
tion of pajfknate nun, who imagine themselves en- 
titled by that diftin&ion to be provoked on every 
flight occafion, and to vent their rage in vehement 
and fierce vociferations, in furious menaces and 

licentious 
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licentious reproaches. Their rage, indeed, for the 
moft part, fumes away in outcries of injury, and 
' protections of vengeance, and feldom proceeds to 
actual violence, unlefs a drawer or linkboy falls in 
their way ; but they interrupt the quiet of thofe 
that happen to be within the refcch of their clamours, 
obftruft the courfe of converfation, and difturb the, 
enjoyment of fociety. 

— Men of this kind are fometimes not without 
underftanding or virtue, and are, therefore, not 
always treated with the feverity which their neglect 
of the eafe of all about them might juftly provoke ; 
they have obtained a kind of prefcription for their 
folly, and are confidered by their companions as, 
under a predominant influence that leaves them not 
— matters of their conduct or language, as adtihg 
without confeioufnefs, and rufliing into mifchief with 
a mift before their eyes ; they are therefore pitied 
rather than cenfured, and their fallies are pafled over 
as the involuntary blows of a man agitated by. the 
fpafms of a convidfion. 

• It is furely not to be obferved without indigna- 
tion, that men may be found of minds mean enough, 
to be fatisfied with this treatment ; wretches who 
are proud, to obtain the privilege of madmen, and 
can, without ihame, and without regret, confider 
themfelves as receiving hourly pardons from their*./ 
companions, and giving them continual opportu- 
nities of exercifing their patience, and boafting theic 
clemency." 

Pride is undoubtedly the original of anger ; but 
pride, like every other paflion, if it once breaks 
lobfe from reafon, counteracts its own purpofes. A 
paffionate man, upon the review of his day, will 
have very few gratifications %> offer, tp his pride, 

when 
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when he has confidered how his outrages were 
caufed, why they were borne, and in what they 
are likely to end at laft. 

THofe fudden burfts of rage generally break out 
upon fmall occafions ; for life, unhappy as it is, 
cannot fiipply great evils as frequently as the man 
of fire thinks it fit to be enraged ; therefore the firft 
reflection upon his violence muft fhow him that he 
is mean enough to be driven from his poft by every 
petty incident, that he is the mere flave of cafualty, 
and that his reafon and virtue are in the .power of 
the wind. 

One motive there is of thefe loud extravagancies, 

which a man is careful to conceal from others, and 

does not always difcover to himfelf. He that finds, 

— ** his knowledge • narrow, and his arguments weak, 

and by confequence his fuftrage not much regarded, 

is fometimes in hope of gaining that attention, by his 

clamours, which he cannot otherwife obtain, and 

is pleafed with remeinbring that at leaft he made 

himfelf heard, that he had the power to interrupt 

thofe whom he, could not confute, and fufpend the 

. decifion which he could not guide. 

. Of this kind is the fury to which many men give 

way among their fervants and domefticks ; they 

feel their own ignorance, they fee their own infigni- 

J^ficance, and, therefore, they endeavour, by their 

^jry, to fright away contempt from before them, 

when they know it muft follow them behind ; and 

think themfelves eminently matters, when they fee> 

one folly tamely complied with, only left refufal or 

delay fhould provoke them to a greater. 

Thefe temptations cannot but be owned to have 
feme force. It is fo little pleafing to any man to 
fee hirnjelf wholly overlooked ia die mafs of things,. 

tiiat 
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' that he may be allowed to try a few expedients for 
procuring lome kind of fupplemental dignity, and 
ufe fome endeavour to add'weight, by the violence 
of his temper, to tlie lightnefs of his other powers. 
But this has now been long praftifed, and found, 
upon the moft exact eftiinate, not to produce ad- 
vantages equal to its inconveniencies ; for it ap- 
pears not that a man can by uproar, tumult, and 

" blufter, alter any one's opinion of his underftand- 
ing, or gain influence except over thofe whom for- 
tune or nature have made his dependents. He 
may, by a fteady perfeverance in his ferocity, fright 
his children, and harafs his" ftrvunts, but the reft 
of the world will look on and laugh ; and he will 
have the comfort at laft of thinking, that he lives 
only to raife contempt and hatred, emotions to 
which wifdom and virtue would be always unwil- 
ling to give occafion. He has contrived only to make 
thoie fear him, whom every reasonable being is 
endeavouring to endear by kindnefs, and muft con* 
tent himfelf with the pleafure of a triumph obtained 
by tramplinjfon thein who could not refift. He 
muft perceive that the apprehenfion which his pre- 
tence caufes is not the awe of his virtue, but the 
dread of his brutality, and that he has given up the 
felicity of being loved, without gaining the honour 
of being reverenced. 

But tnis is not the only ill confequence of the 
frequent indulgence of this bluftering pailion, which 
a man, by often calling to his afliftance, wilLteach y 
in a fhort time, to intrude before the fummons, to 
rufh upon him with reiiftlefe violence, and without 
any previous notice of its approach. He will find 
himfelf liable to be inflamed at the firft touch of 
provocation* and unable to retain, his refentment, 

till 
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till he has a full convt£tion of the offence, to pro- 
portion his anger to the caufe, or to regulate it by 
prudence or by duty. When a man has once dif- 
fered his mind to be thus vitiated, he becomes one 
of the moft hateful and unhappy beings. He can 
give no fecurity to himfelf that he (hall not, at the 
next interview, alienate by fome fudden tranfport 
his dearcft friend ; or break out, upon fome flight 
contradi&ion, into fuch terms of rudenefs as can 

; never be perfectly forgotten. Whoever converfes 
with him, lives with the fufpicion and fblicitude of a 
man that plays with a tame tiger, always under a . 
neceffity of watching the moment in which the ca- 
pricious favage (hall begin to growl. 

It is told by Prior, in a panegyrick on the Duke 
of Dorfet, that his fervants ufed to put themfelves » 
in his way when he was angry, becaufe he Was fure 
to recompenfe diem for any indignities which he 
made them fuffer. This is the round of a paf- 
fionate man's life; he contracts debts when he is 
furious, which his virtue, if he has virtue, obliges 
him to discharge at the return of reafon. He 
fpends his time in outrage and acknowledgement, 
injury and reparation. Or, if there be any who 
hardens himfelf in oppreffion, and juftifies the 
wrong, becaufe he has done it, his infenfibility caa 
make fmall part of his praife, or his happinefs ; he 

^ only adds deliberate to hafty folly, aggravates petu- 
lance by contumacy, and deftroys the only plea 
that he can offer for the tendernefs and patience of 
mankind. 

Yet, even this degree of depravity we may be - 
content to pity, becaufe it feldom wants a puntfli- 
ment equal to its guilt. Nothing is more defpi- 

^cable or more, miferable than the old age of a paf- 

fionatc 
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flonate man. When the vigour of youth fails him, 
and his amufements pall with frequent repetition, 
his occafional rage finks by decay of ftrength into 
peevifhnefs, that peevifhnefs, for want of novelty 
and variety, becomes habitual ; the world falls off 
from around him, and he is left, as Homer exprefies 
it, ffavQu* ftoov *i>, to devour his own heart in fo- 
lltude and contempt. 

Numb. ta. Saturday, April 28, 1750. 

— Miferttm pvrvajllpe f*ctlat % ut pudibunda 
Extrctn faUt niter coMivia pt>jjit* ' ■■■■< ■ 
■ ■ Tm mitts, & acrf 
Jjptritatt c*rtttt t p*fiufui ptr mmd faftu, i 
lttttr ut *fktlti unui numtram mmm, 
ObftfwumfM dnn, & amwtm fumrit amtnd; 

Lucamis ad Pifonera. 

Unlike the ribald whofe licentious jcft 

Pollutes his banquet, and infults his gueft \ 

From wealth and grandeur eafy to defcend, 

Thou joy'ft to lofe the mafter in the friend i 

We round fhy board the cheerful denials fee, 

Gay with the fmile of bland equality 5 

No focial care the gracious lord difdains j 

Love prompts to love, and rev'rence rev'rence gains. 

To the RAMBLER. 
S I R, 

AS you feem to have devoted your labours to 
virtue, I cannot forbear to inform you of one 
fpecies of cruelty with which the life of a man of 
letters perhaps does not often make him acquaint- 
ed ; and which, as it feems to produce no other 
advantage to thofe that pra&ife it than a fhort gra- 
tification of thoughtlefs vanity , may become. Jefe 

common 
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common when it h^s been once expofed in its va- 
rious forms, and its full magnitude. 

I am the daughter of a country gentleman, 
whofe family is numerous, and whole eftate, not 
at firft fufficient to fupply us with affluence, has 
been lately fo much impaired by an unfuccefsful 
law-fuit, that all the younger children are obliged 
to try fuch means as their education affords them; 
for procuring the neeeflaries of life. Diftrefs and 
curiofity concurred to bring me to London, where 
I was received by a relation with the* coldnefs 
which misfortune generally finds. A week, a 
long week, I lived with my coufin, before the moft 
vigilant enquiry could procure us the leaft hopes of 
a place, in which time I was much. better qualified 
to bear all the vexations of fervitude. The firft 
two days (he was content to pity me, and only 
wifhed I had not been quite fo well bred ; but people 
ifciuft comply with their circuroftances. This lenity, 
however, was foon at an end.; and, for the re- 
maining part of the week, I heard every hour of the 
pride of my family, die obftinacy of my father, and 
of people better born than myfelf that were common 
fcrvants. . ~ 

At Jaft, on Saturday noon, fhe told me, with 
very viiible fatisfa&ion, that Mrs. Bombafme, the 
great filk-mercer's lady, wanted a maid, and a fine 
place it would be, for there would be nothing to do 
but to clean my rpiftrefs's room, get up her linen* 
drefs the young ladies, wait at tea in the morning, 
take care of a little mifs ju ft, come from nurfe, and 
then fit down to my needle. But madam was a 
woman of great fpirit, and would not be contradict- 
ed, and therefore I fhould take care* for good places 
were not eafily to be got. 

With 
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With thefe cautions I waited on madam Bom- 
bafine, of whom the firft fight gave me no ravifh- 
ing ideas. She was two yards round the waiit, , 
her voice was at once loud and iqueaking, and 
her race brought to my mind the picture of the 
full moon. Are you the young woman, feys fhe, 
that are come to offer yourfelf ? It is ftrange when 
people of fubftance want a fervant, how foon it is 
the town-talk. But they know they (hall have a 
belly-full that live with me. Not like people at 
the other end of the town, we dine at one o'clock. 
But I never take any body without a charaSer $ 
what friends do you come of? I then told her 
that my father was a gentleman, and that we had 

been unfortunate. A great misfortune, indeed, 

to come to me, and have three meals a-day !— So 
your father was a gentleman, and you are a gentle- 
woman I fuppofe— fuch gentlewomen !— Madam, 
I did not mean to claim any exemptions, I only 
anfwered your enquiry— Such gentlewomen ! peo- 
ple fhould fet their children to good trades, and 
keep them off" the parifh. Pray go to the other end 
of the town, there are gentlewomen, if they would 
pay their debts : I am fure we have loft enough by* 
gentlewomen. Upon this, her broad face grew 
broader with triumph, and I was afraid (he would 
have taken me for the pleafure of continuing her 
infult ; but happily the next word was, Pray, Mrs. 
gentlewoman, troop down flairs. You may believe 
I obeyed her. 

I returned and met with a better reception from 
my coufin than I expected ; for while I was out, (he 
had hcafd that Mrs. Standifti, whofe hufband had 
lately been raifed from a clerk in an office, to be 
commiffioner of the excife, had taken a fine houfc, 
and wanted a maid. 

To 
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To Mrs. Standiih I went, and, after having 
waited fix hours, was at laft admitted to the top of 
the ftairs, when Ihe came out of her room, v/ith 
two of her company- There was a fmell of punch. 
So, young woman, you want a place, whence do 
you come? — From the country, madam. —Yes, they 
all come out of the country. And what brought 
you to town, a baftard? Where do you lodge? 
At the Seven-Dials? What, you never heard of 
the foundling-houfe ! Upon this, they all laughed fo * 
obftreperoufly, that I took the opportunity of fneak- 
ing off in the tumult. 

I then heard of a place at an elderly lady's. 
She was at cards ; but in two hour*, I was told, 
{he would ipe4k to me. She afked me if I could 
keep an account, and ordered me to write. I 
wrote two lines out of fome book that lay by her. 
She wondered what people meant, to breed up poor 
girls to write at that rate. I fuppofe, Mrs. Flirt, 
if I was to fee your work, it would-be fine 
fluff ! —You may walk. I will not have love-letters 
written from my houfe to every young fellow in the 
ftreet. 

Two days after, I went on the feme purfuit to 
Lady Lofty, dreffed, as I was directed, in what 
little ornaments I had, becaufe (he had lately got 
a place at court. Upon the firft fight of me, fhe 
turns to the woman that fhowed me in, Is this the 
lady that wants a place ? Pray what place wou'd 
you have, mife ? a maid of honour's place ? Ser- 
vants now-a-days ! — Madam, I heard you want- 
ed — Wanted what? Somebody finer than myfelfl 
A pretty fervant indeed — I fhould be afraid to 
# fpeak to her^I fuppofe, Mra. Minx, thefe fine 
Hands cannot bear wetting— A fervant indeed ! 

3 Pray 
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Pray move off— I am refolved to be the head perfon 

in this houfe- You are ready drefs'd, the taverns 

will be open. 

I went to enquire for the next place in a clean 
linen gown, and heard the fervant tell his lady, there 
was a young woman, but he faw flie would not do. 
I was brought up however. Are you the trollop 
that has the impudence to come for my place? 
What, you have hired that nafty gown, and are 
come to Ileal a better — Madam, 1 have another, 
but being obliged to walk — Then thefe are your 
manners, with your blufhes, and your courtefies, to 
come to me in your worft gown. Madam, give me 
leave to, wait upon you in my other. Wait on me, 
you faucy flut ! Then you are fure of coming — I 
could not let fuch a drab come near me — Here, 
you girl, that came up with her, have you touched 
her? If you have* wafli your hands before you 
drefs me— Such trollops ! Get you down. yVhat, 
whimpering ? Pray walk. 

I went away with tears ; for my coufin had loft 
all patience. However, £he told me, that having 
a refpedl: for my relations, (he was willing to keep 
rne out of the ftreet, and would let me have another 
week. 

The firft day of this week I law two places. 
At one I was afked where I had lived ? And upon 
my anfwer, was told by .the lady, that people mould 
qualify themfelves in ordinary places, for flie fhould 
never have done if flie was to follow girls about. At 
the other houfe I was a fmirking huffy, and that 
fweet face I might make money of—For her part, k 
was a rule with her never to take any creature that 
thought herfelf han4frme. 

The 
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The three next days were fpent in lady BlufPs 
entry, where I waited fix hours every day for the 
pleaiure of feeing the fervants peep at me, and go 

away laughing Madam will ftretch her fmall 

(hanks in the entry -, fhe will know the houfe again. 

At fun-fet the two firft days I was told, that my 

lady would fee me to-morrow, and on the third, 
that her woman (laid. 

My week was now near its end, and I had no 
hopes of a place. My relation, who always laid 
upon me the blame of every mifcarriage, told me 
that I muft learn to humble myfelf, and that all great 
ladies had particular ways ; that if I went on in that 
manner, fhe could not tell who would keep me ; fhe 
had known many that had refufed places, fell their 
clothes, and beg in theftreets. 

It was to no purpofe that the refufal was declared 
by me to be never on my fide ; I was reafoning 
againft intereft, and againft ftupidity; and therefore 
I comforted myfelf with the hope of fucceeding bet- 
ter in my next attempt, and went to Mrs. Courtly, 
a very fine lady, who had routes at her houfe,' and 
few the beft company in town. 

I had not waited two hours before I was called 
up, and found Mr. Courtly and his lady at piquet, 
in the height of good humour. This I looked on 
as a favourable fign, and flood at the lower end of 
the room in expectation of the common queftions. 
At laft Mr. Courtly call'd out, after a whifper, 
Stand facing the light, that one may fee you. I 
chang'd my place, and blufh'd, They frequently 
turn'd their eyes upon me, and feem'd to difcover 
many fubje&s of merriment; for at every look 
they whifper'd, and laugh r d with the moft violent 
agitations of delight. At laft Mr. Courtly cried 
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out, Is that colour your own, child ? Yes, (ays 
the lady, if fhe has not robb'd the kitchen hearth. 
This was fo happy a conceit, that it renew'd the 
florin of laughter, and they threw down their cards 
in hopes of better fport. The lady then called me 
to her, and began with an afle&ed gravity to en- 
quire what I could do ? But firft turn about,, and 
let us fee your fine fhape : Well, what are you fit 
for, Mrs. Mum ? You would find your tongue, I 
fuppofe, in the kitchen. No, no, fays Mr. Court- 
ly, the girl's a good girl yet, but I am afraid a 
brifk young fellow, with fine tags on his fhoulder 
———Come, child, hold up your head; what? 

you have Hole nothing Not yet, fays the 

lady, but £he hopes to fteal your heart quickly.— 
Here was a laugh of happinefs and triumph, pro- 
longed by the confufion which I could no longer 
reprefs. At laft the lady recolle&ed herfclf : Stole ? 
no— but if I had her, I fliould watch her; for 
that downcaft eye — Why cannot you look people 
in the face ? Steal ! fays her hufband, (he would 
fteal nothing but, perhaps, a few ribbands before 
they were left off by her lady. Sir, anfwer'd I, why 
{hould you, by fuppofing me a thief, infult one 
from whom you have received no injury ? Infult, 
fays the lady ; are you come here to be a fervant, 
you faucy baggage, and talk of infulting ? What 
will this world come to, if a gentleman may not jeft 
with a fervant ? Well, fuch fervants ! pray be gone, 
and fee when you will have the honour to be fo in- 
fulted again. Servants infulted— a fine time.— 7— 
Infulted ! Get down flairs, you flut, or the footman 
{hall infult you. 

The laft day of the laft week was now coming, 
and my kind couiin talked of lending me down in 

the 
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the waggon to preferye me from bad courfes. But. 
in the morning fhe came and told me that {he had 
one trial more for me ; Euphemia wanted a maid 
and perhaps I might do for her ; for, like me, fhe 
muft fall her creft, being forced to lay down her 
chariot upon the lofs of half her fortune 6y bad 
fecurities, and with her way of giving-her money 
to every body that pretended to want it, _ fhe could 
have little beforehand ; therefore I might ferve her; 
for, with all her fine fenfe, fhe muft not pretend tp 
be nice. 

I went immediately, and met at the door a young 
gentlewoman, who told me fhe had herfelf been hired 
that morning, but that fhe was ordered to bring any 
that offered up flairs. I was accordingly introduced 
to Euphemia, who, when I came in, laid down her 
book, and told me, that fhe fent for me not to gra- 
tify an idle curiofity, but left my dirappointment 
might be made ftill more grating by incivility ; that 
fhe was in pain to deny any thing, much more 
what was no favour ; that fhe faw nothing in my 
appearance which did not make her wifh for my 
company ; but that another, whofe claims might 
perhaps be equal, s had come before me. The 
thought of being fo near to fuch a place, and miffing 
it, brought tears into my eyes, arid my fobs hinder'd 
me from returning my acknowledgments. - She rofe 
up confuted, and fuppofingby my concern that I was 
diftrefled, placed me by her, and made me tell her 
my ftory ; which when fhe had heard, fhe put two 
guineas in my hand, ordering me to lodge near her, 
and make ufe of her table till fhe could provide for 
me. I am now under her protection, and know not 
how to fhew my gratitude better than by giving this 
account to the Rambler. - 

Vol. I. E 
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Numb. 13. Tuesday, May 1, 1750. 

Crnmifumjue Uges & vino tortus & trS. H °** 

And let not wine or anger wreft 

TV intr^fted fecret from your breaft. Francis. 



I 



T is related by Quintus Curtius, that the Perfians 
m always conceived an invincible contempt of a 
man, who had violated the laws of fecrecy ; for they 
thought; that, however he might be deficient in the 
qualities requifite' to adual excellence, the negative 
virtues at leaft were in his power, and though he 
perhaps could not fpeak well if he was to try, it was 
ftill eafy for him not to fpeak. 

In forming this opinion of the eafinefs of fecrecy. 
they feem to have conftdered it^as oppofed, not to 
I treachery, but loquacity, and to have conceived the 
man whom they thus cenfured, not frighted by 
menaces to reveal, or bribed.by promifcs to betray, 
but incited by the mere pleafure of talking, or fome 
other motive equally trifling, to lay open his heart 
without refleaion, and to let whatever he knew 
flip from him, only for want of power to retain 
It Whether, by their fettled and avowed fcorn 
of thoughtlefs talkers, the Perfians were able to' 
diffufe to any great extent the virtue of tacitur- 
nity we are hindered by the diftance of thofe times 
from being able to difcover, there being very few 
memoirs remaining of the court of Perfepohs, nor 
any diftina accounts handed down to us of 
their oifice clerks, their ladies of the bed-cham^ 
ber, their attorneys, their chamber-maids, or their 

footmen. , r 

In thefe latter ages, though the old animofity 
ag*inft a prattler is ftill retained, it appears wholly 
to have loft it* effete upon the condua of man- 
kind ; 
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kini ; for fecrets are fo feldom kept, that it may ' 
with fome reafon be doubted, whether the ancients 
were not miftaken in their firft poftulate, whether 
the quality of retention be fo generally bellowed, 
and whether a fecret has not fome fubtle volatility, 
by which it efcapes imperceptibly at the fmalleft 
vent, or fome power of fermentation, by which it 
expands itfelf fo as to burft the heart that will not 
give it way. 

Thofe that ftudy either the body or the mind of 
man, very often find the moft fpecious and pieaf- 
ing theory falling under the weight of contrary 
experience ; and inftead of gratifying their vanity 
by inferring effe&s from caufes, they ape always 
reduced at laft to conjefture caufes from effects. 
That it,is eafy to be fecret/ the fpeculatift can de- 
monftrate in his retreat, and therefore thinks him* 
(elf juftified in placing confidence j the man of the 
world knows, that, whether difficult or not, it is 
uncommon, and therefore finds himfelf rather in-' 
dined to fearch after the reafon of this uniyerfai 
failure in one of the moft important duties of 
fociety. 

Tlie vanity of being known to be trufted with a ' 
fecret is generally one of the chief motives to difclofe 
it ; for however abfurd it may be thought to boaft 
4n honour by an ad which fhews that it was confer- 
red without merit,' yfet moft msrvfeenr rather inclined 
to confefs the want of virtue than of importance, 
and more wiHinglyifhew their influence, though tat 
the expence of their' probity, than glide through 
life with no other pleafare than the private confci- 
oufiiefs of fidelity ; which, while it is preferved, 
muft be without pratfe, except from the fingle*per- 
fon who tries and knows it. 

E z Theft 
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There Arc many ways of telling a fecret, by which 
a man exempts himfelf from the reproaches of his 
confeience, and gratifies his pride, without fuffering 
himfelf to believe that he impairs his virtue. He 
tells the private affairs of his patron, or his friend, 
only to thofe from whom he would not conceal his 
own ; he tells them to thofe, who have no tempta- 
tion to betray the truft, or with a denunciation of a 
certain forfeiture of his friendfhrp, if he difcovers that 
they become publick. 

Secrets are very frequently told in the firft ardour 
of kindnefs, or of love, for the fake of proving, by 
fo important a facrifice, fincerity, or tendernefs ; 
but with this motive, though it be ftrong in itfelf, 
vanity concurs, fince every man defires to be moft 
-^efteemed by thofe whom he loves, or with whom he 
converfes, with whom he pafles his hours of plea- 
sure, and to whom he retires from bufinefs and 
from care. 

When the difcovery of fecrets is under conside- 
ration, there is always a diftindion carefully to be 
made between our own and thofe of another ; thofe 
of which we are fully mafters as they affe<ft only our 
own intereft, and thofe which are repofited with 
us in truft, and involve the happinefs or conve- 
nience of fiich as we have no right to expofe to ha- 
zard. To tell our own fecrets is generally folly, 
but that folly is without guilt; to communicate 
-nthofe with which we are intruded is always trea- 
chery, and treachery for the moft part combined 
^ with folly. 

There have, indeed, been fome enthufiaftick 
and irrational zealots for friendifliip, who have 
maintained, and perhaps believed, that one friend 
has a right to all that is in poffeffion of another; 

and 
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and that therefore it is a violation of kindnefs to 
exempt any fecret from this boundlefs confidence. 
Accordingly a late female minifter of ftate has been 
flhamelefe enough to inform the world, that fhe ufed, 
when fhe wanted to extract any thing from her fo- 
vereign, to remind her of Montaigne's reafoning, 
who has determined, that to tell a iecret to a friend 
is no breach of fidelity, becaufe the number of per- 
fons trufted is not multiplied, a man and his friend 
being virtually the fame. 

That fuch a fallacy could be impofed upon any 
human underftanding, or that an author could have 
advanced a pofition fo remote from truth and reafon, 
any other ways than as adeclaimer, to ihew to what 
extent he could ftretch his imagination, and with 
what ftrength he could prefs his principle, would 
fcarcely have been credible, had not this lady kindly 
Ibewn us how far weaknefe may. be deluded, or 
indolence amufed. But fince it appears, that even 
this fophifhy has -been able, with the help of a 
ftrohg defire to repofe in quiet upon the underftand- 
ing of another, to miflead honeft intentions, and 
an underftanding not contemptible, it may not be 
iuperfluous to remark, that thofe things which are 
common among friends are only fach as either 
poflefles in his »own right, and can alienate or 3e- 
ftroy without injury to any other perfon. Without 
this limitation, confidence niuft run on without, 
end, the fecond perfon may tell the fecret to die 
third, upon the fame principle as he received it from 
the firft, and the third may hand it forward to a 
fourth, till at laft it is told in the round of friendfhip 
to them from whom it was the firft intention to 
conceal it. 

E 3 The 
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The confidence which Caftis has. of the faithful- 
nefs of Titias is nothing more than an opinion which 
himfelf cannot know to be true, and which Clau- 
dius, who firft tells his fecret to Caius, may know 
to be folfe ; and therefore the fruft is transferred by 
Caius, if he reveal what has-been told him, to one 
from whom the perfon originally concerned would 
have withheld it ; and whatever may be the event, 
Caius has hazarded the happinefc of his friend, 
without neceffity and without permiffion, and has 
put that truft in the hand of fortune which was given 
enly to virtue. 

All the arguments upon which a man who is 
telling the private affairs of another may ground 
his confidence of fecurity, he muft upon refle&ion 
know to be uncertain, becaufe he finds them with- 
out «ffe& upon himfelf. When he is imagining 
% (hat Tittus will he cautious from a regard to his 
* intereft, his reputation, or his duty, he ought to 
rcfleft that he is himfelf at that inftant afting in 
oppofition to all thefe rcaforo, and revealing what 
intereft, reputation, and duty direft him to con- 
ceal. 

Every one feels that in his own cafe he fhould 
confider the man incapable of truft, who believed 
himfelf at liberty to tell whatever he knew to the 
firft whop he mould conclude <deferving of his 
confidence; therefore Caius, in admitting Titius 
to the affairs imparted only to himfelf, muft know 
that he violates his faith, fince he a&s contrary to 
the intention of Claudius, to whom that faith was 
given. For promifes of friendship are, like all t 
others, ufekfs and vain, unleTs they are made in 
fome known fenfe, adjufted and acknowledged by 
both parties. 

lam 
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I ani not ignorant that many queftions may be 
ftarted relating to the duty "of fecrecy, where the 
affairs are ofpublick concern; where fubfequent 
reafons may arife to alter the appearance and nature 
of the truft ; that the manner in which the fecret 
was told may change the degree of obligation ; and 
that the principles upon which a man is chofen for 
a confident , may not always equally conftrain him. 
But thefe fcruples, if not too intricate, are of too 
extenfive confiderauon for my prefent purpofe, 
nor are they fuch as generally occur in common 
life ; and though cafuiftical knowledge be ufeful in 
proper hands, yet it ought by no means to be care- 
lefsly expofed, fince mo£ will ufe it rather to lult 
than awaken their own confcienc.es ; and the threads 
of reasoning, on which truth is fufpended, are fre- 
quently drawn to fuch fubttlity, that common eyes 
cannot perceive, ancl common (eafibility cannot feel 
Jhem. 

The whole do£trine, as well as practice of fecrecy, 
is fo perplexing and dangerous, that, next to him 
who is compelled to truft, I think him unhappy who 
is chofen to be trufted ; for he is often involved in 
fcruples without the liberty of calling in the help of 
any other underftanding ; he is frequently drawn 
into guilt, under the appearance of friendfhip and 
honefty? and fometimes fubjeded to fufpiqon by 
the treachery of others, who are engaged without 
his knowledge in the fame fchemes ; for he that has 
one confident has generally inore, and when he is 
at Iaft .betrayed, is in doubt on whom he (hall fix the 
crime. 

The rules therefore that I fhall propofe concern- 
ing fecrecy, and from which I think it not (afe to 
deviate, without long and exa& deliberation, are™ 
E 4 Never 
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Never to folicit the knowledge of a fecret. Not 
willingly, nor without many limitations, to accept 
fuch confidence when it is offered. When a fecret 
is once admitted, to confider the truft as of a very 
high nature, important as fociety, and facred as 
truth, and therefore not to be violated for any in- 
cidental convenience, or flight appearance of con- 
trary fitnefs. 

Numb. 14. Saturday* May 5> 1750, 



-Nil fiiit unquam 



Sic difpar fbi HOIU 

Sure fuch a various creature ne'er was known .Francis* 

AMONG the many inconfiftencies which 
folly produces, or infirmity fuffers in the hu- 
man mind, there has often been obferved a mani- 
feft and ftriki ng contrariety between the life of an 
author and his- writings ; and tyliltork, in a letter to 
a learned ftranger, by whom he had been vifited, 
with great reafon congratulates himfeJf upon the 
confcioufnefs of being found equal to his own cha- 
ra&er, and having preferved, in a private and fami- 
liar interview, .that reputation which his works had 
procured him. 

. . Thofe whom the appearance of virtue, or the 
evidence of genius., have tempted to a nearer know- 
ledge of the -writer in whofe performances they 
may be found, have indeed had frequent reafon to 
repent their curiofity ; the bubble that fparkled 
before them has become common water at the 
t6uchj the phantom of perfection has vanifhed 

when 
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when they wiflied to prefe it to their bofom. They 
have loft the pleafure of imagining how far huma-. 
nity may be exalted, and, perhaps, felt themfelves 
lefs inclined to toil up the fteeps of virtue, whe» 
they obferve thofe who feem beft able to point the 
way, loitering below, as either afraid of the labour, 
or doubtful of the reward. 

It has been long the cuftom of the oriental ftio- 
narchs to hide themfelves in gardens and palaces, 
to avoid the converfation of mankind, and to be 
known to their fubje&s only by their edi&s. Thq 
feme policy is ik> lefs neceffery to him that writes, 
than to him tha^t governs; for men would not more 
patiently fubmit to be taught, than commanded, by 
one known to have the fame follies and weaknefles 
with themfelves. A fudden intruder into the 
clofet of an author, would perhaps feel equal indig- 
nation with the officer, who having long fcJicited 
admiffion into the prefence of Sardanapalus,. few 
him not confulting upon laws, enquiring into 
-grievances, or modelling armies, but employed in 
feminine amufements, and directing the ladies in 
their work. 

It is not difficuk to conceive, however, that for - 
^many reafons- a man writes much better than he 
lives. For without entering into refined fpecula- 
tions, it may be {hewn much eafier to defign than - 
to perform. A man propofes his fchernes of life 
in a ftate of abftra&ion and difengagement, ex- 
empt from the enticements of hope, the felicitations 
of afie&ion, the importunities of appetite, or the 
depreflions of fear, and is in the fame ftate with 
him that teaches upon land the art of navigation, 1 
-to whom the fea is always fmooth, and the wind 
always profperous. 

E 5 The 
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The mathematicians are well acquainted with 
the difference between pure fcience, which has to 
do only with idea?, and the application of its laws 
to the ufe of life, in which they are conftrained to 
fubmit to the imperfection of matter and the influ- 
ence of accidents. Thus, in moral difcuffions, it is 
y to be^ remembered that many impediments obftrucfc 
* our praftice, which very eafily give way to theory. 
The fpeculatift is only in danger of erroneous rea- 
foning, but the man involved in life has his own 
paffions, and thofe of others, to encounter, and is 
embarrafled with a thoufand inconveniencies, which 
confound him with variety of impulfe, and either 
perplex or obftruft his way. He is forced to a<3- 
without deliberation, and obliged to chufe before 
he can examine \ he is furprifed by fudden altera- 
tions of the ftate of things, and changes his mea- 
sures according to fuperficial appearances; he is 
led by others, either becaufe he his indolent, or be- 
caufe he his timorous ; he his fometimfcs afraid to 
know whatf is right, and fometimes finds friends 
or enemies diligent to deceive him. 

We are, therefore^ not to wonder that moft fe.il> 
amidft tumult, and fnares, and danger, in the ob- 
fervance oT thofe precepts, which they lay down 
in fblitude, fafety, and tranquillity, with a mind 
unbiased, and with liberty unobftru&ed. It is the 
condition of our prefent ftate to fee more than we 
can attain ; the exa&eft vigilance and caution can 
never maintain a fingle day of unmingled inno- 
cence, much lefs can the Utmoft efforts of incorpo- 
rated mind reach the fummits of fpeculative virtue* 
It is, however, neceffary for the idea of perfec- 
tion to be propofed, that we may have fome objedfc 
to which our. endeavours are to-be dke&d; and 

hi 
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he that is moil deficient in the duties of life, makes 
fome atonement for his faults, if he warns others 
againft his own failings, and hinders, by the £du~ 
brity of his admonitions, the contagion of his ex- 
ample. 

Nothing is more unguft, however Cornmon, than < 
to charge with hypocrify him that exprefles seal 
for thofe virtues, which he negle&s to pra&fe; 
fince he may be fincerely convinced of the advan- 
tages of conquering his paffions, without having 
yet obtained the victory, as a man may be confi- 
dent of the advantages of a voyage, or a journey, < 
without having courage or induftry to undertake 
k, and may honeftly recommend to others, thofe 
attempts which he negle&s himfelf. 

The intereft which the corrupt part of mankind 
have in hardening themfelves againft. every motive 
to amendment, has difpofed them to give to thefe 
contradiSions, when they can be produced againft 
the caufe of virtue, that weight which they will not 
allow them in any other cafe. They fee men a£t in 
oppofition to their intereft, without fuppofing, that 
they do not know it; thofe. who give way to the 
fodden violence of paflion, and forfake thjfc moft ♦ 
important purfuits for petty pleafures, are notfup* 
pofed to have changed their opinions, or to ap~ 
prove their own condu£t. In moral or religious 
queftions alone they determine the fentiments by • 
the a&ions, and charge every man with endea- 
vouring to impofe upon the world, whole writings 
are not confirmed by his lite* They never confix 
der that themfelves negle<ft or praftife fbmething 
every day, inconfiftendy with their own fettled 
judgment, nor difcover that the conduct of the 
advocates for virtue can little ix^reafe, or kfien* 
E 6 the 
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the obligations of their di&ates ; argument is to be 
invalidated only by argument, and is in itfelf of the 
feme force, whether or not it convinces him by 
whom it is propofed. % 

Yet fince this prejudice, however unreafonable, 
is always likely to. have feme prevalence, it is the 
duty of every man to take care left he (hould hin- 
der the efficacy of his own inftruftions. When he 
deftres to gain the belief of others, he {hould 
(hew that he believes hitjifelf; and when he 
teaches the fitnefs of virtue by his reafonings, he 
fliould, by his example, prove its poflibility: 
Thus much at leaft may be requtred of him, that 
he fhall not aft worfe than others becaufe he writes 
better, nor imdgine that, by the merit of his genius, 
he may claim indulgence beyond mortals of the 
lower claffes, and be excufed for want of prudence, 
or negled of virtue. 

- Bacon, in his hiftory of the winds, after having « 
offered fomething to the imagination as defirable, 
often propofes lower advantages in its place to the 
feafon as attainable. The fame method may be 
fometimes purfued in moral endeavours, which 
this philofopher has obferved in natural enquiries ; • 
9 having firft fet pofitive and abfolute excellence be- 
fore us, we may be pardoned though we fink down 
to humbler virtue, trying, however, to keep our 
point always in view, and ftruggling not to lofe 
ground, though we cannot gain it. 

It is recorded of Sir Matthew Hale, that he, for 
a long time, concealed the confecration of himfelf 
v to the ftri&er duties of religion, left, by fome flagi- 
tious and fhameful adion, he fhould bring piety 
into difgrace. For the fame reafon it may be pru- 
dent for a writer, who apprehends that he fhaH 

not 
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not inforce his own maxims by his domeftick 
chara&er, to conceal his name, that he may not in»- 
jure them. 

There are, indeed, a great number whofe cu- 
riofity to gain a more familiar knowledge of fuc- 
cefsful writers, is not fo much prompted by an- 
opinion of their power to improve as to delight, and 
who expect from them not arguments againft vice, . 
or diflertations on temperance or juftke,. but flights 
of wit^ and Tallies of pleafantry, or, at leaft, acute 
..remarks, nice diftinftionsuuftnel^offentiment, and 
elegance of di&ion. 

/This expectation is, indeed, fpecious and pro-, 
bable, and yet, fuch is the fate of all human hopes, 
that it is very often fruftrated, and thofe who raife- 
admiration by their books, difguft by their com- 
pany. A man of letters for the moft part fpends, 
in the privacies of ftudy, that feafon of life in which * 
the manners are to be foftened into eafe, and polifli- 
ed into elegance ; and, when he has gained know- 
ledge enough to be refpe£bed, lias negle&ed the 
minuter a6ts by which he might have pleafed. When 
he enters life, if his temper be fort and timorous, he 
is diffident and hafhful,. from the knowledge of his 
defects ; or if he was born with fpirit and rtfolution, 
he is ferocious and arrogant, from the confcioufnefs 
of his merit : he is either diflipated by the awe of 
company, and unable to recollect his reading, and 
arrange his arguments ; or he is hot and dogmati- 
cal, quick in oppofition, and tenacious in defence, 
difabled by his own violence, and confufed by his 
hafte to triumph. 

The graces of writing and converfatton are of 
different kinds, and though he who excels in one 
might have been with opportunities and applica- 
tion 
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. tion equally fuccefsfiil in the other, yet as many 
pleafe by extemporary" talk, though utterly unac- 
quainted with the more accurate method, and more 
laboured beauties, which compofition requires ; lb 
it is very poflible that men, wholly accuftomed to 
works of ftudy, may be without that readinefs of 
conception, and affluence of language, always ne- 
ceffary to' colloquial entertainment. They may 
want addrefc to watch the hints which converfation 
offers for the difplay of their particular attainments, 
©rthey may be fo much unfurnifned with matter 
<xn common fubje&s, that difcourfe not profefledly 
literary glides over them as heterogeneous bodies, 
without admitting their conceptions t? mix in the 
circulation. 
, A tranfition from an author's book to his con- 
verfation, is too often like an entrance into a largp- 
city, after a diftant profpe&. Remotely, we fee no- 
thing but fpires of temples, and turrets of palaces* 
and imagine it the refidence of fplendor, grandeur, 
and magnificence j but, when we have patted the 
gates, we find it perplexed with narrow paflages, 
difgraced with defpicable cottages, embarrafled wkhj 
ohftrudion^ and clouded with finoke* 
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Numb. 15. Tuesday, May% 1750, 

Mt fvaudo vherior vitiorum copia t Quantb 

Major avariti* fatuit.Jinus f Altg $uand» ■ 

Hot animoi t - J\j y 

What age (6 large a crop of vices bore, 

. Or when .was avarice extended more ? 

When were the dice with niore profulion thrown ? 

Drydehf. 

TH E'R E is no grievance, puGlick or private, 
of which, fince I took upon me the office of 
a periodical monitor, I have received fo many, or 
fo earneft complaints, as of the predominance of 
play; of a fatal paffion for cards and dice, which 
feems to have overturned, not only the ambition of 
excellence, but the defire of pleafure ; to have ex- 
tinguifhed the flames of the lover,, as well as of the 
patriot ; and threatens, in its further progrefs, to- 
deftroy all diftin&ions, both of rank and fex, to 
crufh all emulation but that of fraud, to corrupt all 
thofe clafles of our people, whofe anceftors have, by* 
their virtue, their induftryi or the* 1 * parfimony, given 
them the power of living in extravagance, idlenefs, 
and vice, and to leave them without knowledge, but 
of tlie modifh games, and without wifhes > but for 
lucky hands. 

I have Found by long experience, that there are 
few enterprifes fo hopelefs as contefts with the 
fefhion, in which the opponents are not only made 
confident by their numbers, and ftrong -by their 
union, but are hardened by contempt of their an- 
tagonift, whom they always look upon as a wretch 
of low notions, contracted views, mean conver- 
fauon, and narrow fortune, who envies the eleva- 
tions 
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tions which he cannot reach* who would gladly 
imj>itter~ the happinefs which his inelegance or indi- 
gence deny him to partake, and who has no other 
end in his advice, than. to revenge his own mortifi- 
cation by hindering thofe whom their birth and tafte 
have fet above him, from the enjoyment of their 
fuperiority, and bringing them down to- a level with 
himfelf. / 

* Though I have never found myfelf much affe&ed; 
by this formidable cenfure, which I have incurred 
often enough to be acquainted with its full force, yet 
I mall, in fome meafure, obviate it on this occafioiv 
by offering very little in my own name, either of 
argument or intreaty, fince thofe who fuffer by this 
general infatuation may be fuppofed beft able to relate 
its effects* 

SIR, 

THERE feems to be fo little knowledge left 
in the world, and fo little of that reflection 
practifed, by which knowledge is to be gained, 
that I am in doubt, whether I fhall be under- 
stood, when I complain of want of opportunity 
for thinking ; or whether a condemnation, which, 
at prefent feems irreverfible, to perpetual igno- 
rance, will raife any cbmpamon, either in you, or 
. your readers : yet I will venture, to- lay my ftate 
before you, becaufe, I believe, it is natural, to 
moft minds, to take fome pleafure in complain-' 
ing of evils, of which they have no reafon to be 
afhamed. 

I am the daughter of a man of great fortune,. 

whofe diffidence of mankind, and, perhaps* the. 

pleafure of continual accumulation,, incline him 

y to refide upon his own eftate, and to educate his 

children 
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children m his own houfe, where I was bred, if 
not with the moft brilliant examples of virtue be- 
fore my eyes, at leaft remote ^enough from any 
incitements to vice* and wanting neither leifure 
nor bool^s, nor the acquaintance of fome perfons 
of learning in the neighbourhood, I endeavoured to. 
acquire fuch knowledge as might moft recommend 
me to efteem, and thought myfelf able to fup- 
port a converfation upon moft of the fubje£ts, which 
my fexand condition made it proper for me to un- 
derftand. 

I had, befides my knowledge, as my mamma 
and my maid told me, a very fine face, and ele- 
gant fhape, and with all thefe advantages had 
been feyenteen months the reigning toaft for 
twelve miles rpund, and never came to the 
monthly aflembly, but I heard the old ladies that 
fat by wifhing that // might end well, and their 
daughters criticifing my fair, my features, or my 
drefs. 4 

* You know, Mr. Rambler, that ambition 4s 
natural to youths and curiofity to underftanding, 
and therefore will hear, without wonder, that I 
was defirous to extend my victories over thofe 
who might give more honour to the conqueror ; 
and, that I found in a country life a continual re- 
petition, of the fame pleafures, which was not 
" fufficient to fill up the miiicT for the prefent, or 
Vaife any expectations of the future ; and I will 
confefs to you, that I was impatient for a fight 
of the town, and filled my thoughts with the 
difcoveries which I mould make, the triumphs 
that I mould obtain, and the praifes that I fhould 
receive. 

At 
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At laft the time came. My aunt, whole hufhand 
has a feat in parliament, and a place at court, 
buried her only child, and fent for me to fupply 
the lofs. The hope that I mould fo far infinuate 
myfelf into their favour, as to obtain a confiderable 
augmentation of my fortune, procured me every 
convenience for my departure, with great expedi- 
tion; and J could not, amidft all my , tranfports, 
forbear fome indignation to fee with what readineft 
the natural guardians of my virtue fold me to a ftate, 
which they thought more hazardous than it really 
was, as fooa as a new acceflion of fortune glittered 
in their eyes* f 

Three days I was upon the toad, and on the 
fourth morning my heart danoed at die. fight of 
London. I was fct down at my aunt's, and ear- 
tered upon the fcene of a$ioii. I expected hqw* 
from the age and experience of my aunt, fome 
fwdpntial kflonii bufe after *he feft civUities 
and firft tears were over, was told what pity it waft 
t& have kept fo fine a girl fo long in the country * 
for the people who did jiot begin, young, fel- 
dom dealt their cards handfomely or played them 
tolerably. 

, Young perfons are commonly inclined to flight 
the remarks and counfels of their elders. I imiled, 
perhaps, with too much contempt,- and was upon 
the point of telling her, that my time had not been 
paft in fuch trivial attainments. JJut I fqon found 
that things are to be eftimated, not .by the im- 
portance of their effect, but the frequency of their 
uie. 

A few days after, my aunt gave me notice, 
that fome company, which (he had been fix 
weeks in collecting, was to meet that evening, 

and 
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and (he expe&ed a finer aflembly than had been 
feen all the winter. She exprefled this- in the jar- 
gon of a gamefter, and, when I afked an explica- 
tion of her terms of art, wondered where I had 
lived. I had already found my aunt fo incapable 
of any rational conclufion, and fo ignorant of every 
thing, whether great or little, that I had loft all 
regard to her opinion, and drefled myfelf with great 
expectations of an opportunity to difplay my 
charms among rivals, whofe competition would not 
difhonour me. The company came in, and after 
the curfory compliments of falutation, alike eafy to 
the loweft and the higheft underftanding, what was 
the refult ? The cards were broke open, the parties 
were formed, the whole night pafled in a game, 
upon which the young and old were equally em- 
ployed y nor was I able to attract an eye, or gain 
an ear, but being compelled to play without (kill, I 
perpetually embarrafled my partner, an^ (oon per- 
ceived the contempt of the whole table gathering 
upon me. 

I cannot but fufpedt, Sir, that this odious fa- 
shion is produced by a confpiracy of the old, the 
ugly, and the ignorant, againft the young and 
beautiful, the witty and the gay, as a contrivance 
to level all diftindtions of nature and of art, to con- 
found the world in a chaos of folly, to take from 
thofe/ who could outfhine them, all the advantages 
of mind and body, to withhold youth from its na- 
tural pleafures, deprive wit of its influence, and 
beauty of its charms, to fix thofe hearts upon 
money, to which love has hitherto been entitled, to 
fink life into a tedious uniformity, and to allow it no 
Other hopes or fears, but thofe of robbing, and being 
robbed, 

• Be 
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" Be pleafed, Sir, to inform thofe of my fex, who 
have minds capable of nobler fentiments, that, if 
they will unite in vindication of their pleafures and 
-their prerogatives, they may fix a time, at which, 
cards (hall ceafe to be in fafcion, or be left only 
to thofe who Jiave neither beauty to be loved, nor 
fpirit to be feared j neither knowledge to teach^ nor 
modefty to learn; and who, having pafled their 
youth in vice, are juftly condemned to fpend their 
age in folly. 

lam* SIR, &c. ' ' ~ ' 

ClEORA. 

SIR, 

VEXATION will burft my heart, if I do 
not give it vent* As you publifli a paper, 
I infift upon it, that you infert this in your next, 
as ever you hope for the kindnefsr and encourage- 
ment of any woman of tafte, fpirit, and virtue. 
I would have it publilhed to the world, how de- 
ferving wives are ufed . by imperious coxcombs, 
that henceforth no woman may marry, who has 
not the patience of Grizzel. Nay, if even Griz- 
zel had been married to a gamefter, her temper 
would never have held out. A wretch that lofes 
his good-humour and humanity along with his 
money, and will not allow enough from his own 
extravagances to fupport a woman of fafliion in 
the neceflary amufements of life ! — Why does: 
not he employ his wife head to make a figure In 
parliament, raife an eftate, and get a title ? That 
would be fitter for the mafter of 3 family, than 
rattling a noify dite-box; and then he might in- 
dulge his wife in a few flight expences and elegant 
^diverfions. 

What 
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What if I was unfortunate at Brag?— Should 
he not have ftayed to fee how luck would turn 
another time ? Inflead of that, what does he do, 
but picks a quarrel, upbraids me -with lofs of 
beauty, abufes my acquaintance, ridicules my 
play, and infults my underftanding; fays, for- 
footh, that women have not heads enough to play 
with any thing but dolls, and that they (hould 
be .employed in things proportionable to their 
underftanding, keep at home, and mind family 
affairs. 

. I do ftay at home, Sir, and all the world knows 
I am at home every Sunday. I have had fix routes 
this winter, and lent out~ten packs/ of cards in in- 
vitations to private parties. As for management, 
I am fure he cannot call me extravagant, or fay I 
do not mind my family/ The children are out at 
nurfe in villages as cheap as any two little brats 
can be kept, nor have I ever feerr them fince ; 
fo he has no trouble about them. The fervants live, 
at board wages. My own dinners come from 
the Thatch'd Houfe; and I have never paid a 
penny for any thing I have bought fince I was 
married. As for play, I do think I may, indeed, 
indulge in that, now I am my own miftrefe. 
Papa made me drudge at whift till I was tired of 
it; and, far from wanting a head, Mr. Hoyle* 
when he had not given me above forty leflbns, 
feid I was one of his beft fcholars. I thought 
then with myfelf, that, if once I was at liberty, 
. I would leave play, and take to reading romances, 
things fo forbidden at our houie, and lb railed 
at, that it was impoffibje not to fancy them very 
charming. Moft unfortunately, to lave me from 
absolute undutifulnejs, juft as I was named, came 
. v * dear 
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dear Brag into fafhiqn, and, ever fince it has been 
the joy of * y life ; fo eafy, fo cheerful and care- 
lefs, fo void of thought, and fo genteel ! Who 
can help loving it ? Yet the perfidious thing -has 
ufed me very ill of lafe, and to-morrow I lhould 
have changed it for Faro* But, oh ! this deteft- 
able to-morrow, a thing always expe&ed,- and 

never found. Within thefe few hours muft I 

be dragged into the country. The wretch, Sir* 
left me in a fit, which his- threatenings had occa- 
fioned, and unmercifully ordered a poft-chaife. 
Stay I cannot, for money I have aone, and cre- 
dit I cannot get But I will make the monkey 

* play with me at picquet upon the road for all I 
want. I am almoft Aire to beat him, and his . 

' debts of honour I know he will pay. Then who 
can tell.but I may ftill come back and conquer lady 
Packer ? Sir, you need not print this laft fcheme, 

and, upon fecond thoughts, you may. Oh 

diftra&ion ! the poft-chaife is at the door. Sir, 
publifli what you will, only let it be printed without ' 
a name. 

Numb. 16. Saturday, May 12, 1750, 

■ Multh dicendi copia t*rrens y 

Et fwa mortifera eft facundia — JUV. 

Some who the depths of eloquence have founds 

In that unnavigaole ftream were drown'd. DRYDEN* 

SIR, 

I AM the modeft young man whom you favour- 
ed with your advice* in a late paper ; and, as 
I am very far from fuipe&ing that you forefaw 
3 *e 
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the num]t>erlels inconvenicncics which I have, by 
following it, brought upon myfelf, I will lay my 
condition open before you, for you feem bound to 
extricate me from the perplexities, in which your 
counfel, however innocent in the intention, has con- 
tributed to involve me. 

You told me, as you thought, to my comfort, 
that a writer might eafily find means of introducing 
his .genius to the world, for the prsffis of England 
were open. This I have now fetally experienced ; 
the prefs is, indeed, open. 

■ Fact lis defcenfus Averni, 

Neclts atfue dies patet atri jatma Ditis, VlR<5, 

The gates of hell are open night and day j 

Smooth the defcent, and eafy is the way. Dry den. > 

The means of doing hurt to ourfelves are always 
at hand. I immediately fent to a printer, and 
contracted with him for an impreffion of feveral 
thoufands of my pamphlet. While it was fct the 
prefs, I was feldom abfent from the printing-houfe, 
and continually urged the workmen to hafte, by 
folfckations, promifes, and rewards. From the 
day all other pleafures were excluded, by the delight- 
ful employment of corre&ing the fheets ; and from 
the night fleep generally was banifhed, by antici- 
pations of the happinefs which every heur was bring- 
ing nearer. 

At laft the time of publication approached, and 
my heart beat with the raptures of an author. I 
was- above all little precautions, and, in defiance 
of envy or of criticifm, fet my name upon the 
title, without fufficiently confidering, that what 
has once paffed the prefs is irrevocable, and that 
though the printing-houfe may properly be com- 
pared 
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pared to the infernal regions, for the facility of its 
entrance, and the difficulty with which authors re- 
turn from it ; yet there is this difference, that a great 
genius can never return to his former ftate, by a 
happy draught of the waters of -oblivion. 

I am now, Mr. Rambler, known to be an 
author, and am condemned, irreverfibly condemn- 
ed, to all the miferies of high reputation. The 
firft morning after publication my friends afiem- 
bled about me ; I prefented each, as is ufual, with 
a copy of my book. They looked into the firft 
pages, but were hindered, by their admiration, 
from reading further. The firft pages are, indeed, 
very elaborate. Some paflages they particularly 
dwelt upon, as more eminently beautiful than the 
reft ; and fome delicate ftrokes, and fecret elegan- 
cies, I pointed* out to them, which had efcaped 
their obfervation. I then begged of them to for- 
bear their compliments, and invited them, I could 
do no lefs, to dine with me at a tavern. After 
dinner, the book was refumed; but their praifes 
very often fo much overpowered my modefty, that 
I was forced to put about the glafs, and had often no 
means of repreffing the clamours of their admi- 
rationy but. by thundering to the drawer for another ' 
bottle. 

Next morning another fet of my acquaintance 
congratulated me, upon my performance, with 
fuch importunity of praife, that I was again forced 
to obviate their civilities by a treat. On the third 
day I had yet a greater number of applauders tp 
put to filence in the lame manner j and, oh the 
fourth, thofe whom I had entertained the firft 
day came again, having, in the perufol of the re- 
maining part of the book, difcoYered fo many 

forcible 
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-forcible (entences and mafterly touches, that it was 
impoffible for me to bear the repetition of their 
commendations, I, therefore, perfuaded them once 
more to adjourn to the tavern, and chufe fome 
other fubjedt, on which I might {hare in the con- 
versation. But it was not in their power to with- 
hold their attention from my performance, which 
had fo entirely taken pofleflion of their minds, that 
no intreaties of mine could change their topick, and 
I was obliged to ftifle, with claret, that praife, which 
neither my modefty could hinder, nor my uneafi- 
nefs rqprefs. 

The whole week was thus fpent in a kind of 
literary revel, and I have now found that nothing 
is fo expenfive as great abilities, unlefs there is 
joined with them an infatiable eagernefs of praife ; 
for to efcape from the pain 6f hearing myfdf 
exalted above the greateft names dead and living 
of the learned world, it has already coft me two 
hogfheads of port, fifteen gallons of arrack, ten 
<dozen of claret, and five and forty bottles of 
champagne. 

I was refolved to flay at home no longer, and, 

therefore, rofe early and went to the coffee-houfe ; 

but found that I had now made myfelf too eminent 

for happinefs, and that I was no longer to enjoy 

the pleafure of mixing, upon equal terms, with 

.'the reft of the world. As foon as I enter the 

room, I fee part of the* company raging with 

envy, which they endeavour to conceal, fome- 

times with die appearance of laughter, and fome- 

times with that of contempt; but the diiguife .is 

.fuch that I can difcover the fecret rancour of their 

hearts, and as envy is defervedly its ownpuniflbment, 

; Vol. I. F - Ifre- 
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I frequently indulge myfelf in tormenting them with . 
my prefence. 

But, though there may be fome flight fatisfa&ion 
received from the mortification* of my enemies, yet 
my benevolence will not fuller me to . take any 
pleafure in the terrors of my friends. I have been 
cautious, fince the appearance of my work, not 
to give myfelf more premeditated airs of fuperiority, 
than the moft rigid humility might allow. It is, 
indeed, not impoffible that I may fometimes have 
laid down my opinion, in a .manner that fliewed a 
confcioufnefs of my ability to maintain it, or inter- 
rupted the converfation, \vhen I iaw its. tendency, 
without fuffering the Speaker to wafte his time in 
explaining his fentiments ; and, . indeed, I did in- 
dulge myfelf for two days in .a cuftom of drum- 

„ ming with my fingers, when the company began to 
lofe themfelves in abfurdities, or to encroach upon 
fubje&s which I knew them unqualified to difcufs. 
But I generally a&ed with great appearance of re- 
{pe&, even to-thofe whofe ihipidijy I pitied in my 
iieart. Yet, notwifhftanding this exemplary mo- 
deration, fo univerfal is the dread of uncommon 
powers, and fuch the unwillingnefs of mankind to 
be made wifer, that I have now for fome days found 
myfelf fliunned by all my acquaintance. If J 
knock at a door, no body is at home ; if I enter * 
coffee- houfe, I have the box to myfelf. I live in 

. the town like a lion in his defert, or an eagle on his 
rock, too great for friendfliip or fociety, and con- 
demned to folitude, by unhappy elevation, and 
dreaded afcendency. 

Nor is my charafter only formidable to others, 
but burdenfome to myfelf. I naturally love to 

talk 
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talk without much thinking, to fcatter my merri- 
ment at random, and to relax my thoughts with . 
-ludicrous remarks and fanciful images ; but fuch 
is now the importance of my opinion, that I am 
afraid to offer it, left, by being eftablifhed too 
haftily into a maxim, it fhould be the occafion of 
error to half the nation ; and fuch is the e'xpeft- 
ation with which I am attended, when J am 
^oing to fpeak, that I frequently pau/e to reflect 
whether what I am about to utter is worthy of 
myfelt 

This, Sir, is fufficiently miserable ; but there are 
ftill greater calamities behind. You muft have read 
in Pope and Swift how men of parts have had their 
clofets rifled, and their cabinets broke open, at the 
-inftigation of .piratical bookfellers, for the profit of 
their works \ t and it is apparent, that there are many 
prints now fold in the fliQps 5 of men whom you can- 
»ot fufpeifc of fitting for that purpofe, and whofe 
likenefles muft have been certainly ftolen when their 
names made their faces vendible. Thefe confeder- 
ations at firft put me on my .guar J, and I have, 
indeed, found fufficicnt reafon for my caution, for 
I have discovered many people examining my coun- 
tenance,.' with a curiolity that (hewed their intention 
to draw it ; I immediately left the houfe, but find 
the fame behaviour in another. 

Others may be perfecutcd, but I am haunted ; I 
have good reafon to believe that eleven painters are 
no\v dogging me, for they know that he who can 
get my face hrft will m<xke his fortune. I often 
change my wig, and wear my hat over my eyirs, by 
which i hope ibmewhat to confound them ; ior you 
know it is not fair to fell my face, without admitting 
me to fhare the profit. 

F 2 I am, 
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I am, however, not fo much in pain for my face 
as for, my papers, which I dare neither carry with 
♦me nor leave behind. I have, indeed, taken fome 
meafures for their prefervation, having put them in 
an iron cheft, and fixed a padlock upon my clofet* 
I change my lodgings five times a week, and always 
remove at the dead of night. 

Thus I live, in confequence of having given 
too great proofs of a predominant genius, in the 
folitude of a hermit, with the anxiety of a mifer, 
and the caution of an outlaw ; afraid to fhew 
my 'face left it fliould be copied ; afraid to fpeak, 
left I fliould injure my chara&er ; and to write, left 
my correfpondents fliould publifli my letters ; al- 
ways uneafy left my fervants fliould fteal my papers 
for the fake of money, or my friends for that of 
the publick. This it is to foar above the reft of 
mankind ; and this reprefentation I lay before you, 
that I may be informed how to diveft. myfelf of 
the laurels which are fo cumberfome to the wearer, 
and defcend to the enjoyment of that quiet from 
which I find a writer of the firft clafs fo fatally- 
debarred. 

Misellus* 
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Numb. 17. Tuesday, May 15, 1750. 

i Me non oracula certum, 

S*d mort carta facit . Lu C A N • 

Let thole weak minds, who live in doubt and fear, 

To juggling priefts for oracles repair 5 

One certain hour of death t« each decreed, 

My fixt, my certain foul from doubt has freed. Ro we. 

IT is recorded of fomc eaftern monarchy that 
he kept an officer in hi3 houfe, whofe eioploy- 
ment it was to. remind him of his mortality, by 
catling out every morning, at a ftated hour, Re- 
immber y prince* that tb$u Jbak du* And the con- 
templation of. the fbulnefs and uncertainty of our 
prefent ftate appeared of fo much importance to 
Solon of Afoem». that he left this precept to 
filtuift ages; ELiep, thine eye fiked. upa/i the end of 

A frcqaer* an<* attentive proJpe£t of that mo- 
ment, which rouft put a period to all our fchemes, 
and deprive us of all our acqutfitioos, is indeed 
of the utmoft efficacy to the juft and rational re- 
gulation of our lives j nor would ever any thing 
wicked, or ojten any things abfurd, be under- 
taken or ppofecuted by him who fhould begin 
every, day with a.feriou&refle£tion that he is born to, 
die* 

The difturbers of our happinsfs, in this world, 
are our dtfiree, our griefs, and our fears, and to ; 
all thefei the confideration of mortality is. a cer- 
tain and adequate remedy. Think, fays Epi^etus, 
frequently on poverty, hanilhment, and death* - 
F 3 and 
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and thou wilt then never indulge violent defires^ 
or give up thy hearfto mean fentiments, 8Jb J ji«o?i 

Touarwov l»$t^tijo-r, «Te or/at \*3i&vp.wm n»cr§ 

That the maxim of Epiftetus is founded on juff 
obfervation will eafily be granted, when we reflect, 
how that vehemence of eagernefe after the com- 
mon objects of purfuit is kindled in our minds. 
We reprefent to ourfelves the pleafures of fome 
future pofleflion, and fuller our thoughts to dwell 
attentively upon it, till it has wholly engrofled the 
imagination, and permits us not to conceive any 
happinefs but its attainment, or any mifery but its 
lofs ; every other fatisfa&ion which the bounty of 
providence has fcattered over life is negle^ed as in— 
confiderable, in comparifon of the great object which 
we have placed before us, and is. thrown from us as 
incumbering- our activity, or- trampled under foot as* 
Handing in our way. 

Every man has experienced how much of this 
ardour has been remitted* when a {harp or tedious 
ficknefs has fet death before his eyes. The exten- 
sive influence of greatnefe, the glitter of wealth, the 
praifes of admirers, and th© attendance of' fupplu. 
cants, have appeare4 vain and empty things, when- 
the laft hour feemed. to be approaching; and the 
feme appearance they would always have, if the. 
fame thought was always predominant; We (bould 
then find the abfurdity of ftretching out our arms 
inceflantly to grafp that which we cannot keep, and 
wearing out our lives in endeavours to add new tur- . 
rets to the fabrick of ambition, when the foundation 
itfelf is fhaking, and the ground on which it {lands is> 
mouldering away. 

All envy is proportionate to defire ; we are un- 
eafy at the attainments of another, according as,w» 

think 
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think our own happinefs would be advanced by 
tiie addition of that which he withholds from 
us ; and therefore whatever deprefles immoderate 
wifhes, will, at the fame time, fet the heart free 
from the corrofion of envy, and exempt us from 
that vice which is, above moft others, tormenting 
to ourfelves, hateful to the world, and produ&ive 
of mean artifices, and fordid pre j eels. lie tLit 
Confiders how foon he muft clofe his life, will find 
nothing of fo much importance as to clofe it well ; 
and will, therefore, look.^with indifference upon 
whatever is ufelefs to that purppfe.- Whoever re- 
flects frequently upon the uncertainty of his. own 
duration, will find out, that the ftate of others is 
not more permanent, . and that what can confer 
nothing on himfelf very defirable, cannot fo much 
improve the condition of a rival, as to make him 
jnuchTuperiorto thofe from -whom he has carried 
the prize, a prize too mean to deferve a very obfti- 
nate oppofition. 

. Even grief, thatpaflion to which the virtuous 
:and tender mind is particularly. fubje&, will be 
obviated or alleviated, by, the fame thoughts. It 
will be obviated, if all the bleflings of our condi- 
tion are enjoyed- with a conftant fenfe of this un T 
certain tenure. . If we remember,, that whatever 
•we pofiefe is to be in our hands but a very little 
time, and that the little, which out moft lively 
hopes can proraife us, may be made lefs, , by ten 
.thoufand accidents ; we (hall not much repine at 
a.lofs, of which we cannot eftimate the value, but of 
which, , though we are not able to tell the leaft 
amount, we know, with fufficient certainty, the 
greateft, and are convinced that the greateft is not 
jnuch to.be regretted. 

F 4 Bufej 
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But, if any paffion has fo much ufurped our un- 

derftanding, as not to fuffer us to enjoy advantages 

. with the moderation prefcribed by reafon* it is not 

too late to apply this remedy, when we find our- 

- felves finking under forrow, and inclined to pine 

for that which is irrecoverably vaniflied. We may 

then ufefully revolve the uncertainty of our own 

condition, and. the folly of lamenting that from 

which, if it had ftayed a little longer, we mould 

ourfelves have been taken away. 

With regard to the fliarpeft and moft melting 
forrow, that which arifes from the lofe of thofe 
whom we have loved with tendernefc, it may be 
obferved, mat friendship between mortals can be. 
contracted on no other terms, than that one muft 
fome time mourn for the other's death : And this 
grief will always yield to the furvivpr one confo* 
lation proportionate to his affliction ; for the pain, 
whatever it be, that he himjelf feels, his friend has 
efcaped. 

Nor is fear, the moft overbearing and refifflefe- 

of all our paffions, lefs to be temperated by this 

univerfal medicine of the mind. The frequent 

contemplation of death, as it (hows the vanity of 

all human good, discovers likewife the lightnefs of 

aft terreftial evi^ which certainly can laft no longer 

I than the fubjecl: upon which it a£b ; and according. 

to the old observation, muft be (hotter, as it is more 

\ violent. The moft cruel calamity which misfor- 

i tune can produce, muft, by the neceffity of nature, 

\ be quickly at an end* The foul cannot long be 

1 held in prifon, but will fly away, and leave a lifelefs 

\ body to human malice. 

V i. ■ i RidftqUi Jut ludibt Id tnHKtm 

And foaring mocks the broken frame below. 

The 
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The utmoft that we can threaten to one another 
is that death, which, indeed, we may precipitate, 
but cannot retard, and from which, therefore, it 
cannot become a wife man to buy a reprieve at the 
expence of virtue, fince he knows not how (mail a 
portion of time he can purchafe, but knows, that, 
whether fhort or long, it will be made left valuable 
by the remembrance of the price at which it has 
been obtained. He is fure that he deftroys his 
happinefs, but is not fure that be lengthens his 
life. 

The known fhortnefs of life, as it ought to mo- 
derate our paffions, may likewife, with equal pro- 
priety, contrail our defigns. There is not time for 
the moft forcible genius, and moft a&ive induftry, 
to extend its effe&s beyond a certain fphere. To 
project the conqueft of the world, is the madnefs of 
mighty princes; to hope for excellence in evdry 
fcience, Jias been the folly of literary heroes ; and 
both have found ^t laft, that they have panted for a 
height of eminence denied to humanity, and have 
loft many opportunities of making themfelves ufeful 
and happy, by a vain ambition of obtaining a fpecies 
of honour, which the eternal laws of providence 
have placed beyond the reach of man. 

The mifcarriages of the great defigns of princes 
are recorded in the hiftories of the world, but are 
of little ufe to the bulk of mankind, who feem very 
little interested in admonitions againft errors which 
they cannot commit. But the fete of learned am- 
bition is a proper fubje& for every fcholar to con- 
fider 5 for who has not had occaiion to regret^he 
diflipation of great abilities in a boundlefs multipli- 
city of purfuits, to lament the fudden defertion of 
excellent defigns, upon the offer of fome other fub- 

f 5 ' jt-a 
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je£t made inviting by its novelty, and to obferve the 
< inaccuracy and deficiencies of works left unfinifhed' 
by too great an extenfion of the plan ? 

It is always pleafing to obferve, how much more 
our minds -can conceive, than our bodies can per- 
form ; yet it is our duty, while we continue in this- 
complicated ftate, to regulate one part of our com- 
pofttion by fome regard to the other. We are not- 
tJ indulge our corporeal appetites with pleafures 
that impair our intelle&ual vigour, nor gratify our 
minds with fchemes which we know our lives muft 
fail in attempting to execute. The uncertainty of 
our duration ought at once to iet bounds to our- 
defigns, and add incitements to our induftry ; and 
when we find ourfelves inclined either to immenfity* 
in our fchemes, or fluggiftinefs in our endeavours, 
we may either check, or animate, ourfelves, by re-, 
colle&ing, with the father of phyfick, that art is long ,.. 
and life is JhorU 
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Numb. 18. Saturday, May 19, 1750, 

lilic matre carentibux, 
Privignix muliere temper&t iencceris, 
Nee dot at a regit virum 
Conjuxy nee nitidofd'U adulters i 

Dos eft magna farentum 
Virtus, et metuem alterius tori 
Certo fee 'ere caftitas. Ho R AC E . 

Not there the guiltlefs ftep-dame knows 
The baleful draught for orphans to compofej 

No wife high-portion'd rules her fpoufe, 
Or trufts her.efTenc'd lover's faithlefs vows : 

The lovers there for dow'ry claim 
The father's vhtue, and the fpotlefs fame, 

Which dares not break the nuptial tie. Francis- 

THERE is no obfervation more frequently 
made by fuch as employ themfelves in fur- 
veying the conduct of mankind* than that mar- 
riage, though the di&ate of nature, and the infti~ 
tation of providence, is yet very often the caufe of 
mifery, -and that thofe who enter into that ftate can 
feldom forbear to exprefs their repentance, and their 
envy of thofe whom- either chance, or cautiofthath 
withheld from it* 

This general unhappinefs has given' occafion to 
many fage maxims among the ferious, and fmart 
- remarks among'the gay 5 the moralift and the writer 
of epigra*ms have equally fhown their abilities upon 
it; fome have lamented, and feme- have ridiculed 
h; but as the faGulty^of writing has been chiefly a 
mafculine endowment, v the reproach of making 
the world miferable has been always thrown upon 
the women, and the grave and the merry have 
equally thought themfelves at liberty to conclude 
F 6 either 
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either with declamatory complaints, or fatirical 
ceh(ures, of female folly or fickknefe, ambition or 
cruelty, extravagance or luft. 

Led by fuch number of examples, and incited 
by my Qiare in the common intereft, I fometimes 
venture to confider this univerial grievance, having 
endeavoured to diveft my heart of all partiality, and 
place myfelf as a kind of neutral being between the 
fexes, whofe clamours, being equally vented on 
both fides with all' the vehemence of diftrefs, all 
the apparent confidence of juftice, and- all the in- 
dignatiQn of injured virtue, feem entitled to equal 
regard. The men have, indeed, by their fupe- 
riority of writing, been able to collcdt, the evidence 
of many ages, and raife prejudices in their favour 
by the venerable teftimonies of philofophers, hifto- 
rians, and poets ; but the pleas of the ladies appeal 
to paflioas of more forcible operation than the reve- 
rence of antiquity. If they have not fo great names- 
on v their fide, they have ftronger arguments ; it is 
to little purpofe, that Socrates, or Euripides, are 
produced againft the fighs of foftnefe, and the tears 
of beauty. The moft frigid and inexorable judge 
would, at leaft, ftand fufpended between equal 
powers, as Lucan was perplexed in the determi- 
nation of the caufe, where the deities were on one 
fide, and Cato on the other. 

But I, who have long ftudied die fevereft and 
moft abftra&ed philofophy, have now, in the cool 
maturity of life,- arrived at fuch command over 
my paifions, that I can hear the vociferations of 
either fex without catching any of the fire from 
thofe that utter them. For I have found, by long 
experience, that a man will fometimes rage at his 
wife, when in reality his miftrefe has offended 
v him j 
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him; and a lady complain of die cruelty of her . 
hufband, when (he has no other enemy than bad 
cards. I do not fufter myfelf to be any longer- 
impofed upon by oaths on one fide, or fits on the 
other; nor when the hufband haftens to the ta- 
vern, and the lady retires to her clofet, am I al- 
ways confident that they are driven by their mife- 
ries;. fince I have fometimes reafon to believe,, that 
they purpofe not fo much to (both their forrows, - 
as to animate their fury. But how little credit 
foever may be given to particular accufations, the 
general accumulation of the charge ihews, with 
too much evidence, that married perfons are not ■ 
very often advanced in felicity ; and, therefore, it 
may be proper to examine at what avenues fo 
many evils have made their way into the world. 
With this purpofe, I have reviewed the lives of my 
friends, who have been leaft (uccefsful in connubial 
contracts, and attentively confidered by what mo- 
tives they were incited to marry, and by what prin- 
ciples they regulated their choice. 

One of the firft of my acquaintances that re- 
vived to quit the unfettled thoughtlefs condition 
of a batchelor, was Prudentius, a man of flow 
parts, but not without knowledge or judgment in 
tilings which he had letfure to confider gradually 
before he determined them. Whenever we met 
at a tavern, it was his province to fettle the fcheme 
erf our entertainment, contra& with the cook, and 
inform us when we had called for wine to the fum 
originally propofed. . This grave coniiderer found, 
by deep meditation, that a man was no lofer by 
marrying early, even though he contented himfelf 
with a lefe fortune ; for eftimating the exad Worth 
of annuities, he found that coufidering the con- 

ftant 
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ftant diminution of the value, of life, with the pro- 
bable fall of the intereft of money, it was not worfe • 
to have ten thoufand pounds at the age of two and. 
twenty years, than a much larger fortune at thirty ; , 
for many opportunities, fays he, occur of improve- 
ing money, which if a. man mifies, he may noty 
afterwards recover. 

Full of thefe reflections, he threw his eyes about 
him, not in fearch of beauty or elegance, dignity i 
. or underftanding, but of a woman with ten thou- 
fand pounds. Such a woman, in a wealthy part o£ 
the kingdom, it was not very difficult to find ; and, 
by artful management with her father, whofe ambi- 
tion was to make his daughter a gentlewoman,' 
my friend got her,- as he boafted to us in confi- 
dence two days after his marriage,, for- a fetdement* 
- of feventy^three pounds a year lefs than her fortune 
might have claimed, and lefs than he would himfelf* 
have given, if the fools had been but wife enough to-- 
delay the bargain. 

Thus, at once delighted with the fuperiority of 
his parts, and the augmentation -of his fortune, he 
carried Furia to his own houfe, in which he never; 
afterwards enjoyed one hour of happinefs. For 
Furia was a wretch of mean intellects; violent paf- 
lions, a ftrong voice, and 4ow education, without 
any fenfe of happinefs- but that which confifted in 
eating and counting money. Furia- was a fcokL 
They agreed in the defire of wealth, but with this 
• difference* that Prudentius was for growing rich 
by gain, Furia by parfimony. . Prudentkis would 
venture his mooey with chances very, much in 
Iris favour; but Furia very wifely observing. that 
•what they had was, while they had it, their own y 
thought alL traffick too great a hazard, .and was for 

putting, 

Digitized by CjOOglC 



N°i&. THE RAMBLER. tit 

putting it out at low intereft, upon good fecurity. 
Prudentius ventured, however, to infure a (hip, at 
a very unreafonable price, but happening to lofe 
his money, was fo tormented with the clamours of 
his wife, that he never durft try a fecond experi- 
ment. He has now grovelled feven and forty years 
under Furia's direftion, who never once mentioned 
him, fince his bad luck, by any. other name than 
that of the infurer. 

The next that married from our fociety. was 
Elorentius. He happened to fee Zephyretta in a 
chariot at a horfe-race, danced with her at night, 
was confirmed in his firft ardour, waited on her 
next morning, and declared himfelf her lover. Flo- 
rentius had not knowledge enough. of th$ world, 
to diftinguifh between the. flutter of coquetry, and 
the fprightlinefs of wit, or between- the fmile of al- 
lurement, and that of cheerful nefs. H& was foon 
waked from his rapture by cony idiot* > that hi* 
pleafure was but the pleafure of a dayv Zephyretta 
had in four and twenty hours fpent her ftock of « 
repartee, gone round the circle of her airs, and had 
nothing remaining for him but childifh infipidity, 
or for herfelf, but the practice of the fame artifices* 
upon newmen. 

. Meliffus was a man of parts, capable of enjoy- 
ing and of improving life. He had pafled through 
the various fcenes of gaiety with that indifference 
and pofTeflion of himfelf, natural to men who have 
fomething higher and nobler in their profpedh 
Retiring to fpend the fummer in a village little fre- 
quented, he happened to lodge in the fame houfe 
with Ianthe, and was unavoidably drawn to fomt 
acquaintance, which her wit and politenefe foon 
invited him to improve. Having no opportunity of 

any 
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any other company, they were always together; 
and, as they owed their pkafures to each- other, 
they began to forget that, any pleafure was enjoyed 
before their meeting. Meliflus, from being delight- 
ed with her company, quickly began to be uneafy 
in her ahfence, and being fufficiently convinced of 
the force of her underftanding, and finding,' as he 
imagined, fuch a conformity of temper as declared 
them formed for each other, addrefled her as a lover* 
after no very long courtfliip obtained her for his 
wife, and brought her next winter to towa in 
triumph. 

Now began their infelicity. Meliflus had only 
feen her in one fcene, where there was no variety of 
objefts, to produce the proper excitements to con- 
trary defires. They had both loved folitude and 
refle&ion, where there was nothing but folitude 
and reflection to be loved ; but when they came 
into publick life, Ianthe di'fcovered thofe paffions, 
which accident rather man hypocrify had hitherto 
concealed. She was, indeed, not without the power 
of thinking,, but was wholly without the exertion of 
that power,. when either gaiety, or fplendour, play- 
ed on her imagination. She was expenfive in her 
diverfions, vehement in her paflions, initiate of 
pleafure however dangerous to her reputation, and 
eager of applaufe by whomfeever it might be 
given. This was the -wife which Meliflus the phi- 
lofopher found in his* retirement, and from whom 
he expeded an aflbciate in his ftudies, and an af- 
fiftant to his virtues, 

Profapius, upon the death of his younger bro- 
ther, that the family might not be extinct, mar- 
ried his houiekeeper, and has ever fince been com- 
plaining to his friends that mean nottvns are in- 
filled 
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ftilled into his children, that he is afliamed to fit at 
his oton table, and that his houfe is uneafy to him 
for want of fui table companions. 

AvarQ, matter of a very largeeftate, took a wo- 
man of bad reputation, recommended to him by a 
rich uncle, who made that marriage the condition 
on which he fhould be his heir. Avaro now 
wonders to perceive his own fortune, his wife's 
and his uncle's, inefficient to give him that hap- 
pinefs which is to be found only with a woman 
©f virtue. 

I intend to treat in more papers on this important 
article of life, and {hall, therefore, make no reflec- 
tion upon thefe hiftories, except that all whom I 
have mentioned failed to. obtain happinefs, for want 
of confidermg that marriage is the ftrideft tie of 
perpetual iriendfhip ; that there can be no friend- 
(hip without confidence, and no coofidojce 
without integrity; and that he. muft expecl to 
be wretched, who pays to beauty, riches, or po» 
Utenefs, that regard which only virtue and piety 
can claim* 



Digitized by 



Googk 



tc 4 THE RAMBLER; 'Wig* 

Numb. 19. Tuesday, May 22, 1750^ 

* Dum te caufidicum, dun te mod* rbetora fi»gis 9 

Et non decemity Taure, quid ejfe velis, 

Eeleos &f Priami tranfit, vei Neftoris atas, 

. Et ferutn fuerat jam tibi definere ■ 
Eja, age, rumpc mo ras, quo te fpe&abimtK ufque f 

Dum quid fa dubitas, jam pot ts ejfe nihil. MART* 

Torhetorick now, and now to law inclined, 
Uncertain where to fix thy changing mind - t . 
Old Priam's age "or Ntjlor's may be out, 
And thou, O Taurus, ftill go on in doubt. 
Come then, how long fuch wavering mall we fee ? 
Thou may*il doubt on. : thou now can'ft nothing bev 

FS Lewi 3* 

ft T is never without very melancholy reflexions, 
JL that wexran obferve the mifcondufi", or miscar- 
riage, of thofe men, who feem by. the force of 
underftanding, or extent. of knowledge, exempted- 
is&m the- general frailties of human nature, and 
privileged from the coj^njon infelicities of life. 
Though the world "is crowded with fcenqs of cala* 
mity, we look upon the general mafs of wretch- 
ednefs with very little regard^ and fix our eyes 
upon the ftate of particular perfons, whom the- 
eminence of their qualities marks out from the 
multitude ; as in reading an account of a battle, 
we feldom reflect. on the vulgar heaps of (laughter, m 
but follow the hero, with our whole attention, 
through all the varieties of his fortune, without a, 
' thought of the thoufands that are falling- round, 
him. 

With the fame kind of anxious veneration I have 
fpr many years been making obfervations on the 
life of Polyphilus, a man whom all his acquaint- 
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ances have, from his firft appearance in the world, 
feared for the quicknefs of his difcernment, and ad- 
mired for the multiplicity of his attainments, but' 
whofe progrefs in life, and ufefulnefs to mankind,^ 
has been "hindered by .the fuperfluity of his know- 
ledge, and the celerity of his mind. 

Polyphiius was remarkable, at the fchool, for fur- 
paffing all his companions, without any vifible appli- 
cation, and at the univerfily was diftinguifhed equal- 
ly for his fuccefcful progrefs as well through the 
thorny mazes of fcience, as the flowery-path of po- 
liter literature, without any ftricT: confinement to 
kours of ftudys or remarkable forbearance of the- 
common amufements of young men: 

When Polyphiius was at the age, in which men 
tMually chufe their profeflion, and prepare to~enter 
'into a publick character, every academical eye was- 
ftxed upon him ; all were curious to enquire, what 
this univerfal genius would "fix upon for the em- 
ployment of his life ; and no doubt was made but 
that he would leave all his contemporaries behind 
him, and mount to the higheft honours of that clafs, 
in which he fhould inltfr himfelf, without thofe 
delays and paufes which muft be endured by- meaner 
abilities. 

' Polyphiius, though by no means infolent oraf- 
ftiming, had been fufficiently encouraged, by unin- 
terrupted fuccefs, to place great confidence in* his 
own parts ; and was- not below his companions in 
the indulgence of his hopqs, and expectations of 
the aftonimmenS with which the* world would be 
ftruck, when firft his luftre fhould break out upon 
k ; nor could lie forbear- (for whom does not con- 
ftant flattery intoxicate?) to join fometimes in the 
Hiirth of his friends, at the fudden difcppearance? 
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of thofe, who, having (hone a while, and drawn the. 
eyes of the publick upon their feeble radiance, were 
now doomed to fade away before him. 
It is natural for a man to catch advantageous. 

, notions of Che condition which thofe, with whom he 
converfes^ are itriving. to attain. Folyphilus, in. 
a ramble to London, fell accidentally among, the. 
phyficians, and was fo much pleafed. with the pro- 
ved of turning philofophy to profit, and fo highly 
delighted with a new theory of fevers which darted, 
into his imagination, and which* after having con* 
fidered it a few hours, he found himfelf able to 
maintain againft all the advocates for the ancient 

- fyftem, that he refolved to apply himfelf to anatomy^ 
botany, and chemiftry, and to leave no p&rt unccm- 
jquered either of the animal, mineral,* or vegetable, 
kingdoms. 

He therefore read authors, conftru&ed fyftems* 
and tried experiments ; but unhappily* as he was. 
going to fee a npw plant in flower in Chelfea, her 
.met, in crofling Weftrninfter to take water, the 
chancellor's coach; he had the curiofity to follow 
him into the haB, where a remarkable caufe hap- 
pened to be tried, and found himfelf able to pro* 
duce fo many arguments, which the lawyers had 
omitted; on both fides, that he determined to quit 
phyiick for a profeffion, in which he found it would 
be fo. eafy to excel, and which promifed higher 
honours, and larger profits, without melancholy, 
attendance upon mifery, mean fubmtffion to pee- 
viflinefs, and continual interruption of reft and 
pleafure. 

He immediately took chambers in the Temple* 
bought a common-place-book, and confined him- 
felf for fame months to the periual of the ftatutes, 
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year-books, pleadings, and reports ; lie was a con- % 
itant hearer of the courts, and began to put cafes 
with reafonable accuracy. But he foon difcovered, 
by confidering the fortune of lawyers, that prefer- 
ment was not to be got by acutenefs, learning, 
and eloquence. He was perplexed by the abfur- 
dities of attornies, and mifreprefentations made by 
<his clients of their own caufes, by the ufelefs 
anxiety of one, and the incefiant importunity of 
another ; he began to repent of having devoted 
himfelf to a ftudy, which was fo narrow in its 
comprehenfion that it could never carry his name 
. to any other country, and thought it unworthy oFa 
man of parts to fell his life only for money. The 
barrennefs of his fellow-ftudents forced him gene- 
Tally into other company at his hours of enter- 
tainment, and among the varieties of converfation 
through which his curiofity was daily wandering, 
he, by chance, mingled at a tavern with fome in- 
telligent officers of the army. A man of letters 
was eafily dazzled with the gaiety of their appear- 
ance, and foftned into kindnefs by the politenefs 
of their addrefs ; he, therefore, cultivated this new 
acquaintance, and when he faw how readily they 
found in every place admiffion and regard, and how 
familiarly they mingled with every rank and order 
of men, he began to feel his heart beat for military 
honour?, and wo:idered how the prejudices of the 
univeriity {hould make him fo long infenfible of 
that ambition, which has fired fo many hearts in 
every age, and negligent of that calling, which is, 
above all others, univerfally and invariably illuftri- 
ous, and which gives, even to the exterior appear- 
ance of its profellbrs, a digqity and freedom un- 
'known to the reft of mankind. 

- 9 Thefe 
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Thefe favourable impreffions .were made ftiU 
deeper by his conver&tion with ladies, whofe, re- 
gard for foldiers he could not obferve, without 
wishing himfelf one of that happy, fraternity, to 
which the female world feemed to have devoted 
their charms and their kindnefs. The love of 
knowledge, which was (till his predominant incli- 
nation, was gratified by the recital of adventures, 
and accounts of foreign countries ; and therefore 
he concluded that there was no way of life, in 
which all his views could fo completely concenter 
as in that of a foldier. In the aft of war he thought 
it not difficult to excel, having obferved his new 
friends not very much verfed in the principles of 
ta£ticks or fortification ; he therefore ftudied aU 
the military writers both ancient and modern, and, 
in a fliort time, could tell how to have gained every 
remarkable battle that has been loft from the be- 
ginning of the world 1 . He often fhewed at table 
how Alexander fliould have been checked in his 
conquefts, what was the fatal error at Pharfalia,, 
how Charles of Sweden might have efcaped his 
ruin at Pultowa, and Marlborough might have 
been made to repent his temerity at Blenheim. 
He entrenched armies upon paper fo that no fupe- 
riority of numbers could force them, and modelled 1 
in clay' many impregnable fortrefies, on which all 
the prefent arts of attack would be exhaufted without 
effea. 

Polyphilus, in a fliort time, obtained a com- 
. fniflion ; but before he could rub off the folemnity 
of a fcholar, and gain the true air of military vi- 
vacity, a war was declared, and forces fent to the 
continent. Here Polyphilus unhappily found that 
ftudy alone 'would not make a foldier $ for. being 
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much accuftomed to think, he let the fcnk of 
•danger fink into his mind, and felt at the approach 
«©f any action, that terror which a fentence'of death 
would have brought upon him. He faw that, in- 
Aead of conquering their fears, the endeavour of 
his gay friends was only to efcape them ; but his 
philofophy -chained his mind to its object, and ra- 
ther loaded » him with Ihackles than furnifhed him 
*with arms. He, however, fupprefled his rnifery m 
filence, andpafled through the campaign with ho- 
nour, but found himfelf utterly unable to fuppoft 
-another. 

He then had recourfe again to his bosks, and 
•continued to range from one ftudy to another. As 
I ufually vifit him once a month, and am admitted 
•*o him without previous notice, Lhave found him, 
within this laft half year, deciphering the Chinefe 
-language, making a farce, collecting a vocabulary 
t of the obfolete terms of the Englifh law, writing an 
-inquiry concerning the ancient Corinthian brafs, 
-and forming a* new fcheme of the variations of the 
aieedle. 

Thus js this powerful genius, which might havfe 
extended the fphere of any fcience,' or benefited the 
world in any profeflion, diftipalei in a bolindlefs 
variety, without profit to others or himfelf. Hfe 
makes fudden irruptions into the regions of know* ' 
ledge, and fees all obftacfes give way before him*; 
but he never ftays long enough to complete his con* 
queft, to eftablifh laws, or bring away the fpoils. 

Such is often the folly of men, whom nature has 
enabled to obtain flcill and knowledge, on terms 
fo eafy, that they have no fenfe of the value of the 
acquiiition ; they are qualified to make fuch fpeedy 
progrefs in learning, that they think themfelves at 

■ liberty 

Digitized by CjOOglC 



**> THE RAMBLER* N* 19, 

liberty to loiter in the way, and by turning afide after 
every new ob£e&, lofe die race, like Atalanta, to 
flower competitors, who prefs diligently forward, and 
whofe force is directed to a fingle point. 

I have often thought thofe happy that have been 
fixed, from the firft dawn of thought, in a deter- 
mination to fome ftate of life, by the choice erf" 
one, whofe authority may preclude caprice, and 
whofe influence may prejudice them in favour of 
his- opinion. The general precept of confulting 
-the genius is of little ufe, unlefe we are told, how 
the genius can be known. If it is to be difcovered 
x>nly by experiment, life will fee loft, before die re* 
folution can be fixed 5 if any other indications are 
to be found, they may, perhaps, be very early 
difcerned. At leaft, if to mifcarry in an attempt 
be a proof of having miftaken the direction of the 
.genius, men appear not lefs frequently deceived with 
regard to themfelves than to others ; and therefore, 
no one has much reafon to complain that his life 
was planned out by his friends, or to be confident 
that he fhould have had either more honour or 
iiappinefs, by being abandoned to the chance of his 
.own fancy. 

It was faid of the learned bifljop Sanderfon, 
that, when he was preparing his lectures, he heft*, 
tated fo much, and rejected fo often, that, at the 
time of "reading, he was often forced to produce, 
not what was beft, but what happened to be at 
* hand. This will be the ftate of every man, who, 
Jn the choice of his employment, balances all the 
arguments on every fide ; the complication is to 
intricate, the motives and objections fo numerous, 
there is fo much play for the imagination, and fo 
much remains in the power of others, .that reafon 
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is forced at laft to reft in neutrality, the decifion 
devolves into the hands of chance, and after a great 
part of life fpent in inquiries which can never be re- 
solved, the reft muft often pafs in repenting the 
unneceflary delay, and can be ufeful to few other 
purpofes than to warn others againft the fame folly, • 
and to fhew, that of two ftates of life equally con- 
fiftent with religion and virtue, he who cnufes. 
earlieft chufes beft. 

Numb. 20. Saturday, May 26, 1750. 

AdpopulumphaUrai, ego te intus, et in cute nwi. PERSIUS. 
Such pageantry be to the people; fhown ; 
There boaft thy horfe's trappings and thy own : 
* I know thee to thy bottom j from within 
Thy (hallow center, to thy utmoft ikin. Drydes. 

AMONG the numerous ftratagems, by which 
pride endeavours to recommend folly to re- 
gard, there is fcarcely one that meets with lei§ fuc- 
cefs than affe&ation, or a perpetual difguife of the 
real chafa&er, by fictitious appearances ; whether it 
be, that every man hates falfehood, from the natural 
congruity of truth to his faculties of reafon, or that 
every man is jealous of the honour of his under- 
standing, and thinks his difcernment confequentially 
called in queftion, whenever any thing is exhibited 
under a borrowed form* 

This averfion from all. kinds of difguife,. what- 
ever be its caufe, is univerfally diffuled, and in- 
ceflantly in a&ion ; nor is it neeeffary, that to ex- 
alperate deteftation, or excite contempt, any intereft 
(hould be invaded, or any competition attempted ; 

Vol. I. G it 
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ittis firfSbicgt, Aafcdwe is an intention tor deceive, - 
an intention which every heart fwdls to oppoieyand > 
every'tongue. is bnfy to deteft. 

Thfc refle&fon w» awakened in my mind .by * « 
vary common pra&ice ani&ng-my correfpondetttsi, 
of wf king«irfer chaiafie!* whfch they catmatfup* 
pert, which areof noufe to die explanaeon or^en* 
farcement of that which they deftrribe or recbrtu* 
mend; and which, therefore, fiace they affifthe-* 
them only for the lake of difplaying their abilities, I 
wiMadviie them for the future to forbear j as laborious - 
without advantage. 

It is almoft a general ambition of thofe-whtf fa- 
vour me with their advice for theregulation of«my 
conduct, or their contribution for the affiftanceof 
my understanding, . ta aflefit the ftyleandthe names 
of ladies. Arid I cannot always withhold fome 
expreffionof anger* like £10 Hugh ki the comedy; 
when I happen to find that a woman has a beard* 
I miift therefore warn- the gentle Phyllis, that flie 
fend- the no more letters from the-Hbhei.<3uanfe : 
and Squire of Belinda* that fce be content to «re-- 
fign-hef ^retenfions to feniale elegance, tillfliehas - 
lived three- weeks without hearing therpoliticks" of' 1 
Batfon'* coffoe^houfe. I muft indulge myfdf in ' 
the liberty of obfovationy that there were ibfae-' 
allofions in Chloris-s produ&oiv fufficientfo ihew ' 
that Bua&onand Plowden are her favourite au- 
thors ; and that EupheUa has not been long enbugh ' 
at home, to wear out all the traces of the phrafei - 
ology, which fhe learned in the expedition • to 
Carthagena; 

Among all -my female friends, there was -none- 
who -gave me more trouWe.to-decypher her triiso^ 

character* than fetttefifca* WWfc tetter foy upe» 
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my defk three days before I could fix; upon the real . 
writer. There was a confiifion of images,^and med- 
ley of barbarity, which held me long in fufpenfe ; till ' 
by perfeverance I difentangled the r perplexity, and 
found, that, Penthefilea i$, ths foi> of a jyealthy ftock- 
jobber,', who fpends his morning , under his fcther'? 
eye, in 'Change- Alley, dipes at a tavern in £oyent-. 
Garden^ patles his evpnin$ in. the'play-houfe, ancf 
part, of the night at; a, gajniing-table, and having 
learned th^ dfale&s' of : thde 'various regions, has 
mingled them all in a jftudied compofition. 

When Lee was once told by a critick, that it 
was very eafy to, write like a madman j hp.anfwered, 
that it was difficult to write like a madman, but 
eafy enough to write like a fool j and I hope to be 
excufed &y t ftry; kind contributors, if, in imitation of . 
this great author, I preiume to remind them, that it 
is much eafier not to write like a man, than to write 
like a wc^man. 

I have, indeed, .fome ingenious weil-wifhers, 
who,, without departing from their fex, have found 
very wcmderful appellations. A very fmart letter 
has' been fent me from a puny e^ifign, figned 
Ajax Telamonius j another, in recommendation, 
of a ne^y tr^atife upon cards, from a gamefter, who 
calls himfelf Sefoftris $ and another upon the im- 
provements of the.fifhery, from pioclefiaa: but 
as thefe feem only to have picked up their appel- 
lations by chance, without endeavouring at any / 
particular impoftvire, , their improprieties are rather 
inftances of blunder. than. of affectation, and are, 
therefore, not equally fitted to inflame the hoftile 
paflions; for it is not folly but pride, not error 
but. deceit, which, the world means to perfecute, 
when it raifes the full cry of nature to hunt down ' 
affectation, 
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The hatred, which diffimulation always draws 
upon itfelf, is fo great, that if I did not know how 
much cunning differs from wifdom, I fhould wonder 
that any men have fo little knowledge x>P their own 
iritereft, as to afpire to wear a maflc for life •> to try 
#r4mpofe upon the world a chara&er, to which 
they feel themfelvds void of any juft claim; and 
• to haiard their quiet, their fame, and even their 
profit, by expofmg themfelves to the danger of that 
reproach, malevolence, and negledt, which fuch a 
difcovery as they have always to fear will certainly 
bring upon them. 

It might be imagined, that the pleafure of repu- 
tation fhould conlift in the fatisfaftion of having 
our .opinion of our own merit confirmed by the 
fuffrage of the publick $ and that, to be extolled 
for a quality, which a man, knows himfelf to want, 
j fhould give him no other happfnefs than to be 
i miftaken for the owner of an eftate, over which 
1 he chances to be travelling. But he, who fubfifts 
upon afte£lation, knows nothing of this delicacy ; 
like a defperate adventurer in confmerce, he takes 
up reputation upon truft, mortgages pofleflions 
which he never had, v\A enjoys, to the fatal hour 
of bankruptcy, though with a thoufand terrors and 
anxieties, the unneceflary fplendour of borrowed 
riches. 

Affe&ation is to be always diftinguifhed from 
ijypocrify, as being the art of counterfeiting thofe 
qualities which we might, with innocence and 
{afety, be known to want. Thus the man, who, 
to carry on any frauds or to conceal any crime, 
pretends to rigours of devotion, and exadtnefs of 
life, is guilty of hypocrify ; and his guilt is greater, 
as die end, for which he puts on the falfe appear- 
ance* 
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anee, is more pernicious. But he that, with an 
awkward addrefs, and unpleafing countenance, 
boafts of the conquefts made by him among the 
ladies, and Counts over the thoufaads which he 
might have poffeffed if he would have fubmitted to 
the yoke -of matrimony, is chargeable only with 
affe&ation. Hypocrify is the neceflary burthen of 
villany, affectation "part of the chofen trappings ©f 
folly ; the one completes a villain, the other only 
finifhes a fop. Cdntempt is the proper punifhment 

. of affeitation, and deteftation the juft confequence 
of hypocrify. 

, With the hypocrite it is not af prefent my inten- 
tion to expoftulate, though even he might be taught 
the excellency of virtue, by the neceffity of feeming 

,to be virtuous ; but the man of affectation may, 
perhaps, be reclaimed, by finding how little he is 
likely to gain by .perpetual conftraint,.and inceflant 
vigilance, and how much mofe fecurely he might 
make his way to efteem, by cultivating real, thz»> 
difplaying counterfeit qualities. 

Every thing future is to be efthnated by a wife 

- man, in proportion to the probabib'ty of attaining 
It, and Its value when attained ; and neither of 
thefe -confiderations will much contribute to the 
^encouragement of affectation. For, if the pinnacles 
of fame be, at beft, (lippery, how unfteady muft 
his footing be who ftands upon pinnacles without 
foundation ! If praife be made, by the inconftancy 
and malicioufnefs of thofe who muft confer it, a 
bleffing which no man can promife .himfelf from 
the moft confpicuous, merit, and vigorous in- 
duftry, how faint muft be die hope of gaining it, 
when- the uncertainty is multiplied by the wesjc- 
neis of the pretenlions ! He that purfues fame with 
G 3 juft 
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juft claims, trufts his happinefs to the winds ; but 
he that endeavours after k by falfe "merit, has to feaV, 
not only the violence of the ftorfti, but the leaks tk 
his veflel. Though he ihould happen to keep 
above water for a time, by the help of a foft Breeze, 
and a calm fea, at the ftrft'giift he muft inevitably 
•founder; with this melancholy reflection, that, if 
he wbuld have been content with his natural ftatioh, 
he might- have efcaped his calamity. AfFedtetion 

- tnay poffiHyfucceed for' a time, and a man 'may, 
by great attention, perfuade othei*s, that; he really 
has the qualities -which he prefumes to boaft; but 
the hour will come when he fliould exert them, arid 
then whatever he enjoyed in praife, he mull differ in 
reproach.- 

Applaufe and admiration are by no means to be 
.counted among the neceflaries of life, and therefore 
anyindired arts to obtain them have very litfle claim 
•to pardon or compaffibn. There is fcarccly any 
roan without fome valuable dr improveable qualities, 
'by which he might always fecure himfelf from con- 
tempt. And perhaps exemption from igrid&in? is 

' the moft' eligible reputation, as freedom 'from 
"pain is, among f° me philofophers, the definition $f 
^happinefe. 

' ill we therefore compare the value of the praife 
obtained by fictitious • excellence, even while thb 
'dieatis yet uftdifcovered, with- that kindnefs whi& 
'every man m&y fait by his virtue, 'and that efteeri\ 
*to which moft men may rife by common urider- 
ftanding iteadily and horieftly applied, we Ihall find , 
that when from the adfcititous happinefs all thfe 
deductions are made )ay fear and cafualty, theife 
will remain nothing equiponderant to the fecurity 
of truth. * The ftate df the" pofleflbr' ^ ^ mh & 
' virtues?, 
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.yiliues > aa,.ihea&6ieE. of .^reat excellencies, is that 
' of 2k foall cottage of. ftone, to th^ palace railed with 
' ice.byjhet enjprefsof Ruffia ;. it was for a time fplen- 

, did and luminous, ,fcut the firft luwiffiine melted it to 
nothing. 

Numb. 21. Tuesday,. Ji&y 29, 1750. 

1 *ferra fdutifertts hcrbat, eademyue noctntts, 

Nutat j>fif utrtux frtmima f*p§ r§fa eft, OVlp. 

• Our bane and phyfick* the* fame earth beftows, 
And near the noifome nettle biooms the rofe. 

EVERY man is prompted by the love of him- 
fclf to imagine, that he pofleffes fome quali- 
-ties, ip&erior, either in. Jcind or in%dtgree, to thofe 
t^sbioh be : fees attained to the.reft ;of the world ; 
,4nd 5 ^whatsvenapparent di&dYanfeges he may fuf- 
^r^vi/the«eofnpariftxi with others, » he has forae 
^mvifibje fliftin&ions, fome laterit referv^ of ex- 
t*lle»ce, *which he- throws into the balance, and by' 
.which he generally fancies that it .is turned in bis 
favour. 

The ftu&ous and *fpecuktive v part of mankind 
always 4&em to eonfider their fraternity a§ placed in 
^ftataof oppofition to thofe who are engaged ki 
; the .tumult .of puWiqk .bufinefs ; and have pleafed 
.them&lve$, iirom age ito gge, with .celebrating the 
..ftUgity.tf their own condition, and rwtth recaunt- 
4ng Xhe- perplexity of :pdkicks,' the dangers of great- 
.inefe ;the «yjxiettes of , amotion, and the miferies^f 
riches. 

i^Biong -the .numerous topicks of declamation, 
f &?t ih^r 'wfofyp (bgs *difco*re*ed <wnhis iubjed, 
. . „ G 4 there 
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there is none which they prefs with greater efforts, 
or on which they have more copioufly laid out 
their reafon and their imagination, than the infta- 
1>ility of high ftations, and the uncertainty with 
which the profits and honours are pofleffed,' that 
muft be acquired with fo much hazard, vigilance, 
and labour. 

This they appear to^ronfider as an irrefragable ar- 
gument againft the choice of the ftatefman and the 
warriour; and fwell with confidence of vi&ory, 
thus furnifhed by the mufes with the arms which 
never can be blunted, and which no art or ftrength 
pf their adverfaries can elude or refift. 

It is well known by experience to the nations 
which employed elephants in war, that though by 
the terrour of their bulk, and the violence of their 
impreflion, they often threw the enemy into diforder, 
yet there was always danger in the ufe of them, very 
nearly equivalent to the advantage ; for if their firft 
charge could be fupported, they wereeafily driven 
back upon their confederates ; they then broke 
through the troops behind them, and made no lefs 
havock in the "precipitation of their retreat, than in 
the fury of their onfet. 

I know not whether thofe, who have fo vehe- 
mently urged the inconveniencies and danger of an 
active life, have not made ufe of arguments that 
may be retorted with equal force "upon themfelves ; 
and whether the happinefe of a candidate for lite- 
rary feme be not fubjedt to the fame uncertainty 
with that of him who governs provinces* com- 
mands armies, prefides in the fenate, or di&ates in 
the cabinet. . • 

That eminence of learning is not to be gained 
without labour, at leaft equal to that which *ny 

other 
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other kind of greatnefs can require, will be allowed . 
by thofe whoyvifli to elevate the chara&er of a 
fcholar ; fince tliey cannot but know, that every 
human acquifltion is valuable in proportion to the 
difficulty employed in its attainment. And that 
thofe, who have gained the efteem and veneration 
of the world, by their knowledge or their genius,, 
are by no means exempt from the folicitude which 
any other kind of dignity produces, may be con- 
jectured from the- innumerable artifices which they 
make ufe of to degrade a fuperior, to reprefs a 
rival, or obftruct a follower •> artifices fo grofs and 
mean, as to prove evidently how much a man may 
excel in learning, without being either more wife or 
more virtuous than thofe whofe ignorance he pities 
or defpifes. 

Nothing therefore remains, by which the ftudent 
can gratify his defire of appearing to have built his- 
Bappinefs on a more firm bafis than his antagonifty 
except the certainty with which his honours are 
enjoyed. The garlands gained by the. heroes 
of literature muft be gathered from fummits equally 
difficult to climb with thofe* that bear the civick 
or triumphal wreaths, they muft be worn-with<equal ; 
envy, • and guarded with equal care from* thofifc 
hands that are always employed in efforts to tear 
them away ; the only remaining hope is, that their 
verdure is morelafting, and that they are lefs likely. 
to fail by time, or lefs obnoxious to the blafts ot 
accident. 

Even this hope will receive very little encourage- 1 

ment from the examination of the hiftory ot 

learning, or obfervation of thd fate of fcholars in:* 

$e prelent0ge,* If we look back into- pall times,, 

G 5; ivr 
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we find innumerable names of authors once in 
high 1 ' reputation, i^ad :i p^Aaps by "the beautifuP, 
qu6tedby the Vitty^and cbh1mented r by the grave J 
but of Wiorti v w£ itow JcnowVn^thal they 6nce 
klfted.' J,! If %£' cohride^the^jft^utioii of fiteratff 
fame ih our o\tfri time,' 'w£ ffial} find it 'a' pofftlfioh 
of Very unceifeirt tenurieCj fometfmes A 'b&tofaed "by 
a fudden'ca£rfce~6f the puWidef, v ahd again ftanf.' 
ferred to anewTavbuifte; fd? rfo diiier're'aibnltHan 
thafhe is^rifew'j fdffietimeS ' refufed to long fabour 
ind eminent 'defeit, ' and fometimes grafted to Verjr 
flight prefcanfio'ns ; loft fometimes* bf fecunty and 
negligence, and fometimes by too diligentendeai 
vburs to retain it. 

A fuccefeful author is equally in danger of the 
diminution of his 'fame', whether he continues or 
ceafes to write, ^he regard of the publick is not 

! to be kept but by tribute, and the remembrance 
of palt fervice will quietly languifli ublefs iuc- 
ieffive performances frequently revive it. Yet in 
every new attempt there is hew hazard,* and there' 
zvt few who do not, at fome unlucky time, injure 
their own characters by attempting to enlarge 

tfiem. ■ " 

4 There are niany poflxble caufes of that inequality 
which we may fo frequently obferve in the perform- 
ances of the fame man, from the influence of which 
no ability or induftry fs fufficiently Secured, and 
Ithidh have fo often fulliecj tjie fplendor of genius^ ' 
that the wit, as well as the conqueror, may be pro- 
perty cautioned not to indulge his pride with too 
early triumphs, but to defer to the end of life his 

cftiniate o^hajppinefe.' w 
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-Ultima fentp&r 



MxpeShnda /din bonrini, didfve heatut 

A*tt Mtvui *mo fuprmaqut funera debet. 

But no frail man, however great or high, * . 

Can be concluded bleft before he die. AddxsOn* 

Among the motives that urge an author to un-* 
dertakings by which his reputation is impaired, one 
of the moft frequent muft be mentioned with ten* 
dernefs, becaufe it is not to be counted among his 
gjUies, but his miferies. It very often happens that 
the works erf" learning or of wit are performed at th» 
direction of thofeby whom they arc to be rewarded * 
the writer has not always the choice of his fubje6fc>' 
' but is compelled to accept any tafk which is thrown 
before him, without much confideration of his own 
convenience, and without time to prepare himfelf 
by previous ftudies. 

MHcarriages of this kind are likewife frequently 
die confequrnce of that acquaintance with the 
great, which is generally confkleucd as one of the 
chief privileges of literature and genius. A man 
who has once learned to think himfelf exalted by 
jfcuntLiarity with thofe, whom nothing but their? 
birth, or their fortunes, or fech ftatiens as are Tel- 
dom gained by moral excellence, fet above him, 
m\k not be long without ftibmitring his under- 
ftanding to their conduct ; he wfH fuffer them to 
ppefcribe the eoutfb of his ftudies, and employ him 
fes theic own purpofes either of diverfion or in- 
tpjreft. His. defire of pteafing thofe whofe flavour 
he has weakly mode neeeffary to himfelf, will not 
Coffer, hint always to confider how little he is quali- 
fied, for the work impofed. Either his vanity will 
tempt him to conceal his deficiencies, or that cow- 
G 6 • ardice, 
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ardice, which always encroaches faft upon fuch a& 
fpend their lives in die: company of perfons higher 
than themfelves, will not leave , him resolution to> 
aflert the liberty of choice. 

But, though we fuppofe that a man by his for- 
tune can avoid the necefiity of dependence, and by 
his fpirit can repel the usurpations of patronage, yet - 
be may eafdy, by writing long, happen to write ill. 
n There is a general fucceflion of events in which 
contraries are produced by periodical vicifijtudes ; 
labour and care are rewarded with fuccefs, Cuccefs 
produces confidence, confidence relaxes induftry, 
and negligence ruins that reputation which accuracy 
had raifed.. 

He that happens not to be lulled by praife into 
lupinenefs* may be animated by it to undertaking* 
above his ftrength, or incited to fancy himfelf alike 
qualified for every kind of compofition, and able 
Jo comply with the publick tafte. through all its' 
variations. By fome opinion like this, many men 
have been- engaged, at an advanced age,, in at- 
tempts which they had not time to complete, and 
after a few weak efforts, v funk into the grave with 
vexation to fee the rifing generation gain ground 
upon them. From thefe failures the higheft genius 
is not exempt; that judgment which appears fb 
penetrating, when it is employed upon the works 
of others, very often fails where intereft or paffion 
Can exert their power. We are blinded in ex- 
amining our own labours by innumerable prejudices. 
Our juvenile compofitions pleafe us, becaufe they 
bring to our minds the remembrance of youth j 
our later performances we are ready to efteenv 
becaufe we are unwilling to think that -we have 
bade no improvement 5 what flows eafily from 

. the 
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the pen charms us, becaufe we read with pfeafure 
that which flatters our opinion of our own powers ; 
what was compofed with great ftruggles of the mind 
we do not eafily reject, becaufe we cannot bear that 
fo much labour mould be fruitlefs. But the reader 
has none of thefe prepofleffions, arid wonders that 
the author is fo unlike himfelf, without confiderin& 
that the feme foil .will, with different culture, afford 
different produ&s.. 

Numb. 22. Saturday, June 2, 1750. 

■ Ego nee fiudtum fine divttt vend, 

Nee rude quid profit video ingeniunty alteriusfic 

Altera pofcit opcm res, & conjurat amice. HOE*. 

Without a genius learning foars in vain j. 
And without learning genius finks again 5 
Their force united crowns the fprightly reign.. 

Elphinston*. 



\ 



TT7IT and Learning were the children of 
VV Apollo, by different mothers ; Wit was 
the offspring of Euphrosyne, and refemhled hec 
kicheerfulnefe and vivacity ; Learning was born, 
of Sophia, and retained her ferioufnefs and cau- 
tion. As their mothers were rivals, they, were 
bred up by them from their birth in-habitual op- 
pofition, and all means were fo inceffantly, employ- 
ed to imprefs upon them a hatred and contempt o£ 
each other, that though Apollo,, who forefaw the 
ill effecTs of their difcord, endeavoured to foften 
them, by dividing his regard equally, between them, 
% ;et his impartiality and kindnefs were without 
effe&i the maternal animolity was deeply rooted* 

bavins 
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haying been iniermingjed with their firft ideas, 
and was confirmed every hour, as frefh opportu- 
nities opcurfed of exerting it. No (boner yyere 
they of age to be received* into the apartments of 
the other celeftials. {han W*T began to entertain 
Venus at her toilet,, by aping the folemnity of 
J^EAjijriNG, and Learning tp divert Minerva at 
her loom, by expofing tl>e blunders and ignarajice 
of wit. , 

-Thus they grew up, with malice perpetually in- 
^afijig, by the encouragement yjnich ea$h received 
from tnofe whom their mothers had perfuaded to 
patrqgife an£ Alport t^ai \ afld longed to fc> ad- 
mitted to the table of Jupiter, not fo much for the 
hope of gaihing honour, as of excluding a rival from 
all pretenfions'tio regard^ and of putting an everlaft- 
iiig ftop to the progfefs of that influence which either 
bflieved the other to have obtained by mean arts and 
fi^fe appearances. 

£t laft tbeday came, when they were both, with 
the ufual folemnities, received into the clafs of 
(uperior deities, and allowed to take ne&ar fgopi 
the hand of Hebe. But from that hour Concord 
loft her authority at the table of Jupiter.. The 
rivals, animated by their new dignity, and incited 
by the alternate applaufes of the afibciate powers, 
harafled each other by iaceflant contefls, with fuch 
a regular viciflitude of vi<3xwy, that neither was 
deprefted. 

It was obferyable, that, at the beginning of every 
debate, the advantage 'was on the fide of Wit ; 
and that, at the firft {allies, the vyjiole afjembly 
darkled, according to Homer's e^cpreflipn,, with 
unearinguiftiable merriment. But Lear^iko 
* would 
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would referve fier ftrength till tl>e burft of applaufe 
VvaS over,' and the languor, with which the vioTence 
of joy is always fucceecjed, began po prpmile mor$ 
Calm and patient "attention. She 'then attempted 
her defence*/ and, tiy comparing one part' of her 
antagonist's objections with another^ commonly 
made him confute himlelr; or by (hewing how 
frriall a part of the queftion he had taken into his 
view, proved that his opinion "coul3' have fiq 
Weight. The audience began gradually to lay afide 
their prepofleflions, and rofe, at laft, with great ve-1 
heration for Learning, but with greater "kindnefe 
for Wit. V * ■ .- 

Their conduct was, whenever they defired to re- 
commend themfelves to diftin&ion, entirely* oppo- 
site. Wit was daring and adventurous j J \ k ,v a &« 
Ing cautious and 'deliberate. Wit thought 
nothing reproachful but dulnefs ; L e a r n r k g 
was afraid of no imputation but 'that of error. 
Wit anfwered before he unclerftood, left his 
quicknefs of apprehenfion mould be questioned * 
OARNiNGpaufed, wherethere was no difficulty^ 
left any infidious fophifm fhould lie undiscovered. 
Wit perplexed every debate by rapidity and con, 
fufipn; Learning tired 1 the Hearers witli endlcis 
dimnflions', arid prolonged "the clifpute without 
advantage, by proving that which never was de-' 
niecL Wit, in hopes of mining, would ventafe 
to 4 produce what he had not confidered, and ofteri 
fticceeded beyond his own expe&ation, by follow- 
ing me train of a lucky thought ; Learning. 
would reject every new notion, for fear of being 
intangled in confequences which Khe could, not 
ftjjfefee* and was ofte.rj Tiindered/ by her caution" 
' • froih* 
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from preffing her advantages, and fubduing her op- 
ponent. 

Both had prejudices, which in fome degree hin- 
dered their progrefe towards perfe&ion, .and left 
them open to attacks. Novelty was the darling of 
Wit, and antiquity of Learning. To Wit, all 
that was new was fpecious ; to Learning, what- 
ever was ancient was venerable. Wit however 
feldom failed to divert thofe whom he could not con- 
vince, and to convince was not often his ambition ; 
Learning always fupported her opinion with fo 
many collateral truths, that, when the caufe was 
decided againft her, her arguments were remember- 
ed with admiration. 

Nothing was more common, on either fide, thai* 
to quit their proper chara&ers, and to hope for a 
Complete conqueft by the ufe'of the weapons which, 
had been employed againft them- Wit would 
fometimes labour a fyllogifm t and Learning dif- 
tort her features with a jeft ; but they always fuf- 
fbred by the experiment, and betrayed themfelves 
to confutation or contempt. The ferioufnefs 06 
Wit was without dignity, and the merriment of 
Learning without vivacity. 

Their contefts, by long continuance,, grew at 
laft important, and the divinities broke into parties-- 
Wit was taken into protection of the laughter- 
loving Venus, had a. retinue allowed him of 
Smiles and Jests* and was often permitted to» 
dance among the GrAces. Learning ftill con- 
tinued the favourie of Minerva, and feldom went 
cfcit of her palace, without a train ,of the feverer 

WtUeS,CHASTITY,TEMPERANCE,F0RTITUDE*, 

and Labour- Wit, cohabiting with Malice,. 
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had a fon named Satyr, who followed him, car- 
rying a quiver filled with poifoned arrows, which, 
where they once drew blood, could by no (kill ever 
be extra&ed. Thefe arrows he frequently (hot at 
Learning, when {he was moft earneftly or ufe- 
fully employed, engaged in abftrufe enquiries, or 
giving inftrudtions to her followers. Minerva, 
therefore, deputed Criticisjm to her aid, who 
generally broke the point of Satyr's arrows, turn- 
ed them afide, or retorted them on himfelf. 

Jupiter was at laft angry, that the peace of the 
heavenly regions fhould be in perpetual danger of 
violation, and refolved to difmifs thefe troublefome 
antagonifts to the lower world. Hither therefore 
they came, and carried on their ancient quarrel 
among mortals, nor was either long without zealous 
votaries. Wit, by his gaiety, captivated the 
young; and Learning, by her authority, influ- 
enced the old. Their power quickly appeared by 
very eminent effedts, theatres were built for the re- 
ception of Wit, and colleges endowed for the re- 
fidence of Learning. Each party endeavoured to 
outvy the other in coft and magnificence, and to 
propagate an opinion, that it was neceflary, from 
the firlt entrance into life, to enlift in one of the 
factions :^ and that none could hope for the regard of 
either divinity, who had once entered the temple of 
the rival power. 

There were indeed a clafs of mortals, by whom 
•Wit and 'Learning were equally difregarded: 
Thefe were the devotees of FJutus, the god of 
-riches; among thefe it feldem happened that the * 
gaiety of Wit could raife a fmile, or the eloquence 
©f Learning procure attention.' In revenge of 
this contempt they agreed to incite their followers 

againJfc 
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agaiuft them ; but the forces,.that were fent pn thqfe 
expeditions frequently betrayed their truft ; and, in 
. contempt of the orders which they had received, 
. flattered the rich in pubjick, .while they fcornfrd 
them in their hearts ; and when, !$y this treachery, 
they had obtained the favour of Plutus, affected to 
Jook with an air of fuperiority. on, thoje who ft ill re- 
mained in the fervice of Wit ^nd Learning. 

Difgufted with tjiefe defertipns, tjie two rivals, at 
the fame time, petitioned Jupiter for re-admifiipn to 
their native habitations, Jupiter thundered op the 
right hand, and they prepared to obey the happy 
fummons. Wit readily fpread his wings and foar- 
ed aloft, but not being able to fee far, was bewildered 
in the pathlefs immenfity of the ethereal fp^ces. 
Learning, who knew the way, (hook her pinions; 
but for want of natural vigour, could only take {bprt 
flights : fo, gfter many efforts, they both funk agay* 
^tp jthe ground, and^ieju;ned, Jraio. th^h\ tputual <Ji- 
v ftrcfs, the peceffity of union, T^eyjtierefpre joined 
' their hands, and renewed dipir flight : I^E A£Njtfp 
y^as tprne up J>y die vigour *of'.Wi;r, apd .Wi>t 
guided byjtjje perfpicacity of Leaking. Xh^y 
foon reached the dwdlinjgs of Jupiter, and ,were4b 
^erideared to each other, that they lived. aftecwar4s in 
perpetual concord. Wit .perfuaded L^ARKJWP 
.'to conyerfe jvith tjie Qr aces, and I«EAjR.NitfG en- 
gaged Wit withe fervice of the Vijitves. Th^y 
were now the favourites pf aU the powers pf heaven, 
and gladdened every banquet by their prefence. 
They fpon after jnarried, ]at the compiand pf Ju- 
j|\ter, and had a n\imerous progeny of .ARTS.a^d- 
j^IE^CES. ' * . • ' 
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.Numb, 23. T u e$t> ay ,. June c, 17J0. 

Tres mibi con-viva prope diffentire videntur \ 

Fofcentur vario mult urn diver fa pelato. * HO R • 

Three guefts I have, difTenting at ray fea(r, 

Requiring each to gratify his'tafte 

With different food. Francis. 

THAT every man fhould regulate his ac- 
tions by his own confcience, without any 
regard to the opinions of the reft of the world, 
;is one of the .firft precepts of moral prudence; 
juftified not only by the fuffrage of reafpn, which 
declares that none of the gifts of heaven are. to 
.lie ufelefs, but by. the voice likewife of experience, 
.^hich yrill foon toforgi us .that, if' we make die 
.jjr^ife pr ( bfyw t of others the ride jof bur'cgti- 
du#, .we ityill .be diftrafiedvby a*b6uadlefs >an- 
^ety c/JrrecpAciJe^We judgments,, be .held, in per- 
j^tual iufpepce between mvtx&y *impujfes, and 
coi>fuJt/qr eyer witJiQut determination; 

•I^now^pt. whether, fox Jhe,iame..reafan, it is 
not neceflary for an^ author .to place .Come confi- 
dence in his own (kill, and . to fatisfy »himfilf in 
t the knowledge .that he Ms not devi'at^ Jipm v the 
e(labIi(heA laws qF cpmpofition, without fubmit- 
.ting his wprks.to frequent examinations before Jae 
gives them to f the publiqk, or endeavouring -to 
■(ecure fucce/s.by a.folLcitous ronfofaiity to aBvice 
^nd criticifm. 

It U v . indeed, quickly difcoverable, that confult- 
ation and compliance can conduce .little toJhp 
'petfe&ioji ftf ^py 'literary performance j for who- 
ever 
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ever fs fo doubtful of his own abilities, as to encou- 
rage Ihe remarks of others, will find himfelf every 
day embarrafled With new difficulties, and will 
harafs his mind, in vain, with the hopelefs labour 

; of uniting heterogeneous ideas, digefting inde- 
pendent , hints, and colle£ting into one point the 
feveraj rays of borrowed light, emitted often with, 
contrary directions. ; 

Of all authors, thofe who retail their labours 
in periodical flieets would be moft unhappy, if 

-they were much to regard the cenfures or the ad- 
monitions of .their readers: for, as their works 
are not fent into the world at once, but by fmaJl 
parts in gradual fucceffion, it is always imagined, 
by thofe who think themfelves qualified to give 
initru£tions, that they may yet redeem their for- 
mer failings by hearkening to better judges, and 
fupply the dificiences of their plan, by the help 
of the criticifms which are fo liberally afforded. 

I have had occafion to obferve, fometimes with 
vexation, and fometimes with merriment, the 
different temper with which the fame man reads 
a printed and manufcript performance. When a 
book is once in the hands of the publick, it is 
confidered as permanent and- unalterable ; and 
the reader, if he be free from perfonal prejudices, 
takes it up with no* other intention than of pleaf- 
ing or inftru&ing himfelf; he accommodates his 
mind to the author's defign ; and, having no in- 
■tereft in refufmg the arnufement that is offered 
him, never interrupts his own tranquillity by 
ftiidied cavils, or deftroys his fatisfa&ion x in that 
which is already well, by an anxious enquiry 
how it might be better j but is often contented 

without 
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without pleafure, and pleafed without perfec- 
tion. ' 

But if the fame man be called to confider the 
merit of a production yet unpublished, he brings 
an imagination heated with obje&ions to paflages, 
which he has yet never heard ; he invokes all the 
powers of criticifm, and ftores his memory with 
Tafte and Grace, Purity and Delicacy, Manners 
and Unities, founds which, having been once ut- 
tered by thofe that underftood them, have been 
fince re-echoed without meaning, and kept up to 
the difturbance of the world, by a cpnftant re- 
percuffion from one coxcomb to another. He con- 
fiders himfelf**as obliged to fhew, by fome proof 
of his abilities, , that he is not confulted to no 
purpofe, and therefore watches* every opening for 
. objection, and looks round for every opportunity 
to propofe fome fpecious alteration. Such oppor- 
tunities a very fmall degree of fagacity will enable 
him to find ; for, in every work of imagination, 
the difpofition of parts, the infertion of incidents, 
and ufe of decorations, may be varied a thoufand 
ways with equal propriety ; and as in things near- 
ly equal, that will always ieefn bell to every man 
which he himfelf produces, the critick, whofe 
bufinefs is only to propofe, without the care of 
execution, can never want the fatisfaition of be- 
lieving that he has fuggefted very important im- 
provements, nor the power of inforcing his ad- 
vice by arguments, tvhich as they appear con- 
vincing to himfelf, either his kindnefs or his 
yanity will prefs obftinately and importunately, 
without fufpicion that he may poffibly judge too 
haftily in favour of his own advice, or enquiry 

* whether 
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Aether the advantage oFthe'new'fcheme'be pro- 
portionate to the labour. 

It is obieryeci, by the younger Pliny, that an 
orator oughf not fo much to fele& the ftongeft 
argument^ which hiscaufe admits, as to employ 
all which his imagination can afford ; for, in 
pleafling,' thofe reasons' are cf'moft value, which 
will moft affe& the judges; and the judges, fays 
he, will be always moft touched with that which 
they had before conceived. Every man who is 
called' to give his opinion of a performance, de- 
cides upon the fame' principle ; he firft fuffers 
himfelf to form expectations, and then is angry 
at his l difappoihtment. He lets his imagination 
rove at large, and wonders that another, equally 
unconfined in the boundlefs ocean of poffibility, 
takes a different courfe. _ * • 

But, though; the rule of Pliny be judicioufly 
laid ^lown, it is not applicable to the writer's 
caufe, 'becj'aufe there always lies an appeal. fromt. 
domeftick <;ritidfm to a higher judicature, anji 
the publick, which is never corrupted, nor often. . 
deceived, is to pafs the laft fentence upon literary 
claims. ....... 

Of the great force of preconceived opinions I 
had many proofs, when I firft entered upon this, 
weekly labour. My readers haying, from the 
performances of my predeceffors, eftabliihe^ an 
idea of unconnected eflays, to which they be- 
lieved all future authors under a neceffity of con- 
iforming, were impatient of the leaft deviation* 
from their fyftem^ and numerous remonftrances 
were accortWgly,niade by* each,, as he found- his , 
favburite fubje& omitted or delayed. Some were 

angTF 
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angry that ' the 1 RAMBEfek'- did ' not, like the 
Spectator, introduce nirnfelf to the acquaint-*' 
arice of the pubKck,- by an' account of his ovm 
tirth and-ftudies,*ari enuhieration of his adven- 
tures, and • a - difcriptiori* of ' hrs phyfiogriomy. 
Others fdori began to rerhark that he was a fo- 
lemn, ferious, diftatorial writer, without fpright- 
linefe or gaiety, and called oot with ' vehemence 
for rrrirth artd hurriourl AAother admonifhed him * 
to- have a fpecial eye upon the various clubs of J 
this great city, and informed hirri that much of 
the Spe&ator's vivacity ; was' laid out upon fuch " 
affemblies. He has been cenfure*J for not ins- 
tating the politenefs of 'his predecefibrs, having* 
hitherto 'negletted to* take" the ladies' untiei* his"' 
prote&iori, and give them rules for the juft op- 
position of colours, and the proper dirhehfiorriS 
of ruifles and pinners. He has been required by 
one to fix a particular cenfure upon thofe ma- 
trons who play at- cards 'wth'fpedtacles. And 
another is very much offended whenever he meets . 
with* "a (peculation, in which naked precepts are 
coriiprHed, without &e illuftratroiv of exarnples and 
charadters. 

I make not the leaft queftion that all thefe mo- 
nitors intend the* promotion of my'defign," and" - 
the" inftru&ion of my readers; but they do not. 
know, or do not reflect that an author has a rule 
of choice peculiar "to himfelf $' and fele&s 'thofe 
fubjefts which he is belt qualified to treaty by the * 
courfe of his ftudies, or the' accidents of his life} 
that fome topicks of arnuferrient have been already 
treated with too much fuccefs'to invite a compe- 
tition': and that he who endeavours to gain many 
readers inuft try varioifc arts of invitation, effay, 

every 
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eyfery avenue of pleafure, and make frequent 
changes in his methods of approach. 

I cannot but confider myfelf, amidft this tumult 
of criticifm, as a fhip in a poetical tempeft, im- 
pelled at the fame time by oppofite winds, and 
dallied by the waves from every quarter, but held 
upright by the contrariety of the aflailarits, and 
fecured, in fome meafure, by multiplicity of dif- 
trefs. Had the opinion of my cenfures been 
unanimous, it might, perhaps have overfet my 
refolution ; but fince I find them at variance with 
each other, I. can, without fcruple, neglefl: them, 
and endeavour to gain the favour of the publick 
by following the diredtion of my own reafon, and 
indulging the fallies of my own imagination. 

Numb. 24. Saturday, June 9, 1750. 

Nemo infefe tentat defcendere. Pfi R SIUS • 

None, none defcends into himfelf. Dryden. 

AMONG the precepts, or aphorifms, admit- 
ted by general confent, and inculcated by 
frequent repetition, there is none more famous 
among the matters of ancient wifdom, than that 
compendious leffon, Tvu$i enuvlop, Be acquainted 
with thy/elf; afcribed by fome to an oracle, and 
by others to Chilo of Lacedemon. 

This is, indeed, a di&ate, which in the whole 

extent of its meaning, may be faid to comprife 

all the fpeculation requifite to a moral agent. For 

what more can^be neceflary to the regulation of 

• ■ ■ life, 
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life, than- the knowledge of our original, bur end, 
our duties, and our relation to other beingSs? 

It is however very improbable that the firft au- 
thor, whoever he was, intended to be underftood 
in this unlimited and complicated fenfe ; for of 
the inquiries, which in fo large an acceptation it ' 
would feem to recommend, feme are too extenftve 
for the powers of man, and feme require light 
from above, which was not yet indulged to the hea- 
then world. 

We might have had more fatisfeilion concerning 
the original import of this celebrated Tentence, if 
tuftory had informed us, whether it was uttered as a 
general inftru&ion to mankind, or as a particular 
caution to fome private inquirer ; whether it was 
applied to fome fingle occafion, or laid down as the 
tiniver&l rule of life* . 

There will occur, upon the flighteft consideration, 
* many poffible circumftances, in which this monition 
might very properly be inforced ; for every error in 
human condud muft arife from ignorance in our- 
(elves, either perpetual or temporary ; and happen 
either becaufe we do not know what is beft and fit- 
teft, or becaufe our knowledge is at the time of 
a&ion not prefent to the mind. 

When a man employs -himfelf upon remote and ^ 
unneceilary fubje£ts, and waftes his life upon ques- 
tions which cannpt be reiblved, and of which the 
folution would conduce very little to die advance* 
ment of happinefe ; when he layifhes his hours in 
calculating the weight of the terraqueous globe, or 
in adjufting fucceffive fyftems of worlds beyond 
Ae reach of the tdefeope ; he may be very properly 
•readied from his excurfions by this precept, and 
Reminded, that there is a nearer boogwth which it 

Vol.L H 18 
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is his duty to be more acquainted ; and from which . 
his attention has hitherto been withheld by ftudies* 
to which he has no other motive than vanity or 
curiofity. 

The great praife of Socrates is, that he drew the 

.wits of Greece, by his inftrudtion and example, 
from the vain purfuit of natural philofophy to moral 

inquiries, and turned their thoughts from ftars and 

.tides, and matter and motion, upon the various 
modes of virtue, and relations of life. All his le&ures 
were but commentaries upon this faying; if we 
fuppofe the knowledge of ourfelves recommended by 
Chilo, in oppofition to other inquiries lefs feitable 
to the ftate of man. 
The great fault of men of learning is ftill, thstf 

.they offend againft this rule, and appear willing to 
ftudy any thing rather than them'felves ; for which 

,realbn they are often defpifed by thofe, with whom 
they imagine themfelves above comparifon ; de- 
fpifed, as ufelefs to common purpofes, as unable to 
conduct the moft trivial affairs, and unqualified to 

. perform thofe offices by which the concatenation of 
fociety is preferved, and mutual tendernefs excited 

.and maintained; 

Gelidus is a man of great penetration, and deep 
refearches. Having a mind naturally formed for 
the abftrufer fcienees, he can comprehend intricate 
combinations without confufion, and being of a 
temper naturally cool and equal, he is feldom inter- 
rupted by his paffions in the purfuit of the longeft 
chain of unexpected coniequences. He has, there- 
fore, a long time indulged hopes, that the fdution 

* of feme problems, by which the profeflbrs of fcience 

have been hitherto baffled, is referved for his genius 

aodinduftry*. He fpends his time in the higheft 

£.. tooux 
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room of hishoufe, into which none of his family 
are fuffered to enter ; and when he comes down t* 
his dinner, or his reft, he walks about lijce a stran- 
ger that is there only for a day, without any tokens 
of regard or tendernefs. He has totally diverted 
himfelf of all human fenfations ; he has neither eye 
for beauty, nor ear for complaint ; he neither re* 
joices at the good fortune of his neareft friend, nor 
mourns for any pubiick or private calamity. 
Having once received a letter, and given it his fer*- 
vant to read, He was informed, that it was written 
by his brother, who, being fhipwrecked, had fwarn 
naked to land, and was deftitute of neceflaries in a 
foreign country. Naked and deftitute ! fays Geli- 
dus, reach down the laft volume of meteorological 
obfervations, extract an exa& account of the wind, 
and note it carefully in the diary of the weather. 

The family of Gelidus once broke into his ftudy, 
to (hew him that a town at a fnxall diftance was on 
fire, and in a few. moments a fervant came to tell . 
him, that the flame had caught fo many houfes on 
both fides, that the inhabitants were confounded, 
and began to think of rather efcaping with their 
JivQS, than faving their dwellings. JVhat you tell 
me, fays Gelidus, is very probable, for fire naturally 
- a£ts in a circle. 
- Thus lives this great philofopher, infenfible to 
.every fpe&acle of diftrefs, and unmoved by the 
Joudeft call of focial nature, for want of confidering 
that men are defigned for the fuccour and comfort 
of each other ; that though there are hours which 
may be laudably fpent upon knowledge not imme- 
diately ufeful, yet the firft attention is due to prac- 
tical virtue ; and that he may be juftly driven out' 
irom the commerce of mankind, who has fo far 
H z abftraaed 
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.abftra&ed himfdf from the fpecies, as to partake 
neither of the joys nor griefs of others, but neglects 
the endearments of his wife, and the carefles of his 
children, to count the drops of rain; note the changes 
-of the wind, and calculate the eclipfes of the moons 
of Jupiter. 

I {hall referve to fome future paper the religious 
And important meaning of -this epitome of wifdom, 
.and only remark, that it may be applied to the gay 
and light, as well as to the .grave and folemn parts 
of life j and that not only the philofopher may 
forfeit his pretences to real learning, but the wit 
.and the beauty may mifcarry in their fchemes, by the- 
want of this univerfal requiiite, the knowledge of 
jthemfelves. 

_• It isfurely for no other reaibn, that we fee fuch 
numbers refolutely ftruggling igainft nature, and 
contending for that which they never can attain, 
endeavouring to' unite contradictions, and deter- 
mined to excel in characters inconfiftent w$th each 
other ; that flock-jobbers affe£r. drefs, gaiety, and 
elegance, and mathematicians Jabour to be wits ; 
that the foldier teazes his acquaintance with ques- 
tions in theology, and the academkk hopes to di- 
vert the ladies by a recital of his ^gallantries. 
That abfurdity of ,pride could proceed only from 
ignorance of themfelves, by which Garth attempted 
criticifin, und Congreve waved his title to dramatick 
reputation, and deiired to be confidered only as a 
gentleman. 

Euphue?, with great parts, and extenfive know- 
ledge, has a clouded afpeft, and ungracious form $ 
yet it has been his ambition, from his firft en- 
trance into life, to diftinguifh himfeif by particu- 
larities in his drefs, to outvie beaus in embroidery, 
w * to 
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to import new trimmings, and to be foremoft in the 
fafhion. Euphues has turned on his exterior ap- 
pearance, that attention, which would always have 
produced efteem had it been fixed upon his mind ; 
and though his virtues and abilities have preferved 
him from the contempt which he has fo diligently 
folicited, he has, at leaft, raifed one impediment to 
his reputation ; iince all can judge of his drefs, but 
few of his underftanding ; and many, who difcero 
that he is a fop, are unwilling to believe that he can 
be wife. 

There is one inftance in which the ladies are par- 
ticularly unwilling to obferve the rule of Chilo, 
They are deiirous to hide from themielves the 
advances of age, and endeavour too frequently to . 
fltpply the fprighdinefs and bloom of youth by 
artificial beauty and forced vivacity. They hope to 
inflame the heart by glances which have loft their 
fire, or melt it by languor whichjs no longer deli- 
cate j they play over the airs whicn pleated at a, 
time when they were expected only to pieaie, and 
forget that airs in time ought to giVfe place to virtues. 
They continue to trifle, becaufe they could once 
trifle agreeably, till thofe who lharcd their early 
pleafures are withdrawn to more ferious engage- 
ments ' y and arefcarcely awakened from their dream 
of perpetual youth, but by the fcorn of thofe whom 
they endeavour to rival. 
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Numb. 25. Tuesday,. June 12, 17-50. 

Fojfunt quia fojfe videntur, Vl R g I L« 

For they can conquer who believe they can. Drydenv 

THERE are fome vices and errors which,- 
v though often fatal to thofe in whom they are 
, found, have yet, by the univerfal confent of man^ 
kind, been considered as entitled to .fome degree of 
refpecl, or have, at leaft, been exempted from con-* 
temptuous infamy, and condemned by the fevefeft 
moralifls with pity rather than detcftation. 

A conftant and invariable example of mis gene- 
ral partiality will be found in the different regard 
which has always been (hown to rafhnefs and cow- 
ardice, two vices, of which, though they may be 
conceived equally diftant from the middle point, 
where true fortitude is placed, and may equally in- 
jure any publick or private intereft, yet the one is 
never mentioned without fome kind of veneration, 
and the other always confidered as a topick of un- 
limited and- licentious cenfure, on which all tha 
virulence of reproach may be lawfully exerted. 

The fame diftin&ion is made, by the common 
fuffrage, between profufion and avarice, and, per- 
haps, between many other oppofite vices j and, as 
I have found reafon to pay great regard to the voice 
of the people, in cafes where knowledge has been 
forced upon them by experience, without long 
deductions or deep refearches, I am inclined to 
believe that this diftribution of refpedt is not with- 
out fome agreement with the nature of things ; 
and that in the faults, which are thus invefted 
with extraordinary privileges, there are generally 

fame. 
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(bmelatent principles of merit, fome pbflibilities of 
future virtue, which may, by degrees, break fronv 
obftru&ion, and by time and opportunity be brought 
}nto a&v 

It may be laid down as an axiom, that it is more* 
eafy to take away fuperfluities than to fupply de- 
fers ; and- therefore he that is culpable, becaufe he 
has pafled the middle point of virtue, is always 
accounted a fairer obje& of hope, than he who fails 
by falling fhort. The one has all that perfedtion 
requires, and* more, but the elxcefs- may be dafily 
retrenched $ the other wants the qualities requisite 
to excellence, and who can tell how he fhall obtain 
them ? We are certain that the horfe may be taught 
to keep pace with his fellows, whofe iault is that ho 
leaves them behind. We know that a few ftrokes 
of &e axe will lop a cedar; but what arts of cultU 
vation can elevate a ihrub ? 
. To walk with circumfpe&ion and fteadinefs in 
the right path, at an equal diftance between the 
extremes of error, ought to be the conftant endea- 
vour of every reafonable being ; nor can I think 
thofe teachers of moral wiftfom much to be honour- 
ed as benefa&ors to mankind, who are always 
enlarging upon the difficulty of our duties, and 
providing rather excufes for vice, than incentives to> 
virtue,. 

But, fince to mod It will happen often, and to 
all fometimes, that there will^ be a deviation to- 
wards one fide or the other x we ought always to 
employ our vigilance, with moft attention, on 
that enemy from which there is the greateft dan- 
ger, and to ftray, if we muft ftray, towards thofe 
parts from whence we may quickly and eafdy 
return, 

H 4 Among 
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Among other oppofite qualities of the mind, 
which may become dangerous, though in different 
degrees* I have often had occafion to confider the 
contrary efle&s of prefumption and defpondency y 
of heady confidence, which promifes vi&ory with- 
, out conteflr, and heartlefs pufillanimity, which 
ihrinks back from the thought of great undertakings, 
confounds difficulty with impoffibility, and confiders 
all advancement towards any new attainment as ir- 
reverfibly prohibited. 

P?efumption will be eafily corre&ed. Every ex- 
periment will teach caution, and mifcarriages will 
hourly (hew, that attempts are not always rewarded 
with fuccefs. The moft precipitate ardour will, in 
time, be taught the neceffity of methodical gradation, 
k and preparatory meafures j and the moft daring 
confidence be convinced that neither merit, nor 
abilities, tan command events. 

It is the advantage of vehemence and aftivity, 
that they are always haftening to their own reform- 
ation ; becaufe they incite us to try whether our ex- 
pectations are well grounded, and therefore dete& 
. the deceits which they are apt , to occafion. But 
timidity is a difeafe of the mind more obftinate and 
fatal 5 for a man once perfuaded. that any impedi- 
_ ment is infuperable, has given it, with refpefl: to 
'himfelf, that ftrength and weigh* which it had not 
before. He can fcarcely ftrive with vigour and per- 
feverance, when he has no hope of gaining the vic- 
tory ; and fince he never will try his ftrength, can 
never difcover the unreafdnablenefs of his fears. 

There is often to be found in men devoted to 
literature, a kind of intelle&ual cowardice, which 
whoever converfes much among them, may ob- 
ferve frequently to depr-efs the alacrity of enter- 

prife* 
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> prife, and, bf confequence, to retard the improve- 
ment of fcience. They have annexed to every 
fpecies of knowledge fome chimerical character of 
terror and inhibition, which they tranfmit, with- 
out much reflection, from one to another ; they 
firft fright themfelves, and ,then propagate the pa- 
niek to their fcholars and acquaintance. One 
itudy is inconfiftent with a lively imagination, an- 
other with a folid judgment; ; one is improper in 
the early parts of life, another requires fo much 
time, that it is not to be attempted at an advanced 
«ge ; one is dry and contracts the fentiments > 
• another is diffiife and overburdens the memory ; one 
is infufferable to tafte and delicacy, and another 
wears out life in the ftudy of words, and is ufeiefs 
to a wife man, who defires only the knowledge of < 
things. 

But of all the bugbears by which the Infante$ 
barbati^ boys both young and old, have been 
hitherto frighted from digrefling into newtraSs of 
learning, none has been more mifchievoufly effica- 
cious than an opinion that every kind of know- 
ledge requires a peculiar genius, or mental confti- - 
tution, framed for the reception of fome ideas, and , 
the exclufion of others ; and that to him whofe 
genius is not adapted to the ftudy which he profe- 
cutes, all labour fhall be vain and fruitlefs, vain as 
an endeavour to mingle oil and water, or in the lan- 
guage of chemiftry, to amalgamate bodies ^of he- - 
terogeneous principles. 

This opinion we may reafonably fufpecl: to have * 
been propagated, by .vanity, beyond the truth. It 
is natural for thofe who have railed a reputation by 
any fcience, to exalt themfelves as endowed by 
heaven with peculiar powers, or marked out by 311 
H 5 extra- 
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extraordinary defignation for their profeffion ; and 
to fright competitors away by reprefenting the diffi-t- 
culties with which they muft contend, and the 
neceflity of qualities which are fuppofed to be not 
generally conferred, and which no man can know, 
but by experience, whether he enjoys. 

To this difcouragcment it may be poffibly an-* 
fwered, that fince a genius, whatever it be, is like 
fire in the flint, only to be produced by collifion 
with a proper fubjeft, it is the bufinefs of every 
man to try whether his faculties may not happily 
co-operate with his defires ; and, fince they whofe 
proficiency he admires, knew their own force only 
by the event, he needs but engage in the fame un- 
dertaking with equal fpirit, and may>reafonably hope 
for equal fuccefs. 

There is another fpecies of. falfe~ intelligence^ 
given by thofe who profefs toihew the way to the 
fummit of knowledge,' of equal tendency to deprefs 
the mind with falfe.diftrufl: of itfelf, and weaken it 
by heedlefs folicitude and de^e&ion . When a fcho-i 
lar whom the^ defire to animate, confults them at 
his entrance on fome new ftudy,,.it is common ta 
make fluttering reprefentations of its pleafantnefa 
and facility. Thus they, generally, attain one of 
two ends almoft equally deiirahle ; they r eithex in-: 
cite his induftry by elevating his hopes, or. produce 
a- high opinion of .their, own abilities, fince they are- 
fitppofed to relate only.- what they .have found, and 
to have proceeded with no lefe eafe than they pro-i 
ja&b to theic followers* 

The ftudent, inflamed by. this encouragement* 

fijts forward in the new .path, and proceeds a few. 

fteps with great alacrity, but fie foon finds afperities 

*od intricacks of -which he has. not . been fbre- 

v warned^. 
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warned, and imagining that none ever were fo en- 
tangled or/ fatigued before him, finks fuddenly into : 
defpair, and defies as from an expedition in which 
fate oppofes him. Thus his terrors are multiplied 
by his hopes, and. he is defeated without refinance, , 
becaufe he had ntf expectation of an enemy* 

Of ttiefe treacherous inftruAors ? the one deftroys 
indufhy, by declaring that induitry is vain, the other 
by reprefenting it as needlefs ; the one cuts away the 
root of hope, the other raifes it only to be biafted. 
The one confines his pupil to the ihore, by telling , 
him that his wreck is certain, the other fends him ta 
-fea, without preparin&hirn for tempefts. 

Falfe hopes and falfe terrors are equally- to be 
avoided. Every man who propofes to grow emi- 
nent by learning, fhould carry in his mind, at once, . 
the difficulty of excellence, and the force of induflry ; , 
and remember that fame is not conferred but as the* 
recompence of labour, and that labour, vigorouflyy 
^continued, has not prteii foiled of its reward* . 
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Numb. 26. Saturday, June 14, 1750. 

Ingentes domines, tt clara nomitufam*) 

Illuftrique graves nokilitate domos 
Devita, et longe ccutusfuge \ ccntrabe vela, 

Bt U littoribus cymba fropinqua vebat . S E N E G A . 

Each mighty lord, big with a pompous name, 

And each high houfe of fortune and of fame, 

With caution fly 5 contract thy ample fails, 

And near the fhore improve the gentle gales. Elphinston. 

Mr. Rambler, . 

IT is ufual for men, engaged in the fame purfuits; 
to be inquifitive after the conduct and fortune 
of each other 4 and, therefore, I fuppofe it will not 
be unpleafing to you, to read an account of the 
various changes which have happened in part of a 
life devoted to literature. My narrative will not 
exhibit any great variety of events, or extraordinary- 
revolutions j but may, perhaps, be not lefs ufeful, 
becaufe I (hall relate nothing which is not likely to 
happen to a thoufmd others. 

I was born heir to a very fmall fortune, and left 
by my father, whom I cannot remember, to the 
care of an uncle. He having no children, always 
treated me as his fon, and finding in me thofe 
qualities which old men eafily difcover in fprightly 
children, when they happen to love them, declared 
that a g?nius like mine fhould never be loft for 
want of cultivation. He therefore placed me, for 
the ufual time, at a great fchool, and then fent me 
* to the univerfity,"with a larger allowance than my 
own patrimony would have afforded, that I might 
not keep mean company, but learn to become my 
dignity when I Ihould be made lord chancellor, 

which 
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which he often lamented, that the increafe of his 
infirmities was very likely to preclude him from, 
feeing. 

This exuberance of money difplayed itfelf in 
gaiety of appearance, and wantonnefs of expence, 
and introduced me to the acquaintance" of thofe 
whom the fame fuperfluity of fortune betrayed to 
the fame licence and orientation ; young heirs, who 
% pleafed themfelves with a remark very frequent in 
their mouths, that though they were fent by their, 
fathers to the univerfity, they were not under the 
neceffity of living by their learning. v 

Among men of this clafs I eafily obtained the 
reputation of a great genius, and was perfuaded, 
that, with fuch livelinefs of imagination, and de- 
licacy of fentiment, I fliould never be able to fub- 
mit to the drudgery of die law; I therefore gave 
myfelf wholly to the more airy and elegant parts 
of learning, and was often fo much elated with 
my fuperiority to the youths with whom I con- 
verfed, that I began to liften* with great attention, . 
to thofe that recommended to me a wider and 
more confpicuous theatre ; and was s particularly, 
touched with an obfervation, made by one of my, 
friends ; That it was not by lingering in the univer- 
fity that Prior became amballador,. or Addifon 
fecretary of (late* 

This defire was hourly increafed by the felicita- 
tion of my companions, who removing one by one 
to London, as the caprice of their relations allowed 
them, or the legal djfmiffion from the hands of 
their guardians put it in their power, never failed to 
fend an account of the beauty and felicity of tjie 
new world, and to remonftrate how much was loft 
by every hour's continuance in a place of retirement 
And constraint. 

My 
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My uncle in the mean time frequently harafled 
me with monitory letters, which I. fometimes ne- 
gle£ted to open for a week after I received thenv 
and generally read in a tavern* with- fuch com- 
ments as mig}it (hew how much I was fuperior ta 
Inftru£tion or advice, I could not but wonder, how 
a man confined to the country, and unacquainted 
with the prefent fyftem of things, mould imagine 
himfelf qualified to inftru& a rifing genius, born ta 
give laws to the age, refine its tafte,. and multiply 
its pleafures. . 

The poftman, , however, (HIT continued to bring 
me new remonftrances y for my uncle was very 
little deprefled by the ridicule and reproach wind*, 
he never heard. But merL.of parts have quick re- 
fentments ; it was* impoffible to bear his ufurpations 
for ever ; and I refolved, once f6raH, 4 to make him* 
an example to thole who imagine themfelves. wife, 
becaufe they are old, and to teach young, men, who ^ 
are too tame under reprefentation, in what manner, 
grey-bearded infolence ought to be treated. I there- 
fore one evening took my pen in hand, and after 
having animated myfelf with a catch, w wrote a 
general anfwer to all his precepts, with fuch vi- 
vacity o£ turn, fuch elegance of irony, and fuch . 
afperity of .fercafm > that I convulfed a large com- 
pany with univerfal laughter, difturbed the neighs 
bourhood with vociferations of applaufe, and five 
Says afterwards was an{wered,~ that I muft be con*? 
tent to live on my ? own eftate* 

This contra&ion of my income gave me no difc 
turbance, for a genius like mine was out of the 
reach of want. I had friends that would be proud- 
to open their purfes at my call, and profpe&s of 
&ch advancement . as. would foon reconcile mjf. 

' uncle, . 
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uncle, whom, upon mature deliberation, I relblved 
to receive into favour, without infifting on any 
acknowledgement of his offence, when the fplen- 
dour of my condition fhould induce him to wifh 
. for my countenance. I therefore went up to Lon- 
don, before I had {hewn, the alteration of my con- . 
dition, by any abatement of my way of living, and 
was received by all my academical acquaintance 
with triumph and congratulation* I was immediate-, 
ly introduced among the wits and men of fpirit j 
and in a Ihort time had diverted myfelf of all my 
fcholar's gravity, and obtained the reputation of a* 
pretty fellow. 

You. will-eafily believe that I had no great 
knowledge of the world ; yet I had been hindered, 
by the general difiaclioation every man feels to 
confefs poverty, from telling, to any. one the refo- 
lution of my uncle, and for fome time fubfifted 
upon the ftock.of money which I had.brought with 
me, and contributed my .(hare as before to all our 
entertaiaments.. But my pocket was foon emptied, 
and I was obliged, to afk my friends for a fmall 
fiim.. This was a favour, which we, had often 
reciprocally received from one another ; they fup-. 
pofed . my wants only accidental, and therefore, 
willingly fupplied them. In a fliort time I found, 
a;neceflity of. aflcing again, and was again treated 
with the fame civility..; but the third time they be- 
- gan to wonder what that old rogue my , uncle could 
mean by fending, a gentleman, to town without 
money; and. when they gave me. what I aflced. 
for, advifed me to ftipulate for more regular re-, 
pittances. _ N 

This fomewhat difturbed my dream of.conftant 
afflueBce, but I was three days after completely. 

awaked £ 
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awaked; for entering the tavern, where we met 
every evening, I found the waiters remitted their 
complaifance, and, inftead of contending to light 
me up ftairs, fuffered me to wait for fome minutes 
by the bar. When I came to my company I found 
them unufually grave and formal, and one of them 
took a hint to turn the converfation upon the mif* 
conduft of young men, and enlarged upon the folly 
of frequenting the company of men of fortune, 
without being able to fupport the expence, an obfer- 
vation which the reft contributed either to enforce by 
repetition, or to illuftrate by examples. Only one 
of them tried to divert the difcourfe, and endeavour- 
ed to direft my attention to remote queftions, and" 
common topicks. 

A man guilty of poverty eafily believes himfelf 
fafpe&ed. I went, however, next morning to break - 
feft with him who appeared ignorant of the drift of 
the converfation, and by a fefies of enquiries, draw- 
ing flill nearer to the point, prevailed on him, npt, 
perhaps, much againft his will, to inform me, that 
Mr. Dafa whofe father was a wealthy attorney - 
near my native place, had, the morning before, re- 
ceived an account of my uncle's refentment, and 
communicated his intelligence with the utmoft in- 
duftry of groveling infoknce. 

It was now no longer practicable to confort with 
my former friencfs, unlefs I would be content to- . 
be ufed as an inferior gueft, who was to pay for . 
his wine by mirth and flattery 5 a character which, . 
if I could not efcape it, I refolved to endure only 
among thofe who had never known me in the 
pride of plenty. I changed my lodgings, and fre- 
quented the coffee-houfcs in a different region of . 
the towns where I was veVy quickly diftinguilhed 

by 
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by feveral young gentlemen of high birth, and large 
eftates, and began again to amufe my imagination 
with hopes of preferment, though not quite fo con- 
fidently as when I had lefe experience. 

The firft great conqueft which this new fcene 
enabled me to gain over myfelf was,, when I fub- 
mitted to confefs to a party, who invited me to an 
expenfive diverfion, that my revenues were not 
equal to fuch golden pleafures; they would not 
fuffer me, however, to ftay behind, and with great 
relu&ance I yielded to be treated. I took that op- 
portunity % of recommending myfelf to fome office 
or employment, which they unanimoufly promifed 
to procure me by their joint intereft. 

I had now entered into a ftate of dependence, 
and had hopes, or fears, from almcfl: every man 
I faw. If it be unhappy to have one patron, what 
is his ruifery who has many ? I was obliged to 
comply with a thoufand capriocs, to concur in a 
thxaifand follies, and to countenance a thoufa&d 
errors. I endured innumerable mortifications, if 
not from cruelty, at leaft from negligence, which 
will creep in upon the kindeft and moft delicate 
minds, when they converfe without the mutual 
awe of equal condition. I found the fpirit and 
vigour of liberty every moment finking in me, and 
afervile fear of dhpleafing, ffealing by degrees upon 
all my.behaviour, till no word, or look, or a&ion* 
was my own. As the folicitude to pleafe increafed,, 
the power of pleafing grew lefe, and I was always 
clouded with diffidence where it was moft my in- 
tereft and wifli to fhine. 

My patrons, confidering me as belonging to the 
community, and, therefore, not the charge of any 
particular .perfon* made no fcruple of neglecting 

any 
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eny opportunity of promoting me, which every 
one thought more properly the bufinefs of an^ 
other. An account of my expectations and difap- 
pointments, and the fucceeding vieiffitudes of my 
life, I mall give you in my following, letter, which 
will be, I hope, of ufe to (hew how ill he forms 
bis fchemes, who expe&s happinefc without free- 
dom.. 

Numb. 27* Tubsday* Jun$ 19, 1750* 

■■ P**p*rim mthunt ptimrt m«t*lBv 

' So he, wiio poverty with horror views, 
Who fells hit freedom in exchange for gold, 
(Freedom for mines of wealth too cheaply fold> 
Shall make eternal fervttude bis fate r 
And feel a haughty mafter's galling weight. FftANCttv 

Mr. Rambler* 

AS it is natural for eyery man to think himfelf 
of importance, your knowledge of the world 
will incline you to forgive me, if I imagine your 
curiofity fo much excited by the former part of 
my narration, as to make you defire that 1 mould 
proceed without any unneqeflary arts of connec- 
tion.. I (hall, therefore, not keep you longer in 
fuch fufpence, as perhaps my performance may not 
. compenfate. 

In the gay company with. which I was now -unit r 
ed, I found thofe allurements and delights, which 
thefriendfhip of young men always affords \ diere 
was that opennefe which naturally produced con- 
fidence^ 
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fidence, that affability which, in fome meafurej 
foftened dependence, and that ardour of profeflion 
which incited hope* When our hearts were dilated 
with merriment, promifes were poured out with 
unlimited profufion, and life and fortune were but 
a fcanty facrifice to friendfliip ; but when the hour 
came, at which any effort was to be made, I had 
generally the vexation to find that my intereft 
weighed nothing againft the flighted amufement* 
and that every petty avocation was found a fufficient 
plea for continuing me in uncertainty and want; 
Their kindnefs was indeed fincere.; when they 
promifed, they had no intention to deceive ; but the 
fame juvenile warmth which kindled their benevo* 
lence, gave force in the fame proportion to every 
other paffion, and I was forgotten as foon as any 
new pleafure feized on their attention. 
- Vagario told me one evening, that all my per* 
plexities (hould be foon at an end, and defired me, 
from that inftant, to throw upon him ail care of 
my fortune, for a poft of coniiderable value was that 
day become vacant, and he knew his intereft fuffi- 
cient to procure it in the morning. He defired me 
to call on him early, that he might be drefled foor* 
enough to wait on the minifter before any other ap- 
plication (hould be made* I came as he appointed* 
with all the flame of gratitude,' and was told by his 
fervant, that having found at his lodgings, when, 
be came home, an acquaintance who was going ta 
travel, he had been perfuaded to accompany him ta 
Dover, and that, they had taken poft-horfes two> 
hours before day. ' 

I was once very near to preferment, by the kind- 
»efs of Charinus, who, at my requeft, went to be£ 
a place* which he thought me likely to fill with, 

&reafc 
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great reputation, and in- which I mould have many 
opportunities of promoting his intereft in return ; 
and he pleafed himfelf with, imagining the mutual 
benefits that we {hould confer, and the advances 
that wefliould make by our united ftrength. Awaj& 
therefore he went, equally warm with friendfhip 
and ambition, and left .me to prepare acknowledg- 
ments againft his return. At length he came back, 
and told me that he had met in his way a party going.; 
to breakfaft in the country, that the ladies impor- 
tuned him too much to be refufed, and that having, 
pafled the morning with them r he was come back 
to drefe himfelf for a ball, to which he was invited 
for the evening. 

' I have fullered feveral difappointments from 
toilers and periwig-makers, who by negating to> 
perform their work withheld my patrons from, 
court ; and once tailed of an eftabliihment for life- 
by the delay of a fervant, fent to a neighbouring y 
lhop toreplenifh a fnunvbox.- 

At laft I thought my folicitude at an end, for an. 
office fell into the gift of Hippodamus's father,* 
who being then in the country, could not very. 
Ipeedily fill it, and whofe fondnefs would not have 
fuffered him to refufe his fon alefe reafonable requcft. 
Hippodamus therefore fet forward with great ex- 
pedition, and I expe&ed every hour an account of 
his fuccefs. A long time I waited without any in- 
telligence, but at laft received a letter from New- 
market, by which I was informed, that the races 
were begun, and I knew the vehemence of hia 
paffions too well to imagine that he could refufe him- 
felf his favourite amufement. 

You will not wonder that I was at laft weary 
of the patronage of young men, efpecially as I 

found 
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ibund them not generally to promife much greater 
iidelity as they advance in life ; for I obferved that 
what they gained in fteadinefs they loft in benevo- 
lence, "and grew colder to my intereft as they be-' 
-came more diligent to promote their own. I was 
«convince4 Aat their liberality was only profufe- 
nefs, that, as chance dire&ed, they were equally 
.generous to vice and virtue, that they were warm 
but becaufe they were thoughtlefs, and counted 
the fupport of a friend only amongft other gratifi- 
•cations of paflion. 

My refolution was now to ingratiate myfelf with 
men whofe reputation was eftabliflied, whofe high 
ilations enabled them to- prefer me, and whofe age 
exempted them from fudden changes of inclina* 
tion. I was confidered as a man 'of parts, and 
therefore eafily found admiffion to the table of Hi- 
larius, the celebrated orator, renowned equally for 
*he extent of his knowledge, the elegance of his 
di&ion, and the acutenefs of his wit. Hilarius 
received me with an appearance of great fatisfac- 
tion, produced to me all his friends, and directed 
*o me that part of his difcourfe in which he moft 
endeavoured to difplay his imagination. I had 
now learned my own intereft enough to iupply 
lum opportunities for fmart remarks and gay fal- * 
lies, 'which I never failed to echo and- applaud. 
Thus I was gaining every hour on his affe&ions^ 
till unfortunately, when the affembly was more 
fplendid than ufual, his defire of admiration 
^prompted him to turn his raillery upon me. I- 
bore it for fome time with great fubmiffion, and 
iitccefs encouraged him to redouble Ms attacks; 
-at laft my vanity .prevailed over my prudence, I 
retorted his irony with fuch ipirit, that Hilarius, 
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unaceuftomed to refiftance, was difconcerted, and 
foon found means of convincing me that his pur- 
pofe was not to encourage a rival, Jjut to fofter a 
parafite. 

J was then taken into the familiarity of Argutio, 
a nobleman eminent for judgment and criticifm. 
He had contributed to my reputation by the praifes 
which he had often beftowed urion my writings, 
in which he owned that there were proofs of a 
genius that might rife to high degrees of excel- 
lence, when time, or information, had reduced its 
exuberance. He therefore required me to confult 
him ^before the publication of any new perform- 
ance, and commonly propofed innumerable altera* 
tions, without fufficient attention to the general 
defign, or regard to my form of ftyle, and mode 
of imagination. But thefe corrections he never 
failed to prefs as indifpenfably neceflary, and 
thought the leaf! delay -of compliance an acl of 
rebellion. The pride of an.author made this treat- 
ment infufFerable, and I thought any tyranny eailer 
to be borne than that which took from me the ufe 
Tof my underftanding. 

My next patron was Eutyches the ftatefman, 
who was wholly engaged in publick affairs, and 
feemed to have no ambition but to be powerful 
and rich. I found his favour more permanent 
than that of the others, for there was a certain 
price at which it might be bought; he allowed 
nothing t£> humour, or to affe&ion, but was al- 
ways ready to pay liberally for the fervice that he 
required. His demands were, indeed, very often 
fuch as virtue could not eafily confent to gratify ; 
but virtue is not to be confulted when men are to 
xaife their fortunes by the, favour of the great. His 

xneafures 
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meafures were cenfured ; I wrote in his defence, 
and was recbmpenfed with a place, of which the 
j>rofits were never feceived by me without the 
pangs of remembering that they were the reward 

♦-of wickednefs, a reward which nothing but *hat 
jieceffity, which the confum prion of my little eftate 
in thefe wild purfuits had brought upon me, hin- 
dered me from throwing back in the face" of my 
corrupter. ' 

At this time my uncle died without a will, and 

* I became heir to a fmall fortune. I had refolution 
•to throw off the fplendor which reproached me tb 
■myfelf, and retire to an humbler ftate, in which' I 
•am now endeavouring to recover the dignity of 
-virtue, and hope to make fome reparation for my 
-crime and follies, by informing others, who may 
be led after the fame pageants, that they are about 
£0 engage in a courfe of life, in which they are to 
purchafe, by a thou&nd miferies, the privilege of 
.repentance. 

Janty &c. 
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Numb. 28. Saturday, June 23, 1750. 

Eli mors gravis incuktt, 

Qui, notus nimis xnmibus^ • ' 

JffHtus morittirjihi. SENECA. 

To him, alas, to him, I fear, 
The face of death will terrible appear. 
Who in his life, flattering his fenfelefs pride, 
By being known to all the world beTide, 
Does not himfelf, when he is dying, know, 
Nor what he is, nor whither he's to go, CoWLBT» 

I HAVE (hewn, inalateeflay, towhaterrors 
men are hourly betrayed by a miftaken opi- 
nion of their own powers, and a negligent infpec- 
tion of their own chara&er. But as I then con- 
fined my obfervations to common occurrences, 
" and familiar fcenes, I think it proper to inquire, 
^ how far a nearer acquaintance with ourfelves is 
neceffary to our prefervation from crimes as well 
as follies, and how much the attentive ftudy of 
our own minds, may contribute to fecure to us the 
approbation of that being, to whom we are ac- 
countable for our thoughts and our actions, and 
v whofe favour muft finally conftitute our total hap- 
pinefs. 

If it *be reafonable to eftimate the difficulty of 
any enterprife by frequent mifcarriages, it may 
, juftly be concluded that it is not eafy for a man to 
know himfelf ; for wherefoever we turn our view, 
we (hall find almoft all with whom we converfe fo 
nearly as to judge of their fentiments, indulging 
more favourable conceptions of their own virtue 
than tjiey have been able to imprefe upon others, 
and congratulating themfelves upon degrees of ex- 
cellence, which their fondeft admirers cannot allow 
diem to have attained. 

Thofe 
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Thofe reprefentations of imasrinanr vI.+,.„ 
generally confidered as arts of h^poLv^ 

ceived; for tins failing is incident to numbers 
who feemto-hve without defigns, competitor 
Putfuits; it appears on oceans which Z mi fe 
no acceffionof honour or of profit, andfoS 
from whom very httle is to be hoped or feared J t 
is, mdeed, not eafy to tell how for we mt h, 
blmded by the love of ourfelves, X7L 17a a 
how much a fecondary paffion^ C U ^ 
judgment, and how few faults a mST £t Z 

^ ^u^ht^- ^tj « 
cWfer, would requi re more eStowK 
the human heart, than, Derhan* fk~ u ^aige of. 

* - fr.r 
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for habits. A mifer who once relieved a friend 
from the danger of a prifon, fuffers his imagina- 
tion to dwell for ever upon his own Jiferoick gene- 
rofity j he yields his heart up to indignation at 
thofe who are blind to merit, or infenfible to mi- 
fery, and who can pleafe themfelves with the en- 
joyment of that wealth, which they never permit " 
others to partake. From any cenfures of the world, 
or reproaches of his confidence, he has an appeal 
to action and to knowledge; and thotigh his whole 
life is a courfe of rapacity and avarice, he concludes 
himfelf to be tender and liberal, becaufe he^'hajs 
once performed an a£fc of liberality and tendernefs. 

As a glafs which magnifies obje&s by the ap- 
proach of one end to the eye, leflens them by the 
application of the other, fo vices are extenuated by 
the.inverfion of" that fallacy, by which virtues are ' 
augmented. Thofe faults which we cannot con- 
ceal from our own notice, are confidered, how- 
ever frequent, not as habitual corruptions, 'or fet- 
tled practices, . but as cafual failures, and Angle 
lapfes. A man who has, from year to yea*, fet his 
country to (ale, either for 'the gratification of. his 
ambition or refentment, confefles that the heajt of . 
party now and then betrays the fevereft virtue to 
meafures that cannot be ferioufly defended. He' 
that fpends his days and nights in riot and de- 
bauchery, owns that his paflions oftentimes over- 
power his refolution. But each comforts himfelf 
that his faults are not without precedent, for the 
belt and the wifeft men have given way to thg 
violence of fudden temptations. ^ 

There are men who always confound the praife 
of goodnefs with the pra&ice, and who' believe 
themfelves mild and moderate,, charitable and' 

. faithfqj, 
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faithful, becauje they have exerted their eloquence 

"rt c uS im T^ l - n of "^ i de,ity ' «* *£. . 

virtues Th IS is an error almoft univerfal amone 
thofe fat converfe much with dependents S ' 
fuch whofe fear or inte'reft difpofes them to a VeT™ 

^ETn C | f ^K an • y / eClamation ' ho ^vereX 
naiticlc, and iubmiffion to anv boaft u~ 

jrrogant. Having none to «3t&£JSTS " 

Jwr lives, they rate themfelves by the gooS of 

their opinions, and forget how much JoreSf 

re«g,on,.but the meafure of . other l„w, ° f 
who lul, their own remorfe Jfc%££Zi , . 
of- crimes more atrocious than their own and 

recommended J* frequent Snfutdon o^ fe 
friend admitted to intimacy, and encoded £ 
finceriQr. But this appears a remedy by no mea£ 
adapted to general ufe : for in order to £££ • 

virtue of one, it prefuppofes more virtue^,! 
dun will generally be found: In the Tft L^° 

him to hear his own accufetion from the mouA 
of h,m whom he efteems, and by whom, Ee 
fore, he will always hope that his feults are not 
ddcovered; and in the fecond fuch zeal and k? 
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-equally confide, and whofe opinion we can yalue 
at once for its juftnefs and fincerity. A weak man, 
however honeft, is not qualified to judge. A man 
of the wferld, however penetrating, is ~ not fit to 
courifel. Friends are often chofen for . fimllitude 
of manners, and therefore each palliates the other's 
failings, becaufe they are his o\vn. Friends are 
tender, and unwilling to^give pain, or thej .are ' 
i pterefted, . and' fearful to offend . 

Thefe obje&ions have inclined others to advife, 
that he who would know himfelf, fhould confult 
his enemies, remember the reproaches that are 
vented to his face, and liften for the ce'nfures that 
axe uttered in private. For his great bufinefs is to 
know his faults, and thofe malignity will difcover, 
and refentment will reveal. Rut this precept may 
be often iruftrated - 9 for it feldom happens that 
rivals or opponents are fuftered to come near 
enough to know our conduct with fo much exa<5t- 
nefs as that confeience fhould allow and reflect: 
the accufation. The charge of an enemy is often 
totally falie, and commonly fo mingled v/ith 
falfeliood, that the mind takes advantage from 
the failure of one part to difcredit the reft, and 
never rafters any difturbance afterward from fuch 
partial reports. 

Yet it fbems that enemies have been always 
found' by experience the moft faithful monitors ; 
fo r r adyerfity has ever beenxonfidered as the ftate 
in whiph a man moll eafily becomes acquainted 
with himfelf, and this .e&eci: it muft produce by 
withdrawing flatterers, whofe bufintfs it is to hide 
our ^weaknefics from us, or by giving loofe to 
malice, 2nd licence to reproach j or at leaft hy 
cutting oft* thofe ple^ifujes ^hich called us avwy 
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from meditation on our own condu*3,..and repreff- 
ing that pride which too eafily perfuades us, that 
we merit whatever we enjoy. 
. Part of thefe benefits it is in every man's power 
to procure to himfelf, by affigning proper portions 
of his life to the examination of the reft, and by 
putting himfelf frequently in fuch a fituation by 
retirement and abftra£tion, as may weaken the 
influence of external objects. By this practice he 
may obtain the fblitude of adverfity without* its 
melancholy, its inftm&ions without its cenfures, 
•and its fenfibility without its perturbations. 

The neceifity of fetting. the world at a diftance 
from us, when we are to take a furvey of oiirfelves, 
has fent many, from high ftations to the fe verities 
of a monaftick life j and indeed, every man deep- 
ly, engaged in bufinefe, if all regard to another 
ftate be not extinguiflied, muft have the convic- 
-don,* though, perhapsj not the refolution of Val- 
deflb, who, when he folicited Charles the fifth to 
difenifs him, being afked, whether he retired upon 
difguft, anfwered that he laid down his com- 
miflion, for no* other reafon but becaufe there 
ought to be fame time for fiber nfleftion between the 
life of a foldier and his d:ath. 

There are few conditions which do not entangle 
us with fublunary hopes and fears, from which it 
is neceflary to be at intervals difencumbered, that 
we may place ourfelves in his prefence who views 
efFe&s in their caufes, and aftions in their mo- 
tives ; that we may, as "Chillingworth exprefies » 
it, confider things as if there were no other beings 
in the world but God and ourfelves ; or, to uie 
language yet more awful, may commune tvith our 
own hearts , and bejiilh 

I 3 Death, 



Digitized by 



z — - 



i 7 4 THE RAMBLER. N*2*. 

*^ Death, fays Seneca, fells heavy upon him who 
is too much known to others, and too little to 
himfelf; and Pontanus, a man celebrated among 
the early reftorers of literature, thought the ftudy 
of our own hearts of fo much importance, that he 
has recommended it from his tomb. Sum Joan- 
nes Jovianus Pontanus, quern amaverunt bonis muja y 
fufpexerunt viri probi^ honeftaverunt reges domini* 9 
jam Jets qui Jtm y vel qui potius fuerimy ego vero te y 
bofpsSj nofcere in tenebris nequeOj fed teipfum ut nofcas 
rogo* " I am Pontanus, beloved by the powers 
44 of literature, admired by men of worth, and 
u dignified by the monarchs of the world. Thou. 
w knbweft now who I am, or more properly who* 
" I was. ' For thee, ftranger, I who am in dark- 
" nefs cannot Jcnow thee, but I intreat thee to. 
* knowthyfelf." 

I hope every reader of this paper will confider 
himfelf as engaged to the obfervation of a precept* 
which the wifdom and virtue of all ages have con- 
curred to enforce, a precept diftated by philofo- 
phers, inculcated by poets, and ratified by faints* 
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Numb. 29. Tuesday, June 16, 1750. 

Prudent futuri ttmporis txitum 
Caliginafa no&e f remit deus, 

Ridetqueji mortallt ultra 

Fas trtftdet— Ho R . 

But God has wifely hid from human fight 

The dark decrees of future fate, * 
And fown their feeds in depth of night 5 
He laughs at all the giddy turns of ftate, 
When mortals fearch too foon, and fear too late, Dryi>. 

THERE is nothing recommended with greater 
frequency among the gayer poets of and* 
,^uity, than the fecurc pofleffion of the prefent 
, hour, and the difmiiEon of all the cares which 
intrude upon our quiet, or hinder, t by importu- 
. nate perturbations, die enjoyment of thpfe delights 
which our condition happens to fet before us. 

The ancient ppejfcs are, indeed, by no means 

. unexceptionable teachers of morality ; their pre- 

. eepts are to be always countered as the {allies of a 

..genius, intent rather upon giving pleafure than 

inftru&ion, eager to take every advantage of infi- 

nuation, and provided the paffions can be engaged 

on its fide, very little folicitous about the fuffrage 

of reafon. 

The darknefc and uricertainty through which 
the heathens were, compelled to wander in the pur- 
fuit of happinefs, may, indeed, be alleged as an 
excufe for many of their (educing invitations to 
immediate enjoyment, which the moderns, by 
whom they have been imitated, have not to plead. 
It is no wonder that fuch as had no promife of 
another ftate fhould eagerly turn their thoughts 
upon the improvement of that which was before 
I 4 them ; 
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them; but furely thofe who are acquainted with 
the hopes and fears of eternity, might think it 
neceflary to put fome reftraint upon their imagi- 
nation, and reflect that by echoing the fongs of 
the ancient bacchanals, and tranfmitting the 
maxims of paft debauchery, they not only prove 
that they want invention, but virtue, and fubmit 
to the fervility of imitation only to. copy that of 
which the writer, if he was to live now, would 
©ften be aftiamed. 

Yet as the errors and follies of a great genius 
are feldom without fome radiations of underftand- 
ing 9 by which meaner minds may be enlightened, 
the incitements to pleafure are, in thofe authors, 
generally mingled with fuch reflections upon life, 
as well deferve to be confidered diftincHy from the 
purpofes for which they are produced, and to be 
treafured up as the fettled conclufions of extenfive 
obfervation, acute fagacity, and mature experience. 

It is not without true judgment that on thefe 
occafions they often warn their readers againft en- 
quiries into futurity,^ and folicitude about events 
which lie hid in caufes yet una£tive, and which 
time has not brought forward into the view of 
reafon. An idle and thoughtlefs refignation to 
chance, without any ftruggle againft calamity, or 
endeavour after advantage, - is indeed below the 
^dignity of a reafonable being, in whofe power 
providence has put a great part even of his prefent 
happinefs ; but it {hews an equal ignorance of our 
proper fphere, to harafe our thoughts with con- 
jectures about things not yet in being. How can 
we regulate events, of which we yet know not 
whether they will ever happen ? And why fhoukl 
we think, with painful anxiety, about that on 
which our thoughts can have no influence ? 

It 
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It is a maxim commonly received, that a wife 
man is never furprifed ; and, perhaps, this exemp- 
tion from aftonifhment may be imagined to pro-- 
ceed from fuch a profpeft into futurity, as gave 
previous intimation of thofe evils which often fall 
unexpected upon others that have lefe forefight. 
But the truth is, that things to come, except 
when they approach very nearly, are equally hidden 
from men of all degrees of uriderftanding ; and if a- 
wife man is not amazed at fudden occurrences, it is 
not that he has thought more, but lefs upon futurity.* 
He never confidered things not yet exifting as the 
proper obje&s of his attention ; he never indulged 
dreams till he wa's deceived by their phantoms, nor 
ever realized non-entities to his mind. He is not 
iurprized becaufe he is not difappointed, and he ef- 
capes difappointment. becaufe he never forms any 
expectations .^ 

The concern about things to corner that is to 
juftly cenfured, is not the refult of thofe general re- 
flections on the variablenefs of fortune,. the uncer-. 
tiainty of life, and the univerfal infecurity of all hu*. 
man acquifuions, which muft always be fuggefted 
by the view of the world 5 but fuch a defponding 
anticipation of misfortune, as fixes the mind upon 
fcenes of gloom and melancholy, and makes fear 
predominate in every imagination. 

Anxiety of this kind is nearly of the fame na- 
ture with jealoufy in love, and fufpicion in the 
general commerce of life ; a temper which keeps 
the man always in alarms, difpofes him to judge 
of every thing in a manner that leaft favours his 
own quiet, fills him with perpetual ftratagems of 
counteraction, wears him out in fchemes to ob- 
viate evil9 which, never tjireatned him, .and at 
1 S lei ?g*h, 
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length* perhaps, contributes to the production of 
fhofe mifchiefs of which it had raifed fuch dreads 
fed apprehenfions. 

It has been ufual in all ages for moralifts to re- 
prefs the fwellings of vain hope by reprefentationa 
of the innumerable cafualties to which life is fub- 
je&, and by inftances of the unexpected defeat of 
the wifeft fchemes of policy, and fudden fubverfions 
of the higheft eminences o( greatnefe. It has, per- 
haps, not been equally obferved* that all thefe ex- 
amples afford the proper antidote tor fear as well 
as to hope, and may be applied with no lefs efficacy 
as confcdations to the timorous, than as reftraints to 
die proud. 

" Evil is uncertain in the fame degree as good,, 
and for the reaibn that w£ ought not to hope too. 
fecurely, we ought not to fear with too much de- 
jection* The ftate of the world is continually 
changing, and none can tell the refult of the next 
viciflitude. Whatever is afloat in the ftream of 
lime, may, when it is very near us, be drivers 
away by an accidental blaft, which (hall happen to 
crofs the general courfe of the current. The fud- 
den accidents by which the powerful are depreiled,, . 
may fall upon thofe whoie malice we fear ; and 
the greatnefe by which we expeft to be overborn* 
may become another proof of the falfe flatteries of 
fortune. Our enemies may become weak, or we 
grow ftrong before our encounter, or we may ad- 
▼ance againft each other without ever ipeeting. 
There arc, indeed, natural evils which we can. 
flatter ourfelves with no hopes of efcaping, and 
with little of delaying; but of the ills which are. 
apprehended from human malignity, or the oppo- 
sition of rival intcrefts, we may always alleviate: 

the 
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the terror by considering that our perfecutors are 
.weak and ignorant, and mortal like ourfelves. 

The misfortunes which. arife from the Concur- 
rence of unhappy incidents fhould never be fuffer- 
ed to difturb us before tjiey happen; becaufe, if 
the bread: be once laid open to the dread of mere 
poffibilities of mifery, life muft be given a prey to 
difmal folicitude, and quiet muft be bid for ever. > 

It is remarked by old Cornaro, that it is abfard 
to be afraid of the natural dilution of the body., 
becaufe it muft certainly happen, and can, by no 
caution or artifice, be avoided. Whether this fenti- 
ment be entirely juft, I (hall not examine* but 
certainly, if it -be improper to fear events which 
muft happen, it is yet more evidently contrary to 
right reafon to fear thofe which may never happen, 
sifd which, if they (liquid come upon us, we cannot 
relifh 

As we ought not to give way to fear any more 
than indulgence to hope, becaufe the objefts both of 
fear and hope are yet uncertain, fo we ought not to 
truft the reprefentations of one more than of the 
other, becaufe they are both equally fallacious ; as 
hope enlarges happinefe, fear aggravates calamity. 
It is generally allowed, that no man ever found the 
happinefs of pofTembn proportionate to that expec- 
tation which incited his defire, and invigorated his 
purfuit; nor has any man found the evils of life 
fo formidable in reality, as they were defcribed to 
him by his own imagination ; every fpecies of dif- 
trefe brings with it fome peculiar fupports, fome 
linforefcen means of refifting, or power o£enduring; 
Taylor juftly blames, fome pious perfonS, who in- 
dulge their fancies too much, fet themfelves, by the 
force of imagination, in the place of the ancient 
I 6 martyrs 
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martyrs and confeffors, and queftion the validity 
of their own faith becaufe they fhrinfc at the thoughts 
of flames and tortures. It is, fays he, fufficient 
that you are able to encounter the temptations 
which now aflauit you ; when God fends trials, 
he may fend ftrength. 

All fear is in itfelf painful, and when it conduces 
not to fafety is painful without ufe. Every con - 
fideration, therefore, by which groundlefs terrors 
may be removed, adds fomething to human hap- 
pinefs. It is likewife not unworthy of remark, that 
in proportion as our cares are employed upon the 
future, they are abftraded from the prefent, from 
the only time which we can call our own, and of 
which if we neglefl the duties, to make provifion 
agatnft vifionary attacks, we (hall certainly coun- 
teract our own purpofe ; for he, doubdefs, miilakes 
his true intereft, who thinks that he can increafe 
his fafety, when he impairs his virtue. 

Numb. 30. Saturday, June 30, 1750* 

Vultus ubi tuus 
Ajfulfit popuhy gratior it dies % 

ft files melius nltent. HOR» 

Whene'er thy countenance divine 

TV attendant people cheers, 
The genial funa more radiant ihine, 

The day more glad appears. Elphinston. 

Mr. Rambler, 

THERE are few tafks more ungrateful, than 
for perfons of modefty to fpeak their own 
praifes. In fome cafes, however, this mull be 
.done for the general good, ai^d a generous fpirit 

will 



Digitized by 



Googk 



N°3*. THE RAMBLER. iSr 

will on fuch occafions aflert its merit, and vindicate 
itfelf with becoming warmth. 

My circumftances, Sir, are very hard and pecu- 
liar. Could the world be brought to treat me as 
I deferve, it would be a publick benefit. This 
makes me apply to you^ that my cafe being fairly 
ftated in a paper fo generally efteemed, I may 
fuffer no longer from ignorant and chtldifh pre- 
judices. 

My elder brother was a Jew. A very refpe&able 
perfon, but fomewhat auftere in his manner: highly 
and defervedly valued by his near relations and in- 
timates, but utterly unfit for mixing in a larger 
(bciety, or gaining a general acquaintance among 
mankind. In a venerable old age he retired from 
the world, and I in the bloom of youth came intd 
it, fucceeding him in all his dignities, and formed, 
as I might reafonably flatter myielf, to be the objedk 
of univerfal love and efteem. Joy and gladnefe 
were born with me ; cheerfulnefs, good-humour, 
and benevolence always attended and endeared my 
infancy. That time is long paft. So long, that 
idle invaginations are apt to fancy me. wrinkled, old, 
and difagreeable ; but, unlefs my looking-glafc de- 
ceives me, I have not yet loft one charm, one 
-beauty of my earlieft years. However, thus far is 
too certain, I am to every body juft what they 
chufe to think rhe, fo that to veFy few I appear in 
my right Chape; and though naturally I am the 
friend of human kind, to few, very few compara- 
tively, am I ufeful of agreeable. 

This is. the more grievous, as it is utterly impoC- 

fible for me to avoid being, in all forts of places 

and companies ; and I am therefore liable to meet 

. with perpetual affronts and injuries. Though I 

> have 
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k&$ as natural an antipathy to cards and dice, as 
fome people have to a cat^ many and many an a£. 
fembly aijv I forced to endure ; and though reft and 
con^pofure are my peculiar ioy, am worn out, and 
harafled to death with journies by men and women 
?f quality, who never take one, but when I can.be 
of the party. Some, on a contrary extreme, will 
never receive me but in ted* where they fpend at 
leaft half of the time I have to ftay with Jhem ; and 
others are fo monftroufly ill-bred as to take phyfick 
on purpofe when they have r^afon to expeft me*- 
Thofe who keep upon terms of more politenefs 
with, me, are generally fo .cold and conftrained 
in their behaviour, that I. cannot but perceive my- 
felf an unwelcome gueft; and even among per-* 
ions dcferving.of efteem, and who certainly have a 
value for me, it is too evident that generally when- 
ever I come I throw a dulnefs over the whole 
company, that I am entertained with a formal 
ftiff civility, and that they are glad when I am fairly, 
gone. 

How bitter muft this kind of reception b? taone 
forpied to tnfpire delight, admiration, and love I 
To oqe capable of anfwering. and rewarding th* 
greateft warmth and delicacy of fentiments ! 

I was bred up among a fet of excellent people* . % 
who afFe&ionately loved me, and treated me with.- 
the utmoft honour and refpe<St It would be tedi- 
ous to relate the variety of my adventures, and 
ftrange viciffitudes of my fortune in many differ-* „ 
ent countries. Here in England there was a time 
when I lived accprding to my heart's defire*. 
Whenever I appeared, publick aflembUes appointed 
lor my reception were crowded with perfons of 
quality, and feflugn, earlj dwft a» for. a court, t*> 

P»3f 
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pay me their devoirs. Cheerful hofpitality every 
where crowned my board* and I was looked upori 
in every country parifb as a kind of fecial bond 
Between the 'fquire, the parfon, and the tenants* 
The' laborious poor every where bleft my appear- 
ance : they do fo ftili, and keep their beft clothes 
to do me honour ; though as much as I delight in. 
the honeft country folks, they da now and then 
throw a pot of ale at my head, and fometimes an 
unlucky boy will drive his cricket-ball full in my 
face. 

Even in thefe my beft days there w^re perfons 
i who thought me too demure and grave. I muft for* 
iboth by all means be inftructed by foreign mailers, 
and taught to dance and play. This, method of 
education was fo contrary to my genius, formed 
for much nobler entertainments, that it did not 
fucceed at all. 

I fell next into the hands of a very different fet. 
They were fo exceffively fcandalized at the gaiety 
of my appearance* as not only to defpoil me of the 
^foreign fopperies, the paint and the patches that I 
had been tricked out with by my laft misjudging; 
tutors, but they robbed me of every innocent orna- 
ment I had from my infancy been ufeAto gather in 
the fields and gardens , nay they blacked my face* 
and covered me all over with a habit of mourning* 
and that too very coarfe and awkward, I was 
now obliged to fpend my whole life in hearing fer- 
mons ; nor permitted lb much as to fmile upon any 
occafion. 

In this melancholy difguife I became a perfect 
bugbear to all children, and young folks. Where- 
ever I came there was a general huih, an imme- 
diate flop taall plealantneife of look or difcourfe ; t 
4 and 
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and not being permitted to talk with them in my 
own language at that time, they took fuch a difguft 
to me in thofe tedious hours of yawning, that 
having tranfmitted it to their children, I cannot 
now be heard, though it is long fince I have re- 
covered my natural- form, and pleafing tone of 
voice. Would they but receive my vifits kindly, 
and liften to what I could tell them — let me fay 
it without vanity — how charming a companion 
fhould I be ! to every one could I tall? on the fubjects 
moft mterefting and moft pleafing. With the great' 
and ambitious, I would difcourfe of honours and 
advancements, of diftinctions to which the whole 
world (hould be witnefs, of unenvied dignities *and 
durable preferments... To the rich I would tell of 
inexhauftible treafures, and the fure method to at- 
tain them. I would teach therri to put out their 
money on the beft intereft, and inftruct the lovers* 
of pleafure how to fecure and improve it to the 
higheft degree. The beauty {hould learn of me 
how to preferve an everlafting bloom. To the.af-' 
fli&ed I would adminifter comfort, and relaxation to 
thebufy. 

As I dare promife myfelf you will atteft the' ruth' 
of all I have advanced, there, is no doubt bul nany ; 
will be defirous of improving their acquaintance - 
with me; and that I may not be thought too diffi- 
cult, I will tell you, in fliort, how I wifh to be 
received. 

. You muft know I equally hate lazy icflenefs and 
hurry. I would every where be welcomed at a 
tolerably early hour with decent good-humour 
atid gratitude. I muft be attended in the great 
Kails peculiarly appropriated to me with-refpeft; 
but I do not infift upon finery : propriety of ap- 
i peajance, 
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pearance, and perfect neatnefs, is all I require. I 
muft at dinner be treated with a temperate, but 
cheerful fecial meal ; both the neighbours and the 
poor (hould be the better for me. Some time I 
muft have tSte-a-tete with my kind entertainers, and 
the reft of my vifit mould be fpent in pleafant waits 
and airings among fets of agreeable people, in fuck 
difcourfe as I (hall naturally dictate, or in reading, 
fome few feledted out of thofe numberlefs books that 
are dedicated to me, and go by my name. A name 
that, alas ! as the world ftands at prefent, makes, 
them oftener thrown afide than taken up. As 
thofe converfations and books {hould be both well 
chofen, to give fome advice on that head may 
poffibly furnifli you with a future paper, and any- 
thing you (Hall offer on my behalf will be of great 
fervice to, 

Good Mr. Rambler^ 

Tour faithful Friend and Servant? 
SUNDAY. 

Numf. 31. Tuesday, July 3, 1750. 

Won ego mendefis aujlvt Aefendere mores y 

Falfofuc pro vitlis arma tenere wmu O VH>» 

Corrupted manners I (hall ne'er defend, 

Nor, falfely witty, for my faults contend. Elphirston. 

THOUGH the fallibility of man's reafon, 
and the narrownefs x>f his knowledge, are 
Very liberally confefledj yet the conduct of thofe 
who fo willingly admit the weaknefs of human 
nature, feems to difcern that this acknowledg- 
ment 
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ment is not altogether fincere ; at leafr, that'moftr 
make it with a tacit referve in favour of themfelves^ 
and that with whatever eaje they give up the claim 
of their neighbours, they are defirous of being, 
thought exempt from faults in their own conduct, 
and from error in their opinions. 

The certain and obftinate pppofitiun, which we 
may obferve made ta confutation, however clear,* 
and to reproof however tender, is an undoubted 
argument, that fome dormant privilege is thought 
to be attacked; for as no man can lofe what he 
neither poflefles, nor imagines himfelf to npflefs, or 
be defrauded of that to which he has no right* it is 
reafonable to fuppofe that thpfe. who break out into- 
fury at tiie fofteft contradiction, or the flighted 
cenfure, fince they apparently conclude themfelves 
injured, muft fancy fome ancient immunity violated^ 
or fome natural prerogative invaded. To be mis- 
taken, if they thought themfelves liable to miftake, 
could not be coniideted as either fhameful or 
wonderful, and they would not receive with fb~ 
much emotion, intelligence which only informed 
them of what they knew before, nor ftruggje 
with fuch earneftnefs againft an attack that de- 
prived them of nothing to which they held them- 
felves entitled. 

It is related of one of the phildfophers, that- 
when an account was brought him. of his fon's 
death, he receive^ it only with this refle&ion, / 
knew that my. fin was marud. He that is con- 
vinced of an. error, if he had the fame know- 
ledge of his own weakneis, would, inftead of 
{training for artifices, and brooding malignity, 
only regard (uch overfigfits as the appendages of 
humanity, and pacify himfelf with conffdering 

that 
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•that he had always known man to be a fallible 
being. 

If it be true that moft of our paflions are excited 
by the novelty of obje&s, there is little reafon for 
doubting that to be confidered as fubjeft to falla- 
cies of ratiocination, or imperfeftion of know- 
ledge, is to a great part of mankind entirely new ; 
for it is impofiible to fall into any company where 
there is not fome regular and eftablifhed fubordi- 
nation, "without finding rage and vehemence pro- ■ 
<hiced only by difference of fentiments, about 
things in which neither of the difputants have 
'any other intereft than what proceeds from 1 their 
mutual , unwilKngnefs to give way to any opinion* 
that; may bring upon them- the difgrace of being 
wrong. 

I have heard of one that, having advanced fome 
erroneous do&rines in philofophy, refufed to fee. 
the experiments by which they were confuted : 
and the obfervation of every day will give new 
proofs with how much induftry fubterfuges and 
evafions are fought to decKne the preflure of refift- 
lefs arguments, how often the ftate of the queftion 
is altered, how often the antagonift is wilfully mif- 
reprefented/and in how much perplexity the cleareft 
pofitions are involved by thofe whom they happen, 
■to oppofe. 

Of all mortals none feem to have been more 
lnfe£ted with this fpecies of vanity, than the race 
of writers, whofe reputation arifing folely from, 
their underftanding, gives them a very delicate- 
•fenfibility of any violence attempted on their liU 
terary honour. It is not unpleafing to remark 
with what folicitude men of acknowledged abili- 
ties will endeavour to palliate abfurdities and re- 
conciler 
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concfle contradictions, only to obviate criticifms to 
which all human performances mult ever be exppfed, . 
and from which they can never fuffer, but when 
they teach the world by a vain and ridiculous impa- 
tience to think them of importance. 

Dryden, whole warmth of fancy, and hafte of 
compofition, very frequently hurried him into inac- 
curacies, heard himfelf fometimes expofed to ridicule 
for having faid in one of his tragedies,.. 

J follow fate, which does too faji purfuei* . % 

That no man could at once follow and be followed 
was, it may be thought, too plain to be long dis- 
puted ;- and die truth is, that Dryden was appa- 
rently betrayed into the blunder by the double 
meaning of the word Fate, to which in the former 
part of the verfe he had annexed the idea of For~ 
.TUN^and in the latter' that of Death; fo that 
the fenfe only was,* though purfued by Death, / 
will not refign myfelfto defpair^^but will follow For- 
tune, and do and fuffer what is appointed. This, 
however, was not completely exprefled, and Dry- 
den being determined not to give way to his 
criticks* never confefled that he had been furprifed 
by an ambiguity; but finding. luckily r in Virgil an 
account of a man moving in a circle, with this ex.- 
predion, Et fe fequiturque fugitque^-" Here, fays 
44 he, is the paflage in imitation of which I wrot* 
44 the line that my criticks were pleafed to condemn 
44 as nonfenfe ; not . but I may fometimes write 
44 nonfenfe, though they have not the fortune to- 
44 find it." 

Every one fees the folly, of fuch mean doubling? 
to efcape the purfuit of criticifm ; nor is there- a 
fmgle, reader of this poet, who would not have 
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paid him greater veneration, had he fhewn confci- 
■oufnefs enough of his own fuperiority to fet fuch 
cavils at defiance, and owned that he fometimes 
flipped into errors by the tumult of his imagination, 
and the multitude of his ideas. 

It is happy when this temper difcovers itfelf 
only in little things, which may be right or wrong 
without any influence on the virtue or happinefs 
of mankind. We may, with very little inquie- 
tude, fee a man perfift in a project, which he 
has found to be impradti cable, live in an incon- 
venient houfe becaufe it was contrived by himfelf 
or wear a coat of a particular cut, in hopes by 
perfeverance to bring it into fafhjon. Thefe are 
indeed follies, but they are only follies, and, 
however wild or ridiculous, can very little affedi 
others. 

But fuch pride, once "indulged, too frequently 
operates upon more important obje&s, and inclines 
men not only to vindicate their errors, but their 
vices ; to perfift in praftioes which their own hearts 
condemn, only -left they fhould feem to feel re- 
proaches, or be made wifer by the advice of others j 
or to fearch for fophtfms tending to the confufion 
of all principles, and the evacuation of all duties, 
that they may not appear -to a& what they are not 
jable to defend. 

Let every man, who finds vanity fo far predomi- 
nant, as to betray him to the danger of this Jaft 
degree of corruption, paufe a moment to confider 
what will be the confequences of the plea which he 
is about to offer for a pra&ice to which, he knows 
himfelf not led at firft by reafon, but impelled by 
•the violence of defire, furprized by the fuddennefs 
of paflion, or feduced by the foft approaches of 

temptation, 
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temptation, and by irriperceptible gradations of 
guilt. Let him cohfider what he is going to com- 
mit by forcing his underftanding to patronife thofe 
appetites, which it is its chief bufinefs to hinder and 
reform. 

The caufe of virtue requires fo little art to Je- . 
.fend it, and good and evil, when they have been 
.price {hewn, are fo eafily diftinguifhed, that fuch 
apologifts feldom gain profelytes to their party, 
nor have their fallacies power to deceive any but 
thofe whbfe defires have clouded their difcernment. 
All that the beft faculties thus employed can per- 
fbrrh is, to perfuade the hearers' that the man is 
hopelefs whom they only thought vicious, that cor- 
ruption has pafled from his manners to his princi- 
ples,- that all endeavours for his^recovery are with- , 
out profped of fuccefs, and that nothing remains 
but to avoid him as infectious, or hunt him down 
as deftru&ive. 

- But if it be fuppofed that he may impofe on 
his audience by partial reprefentations of confer 
quences, intricate deductions of remote caufes, or 
perplexed combinations of ideas, which having 
various relations appear different as viewed on dif- 
ferent fides; that he may fometimes puzzle the 
weak and well-meaning, and now and then feduce, 
by the admiration of his abilities, a young mind 
ftill fluctuating in unfettled notions, and neither 
fortified by inftru&ion nor enlightened by pxpe-. 
rifrice ; yet what muff be the event of fuch a tri- 
umph ? A man cannot fpend all this life in frolick : 
age, or difeale, or folitude will bring fome hours 
of ferious, confideration, and it will then afford 
no comfort to think, that he has .extended the. 
dominion of vice, that he* has loaded himfelf with 

the 
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the crimes of others, and can never know the ex- 
tent "of his oWn wickednefs, or make! reparation 
for tHe mifchief that he has earned. There is not * 
perhaps in all the ({ores of ideal anguifli, a thought 
more painful, than the confcioufhefs of having 
propagated corruption by vitiating principles, of 
having not only drawn others from the paths of 
virtue, but blocked up the way by which they 
fhould return,' of having blinded them to every 
beauty but the paint of pleafure, and deafened them 
to ev^ry call but the alluring voice of the. fyrens of . 
deftru&ion. 

There is yet another danger in, this pra&ice: 
•men who cannot deceive others, are very often fuc- 
cdsful in deceiving themfelves 5 ' they weave their 
fophiftry till their own reafon is entangled, and 
repeat their pofitions till they are credited by them- 
felves; by often contending they grow fihcere in 
the caufe, and by long wilhing for demonftrative » 
arguments, they at laft bring themfelves to fancy 
tKat they have found them. They are then at the s 
uttermoft verge of wickednefs, and may die with- 
out having that liglit rekindled in their minds, 
which their own pride and contumacy have extin- 
guifhed. 

The men who can be charged with feweft fail- 
ings, either with refpecl to abilities or virtue, arc 
generally 'moft ready to allow them : for not to 
dwell on things of folemn and awful confuta- 
tion, the humility of confeflbrs, the fears of faints, 
and thfe dying terrors of perfons eminent for piety 
and innocence, it is well known that Casfar wrote 
an account of the errors committed by him in his 
wars of Gaul, and that Hippocrates, whbfe name 
is perhaps in rational eftimation greater than Cae- 

, far's, 
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far*s, warned pofterity againft a miftake into which 
he had fallen. So much, fays Celfus, does the open 
and artlejs confejjion of an error become *a man con- 
fcio'us that he has enough^ remaining to fupport his 
character. 

As all error is meannefs, it is incumbent on every 
man who corifults his own dignity, to retra& it as 
foon as he difcovers it, without fearing any cen- 
fure fo much as that of his own mind. As juftice 
requires that all injuries mould be repaired, it is 
the duty of him who has feduced others by bad 
• practices, or falfe notions, to endeavour that fuch 
as have adopted his errors mould know his retrac- 
tion, and that thofe who have learned vice by his 
example, mould by his example be taught amend- 
ment. 

Numb. 32. .- Saturday, July 7, 1750, 

v fiv atftofpav tx*'. % ts^auq <p^t 9 p$ eiyoudzltS 
laaQcH di w^kiru xciQocrQp $w)n. PyTHAflU 

Of all the woes that load the mortal ftate,- 
Whatever thy portion, mildly meet thy fate $ 
But eafe it as thou caiTft ■ ; . E^phinston. 

SO large a part of human life paffes in a ftate 
contrary' to our natural defires, that one of the 
principal topicks of moral inftru&ion is the art of 
bearing calamities. And fuch is the certainty of 
evil, that it is the duty of every man to furnifh his 
mind with thofe principles that may enable him to 
a<3 under it with decency and propriety. 

The 
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The feci: of ancient philofophers, that boafted 
to have carried this neceflary fcience to the higheft 
perfection, were the ftoicks, or fcholars of Zeno, 
whofe wild entliufiaftick virtue pretended to an 
exemption from the fenfibilities of unenlightened 
mortals, and who proclaimed themfelves exalted, 
by the dodtrines of their feci:, above the reach of, 
thofe miferies, which embitter life t€t the reft of 
the world. They therefore removed pain, poverty, 
lofs of friends, exile, and violent death^ from the 
Catalogue <xf evils ; and pafled, in their haughty 
ftyle, a kind of' irreverfible decree, by which they 
forbad them to be counted any longer among the 
objects of terror or anxiety, or to give any dis- 
turbance to the tranquillity of a wife man. 

This edict was, I think, net univerfaUy obferv- 
ed ; for though one of the more refolute, when he 
was tortured by a violent difeafe', cried out, that 
let pain harafe him to its utmoft power, k fliould 
never force him to confider it as other than indifc. 
fereiit and neutral ; yet all had not ftubbomnefe 
to hold out againft their fenfes : for a weaker pupil 
v of Zeno is recorded to have cenfefled in the an- 
guifh of the gout, that he nciv found pain io be an 

It may however be queftioned, whether thefe 
philofophers can be very properly numbered among 
the teachers of patience 5 for if pain be not an 
evil, there feems no inftru&ion requifke how it* 
maybe borne $ and therefore, when they endeavour 
to ami their followers with arguments agiinft it, 
they may be thought to have given up their firft 
pofition. But fuch inconfiftencies are to be ex- 
pected from the greateft underftandings, when 
they endeavour to grow eminent by Angularity, 

Vol. I. K and 
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and employ their ftrength in eftablhlring opinions 
oppofite to nature. 

The controverfy about the reality of external 
evils is now at an end. That life has many mhe- 

*ries, and that thofe miferies are, fometimes at 
leaft,* equal to all the powers of fortitude, is now 
univerfally confefled; and therefore it is ufeful to 
cpniider not pnly how we may efcape them, but by 

%what means thofe which either the accidents of 
affairs, or the infirmities of nature, muft bring upon 
U6, may be mitigated and lightened, and how we 
may make thofe hours tefs wretched, which the 
conditipn of our prefcnt exiftence will not allow 
to be very happy, 

4 The cure for the greateft part of human mife- 
ries is not radical, but palliative. Infelicity is in- 
volved in corporeal nature, and interwoven with our, 
being 5 all attempts therefore to decline it wholly 
are ufelefs and vain : the armies of pain fend their 
arrows againft us on every fide, the choice is only 
between thofe which are more or lefs fharp, or. 
tinged with poifon of greater or lefs malignity; 
and the ftrongeft armour which reafon can fupply, « 
will only blunt their points, but cannot repel 
them. 
s The great remedy which heaven has put in our 
hands is patience, by which, though we cannot 
leflen the torments of the body, we can in a great 
meafure preferve the peace of the mind, and fhair. 
fuffer only, the natural and genuine force of an 
evil, without heightening its acrimony, or pro«r 
longing its effects. 

There is indeed nothing" more undatable to the. 
nature of man in any calamity than rage and tur- * 
bulence, which, without examining whether they 
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are not fometimes impious, are at leaft always of- 
"fenfive, and incline others rather to hate and defpife 
than to pity and affift us* If what we fuflfer has 
v been brought upon us by ourfelves, it is obferved 
by an ancient poet, that patience is eminently our 
duty, fince no one Ihould be angry at feeling that 
which he has deferved. 

hemter tx mertto qukquid patiare ferendum eft* 
Let pain defervM without complaint be borne. 

And furely, if we are confcious that we have not 
contributed to our own fufferings, if punifliment 
falls upon innocence, or difappointment happens to 
induftry and prudence, patience, whether more 
neceflary or not, is much eafier, fince our pain is 

t then without aggravation, and we have not -the 
bitternefs of remorfe to add to the afperity of mif* 
fortune. 

In thofe evils. which are allotted to us by provi- 
dence, fuch as deformity, privation of any of the 
fenfes, or old age, it is always to be remembered, 

► that impatience can have no prefent effeft, but to 
deprive us of the confolations which our condition 
admits, by driving away from us thofe by whofe 
cortverfation or advice we might be amufed or 
helped; and that with regard to futurity it is yet 
lefs to be juftified, fince, "without leflening the 
pain, it cuts otF the hope of that reward, which he 
by whom it is infli&ed will confer upon them that 
bear it well. 
In all evils which- admit a remedy, impatience is 
*to be avoided, becaufe it waftes that time and at- 
tention in complaints, that, if properly applied, 
might remove the caufe. Turenne, among the 
acknowledgments which he ufed to pay in conver- 
K * fation 
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■fetion to the memory of thofe by whom he had 
been- inftru&ed in the art of war, mentioned one 
with honour, who taught him not to fpend his 
time in regretting any rniftake which he had made, 
but to fet himfelf immediately and vigoroufly to re- 
pair it. 

Patience and fubmiflion are very carefully to be 
diftinguifhed from cowardice and indolence. We 
are not to repine, but we may lawfully ftruggle ; 
for the calamities of life, like the neceffities of. na- 
ture, are calls to labour and exercifes of diligence. 
When we feel any preflures of diftrefs, we are not 
to conclude that we can only obey the will of hea- 
ven by languifliing under it, any more than when 
we perceive the pain of thirft, we are to imagine 
that water is prohibited. Of misfortune it never 
' can be certainly known whether, as proceeding 
from the hand of God, it is an adl: of favour, or 
of puniChment : but fince all the ordinary difpen- 
' fations of providence are to be interpreted accord- 
* ing to the general analogy of things, we may con- 
clude that we have a right to remove one inconve- 
nience as well as another ; that we are only to take 
care left we purchafe eafe with guilt ; and that our 
Maker's purpofe, whether of reward or feverity, 
will be anfwered by tfre labours which he lays us 
tinder the neceffity of performing. 

This duty is not more difficult in any ftate than 
in difeafes intenfely painful, which may indeed fuf- 
fer fuch exacerbations as feem to ftrain the powers 
of life to their utmoft Wretch, and leave Very little *' 
of the attention vacant to precept or reproof. In 
this ftate the nature of man requires fome indul- 
gence, and every extravagance but impiety may be 
«afily forgiven him. Yet, left we Should think 
i burfelvss 
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ourfelves too foon entitled to the mournful privi- 
leges of irrefiftible mifery, it is proper to refle&i 
that the utmoft anguifh which human wit can 
contrive or human malice can infli<5t> has been 
borne with conftancy ; and that if the pains of 
difeafe be, as I believe they are, fometimes greater 
than thofe of artificial torture, they are therefor* 
in their own nature lhorter, the vital frame, is 
quickly broken, or the union between foul and 
body is for a time fufpended by infenfibility, and 
we foon ceafe to feel our maladies when they once 
become top violent to be borne. I think there is 
fome reafon for queftioning whether the body and 
mind are not fo proportioned, that the one can> 
bear all that can be inflicted on""the other, whether 
virtue cannot ftand its ground as long as life, and 
whether a foul well principled will not be feparated 
fooner than fubdued. 

In calamities which operate chiefly on our pat* 
(ions, fuch as diminution of fortune, lofs of friends, 
or declenfion of character, the chief danger of im- 
patience is upon the firft attack, and many expe- 
dients have been contrived, by which the blow 
may be broken. Of thefe the mod general pre- 
cept is, not to take pleafure in any thing, of which 
it is not in our power to fecure the poneffion to 
ourfelves. This counfel, when we confider the 
enjoyment of any terreftrial advantage, as oppofite* 
to a conftant and habitual folicitude for future feli^ 
city, is undoubtedly juft, and delivered by that 
^authority which cannot be difputed; but in any 
other fenfe, is it not like advice, not to walk kit 
we (hould ftumble, or not to fee left our eyes 
ibould light upon deformity ? It feems to me rea- 
sonable to enjoy bleffings with confidence as well * 
K 3 as 
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as to refigii them with fubmiffion, and to hope for 
the continuance of good which we poflefs without 
infolence, or voluptuoufiiefs, as for the reftitution 
of that which we lofe without defpondency or 
murmurs. 

The chief fecurity againft the fruitlefs anguifh. 
of impatience, muft arife from frequent reflection 
on the wifdom and gpodnefs of the Gop of na- 
ture, in whofe hands are riches and poverty, ho*- 
nour and difgrace, pleafure and pain> and life and 
death. A fettled convi&ion of the tendency of 
every thing to our good, and of the poffibility of 
turning miseries into happinefs, by receiving them, 
righdy, will incline us to blefs the name of the Loro, 
whether he gives or takes away. 

Numb. 33. Tuesday, July io, 1750. 

Quod caret altera* requU durabile non eft. O V1D V 

Alternate reft and labour long endure. 

IN the early ages of the world, as is well knowa 
to thofe who are verfed in ancient traditions, 
when innocence was yet untainted, and fimplicity' 
unadulterated, mankind wasliappy in the enjoy- 
ment of continual pleafure, and conftant plenty, 
, under the protection of Rest ; a gentle divinity, 
who required of her worihippers neither altars nor 
lacrifices, and whofe rites were only performed by 
proftrations upon turfs of flowers in (hades of jaf- 
mine and myrtle, or by dances on the banks of 
rivers flowing with milk and necfcar. 

Under this eafy government the firft generations 
breathed the; fragrance of perpetual fpring, eat the 

fruits* 
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fruits, which, Without culture, fell ripe into 'their 
hands, and flept, under bowers arched by nature, 
with the birds finging over their heads, and the 
fceafts fporting about them. But by "degrees they 
began to lofe their original integrity ; each, though 
there was more than enough for all, was defirous 
of appropriating part to himfelf. Then entered 
violence and fraud, and theft and rapine. Soon 
after pride and envy broke into the world, and 
brought with them a new ftandard of wealth ; fqr 
men, v^ho tiH then thought themfelves rich when 
they wanted nothing, now rated their demands, 
not by the calls of nature, but by the plenty of 
ethers j and began to confider themfelves as poor, 
when they beheld their own poffeflions exceeded 
by thofe of their neighbours. Now only one could 
be happy, becaufe only one could have moft, and 
that one was always in danger, left the fame arts 
which he had fupplanted others fhould be prac- 
tifed upon himfelf. 

Amidft the prevalence of this corruption, thfe 
ftate of the earth was changed ; the year was di- 
vided into feafons; part of the ground became 
-barren, and the reft yielded only berries, acorns, 
•and herbs. * The iummer and autumn indeed fur- 
ru'fhed a eearfe and inelegant fu&ciehcy, but win- 
ter was without any relief 5 Famine, with a thou- 
sand diftafes, which the inclemency of the air in- 
vited into the upper regions, made havock among 
men, and there appeared to be danger left they 
feouid be deftroyed before they were reformed. 

To oppofe the devaftatfons of Famine^ who 

fcattenred the ground every where with carcafes, 

Labour came down upon earth. Labour was 

the fon of Necessity, the nurfeling of Hppb, 
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and the pupil of Art ; he had die ftrength of hilt 
mother, the fpiijit of his nurfe, and the dexterity 
of his governefs- His face was wrinkled with the 
wind, and fwarthy with the fun 5 he had the imple- 
ments of hufbandry in one hand, with which hp 
turned up the earth ; in the other he had the tools 
of architecture, and raifed walls and towers at his 
pleafure. He called out with a rough voice,, 
44 Mortals ! fee here the power to whom you are 
w -configneci, and from whom you are to hope for 
*' all your pWafures, and all your fafety. You 
44 have long languished under the dominion of 
"Rest, an impotent and deceitful goddefe, who 
44 can neither protect nor relieve you, but refign^ 
44 you. to the firft attacks of either Famine or 
" Disease, and fuffers her (hades to be invaded 
44 by every enemy, and destroyed by every accir 
44 dent. 

44 Awake therefore to the call of Labour* 1 
* will teach you to remedy the fterility of the 
44 earth, and the feverity of the iky ^ J will com- 
44 pel fummer to find provifions for the winter ; I . 
44 will force the waters to give you their fifh, the 
44 air its fowls, and the foreft its beafts j I will 
44 teach you to pierce the bowels of the earth, 
44 and bring out from the -caverns of the mpun* 
44 tains metals which (ball give -ftrength to your 
44 hands, and fecuiity to your bodies, by which. 
44 you may be covered from the aflaults of the 
44 fierceft beafts, and with which, you fhall fell the 
J 4 oak, and divide rocks, and fubjed all nature to 
44 your ufe and pleafure." 

Encouraged by this magnificent invitation, the 
inhabitants of the globe confidered Labour as 
iheir only friend, and hailed to his command. He 

led 
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led them out to the fields and mountains, and 
(hewed them how to open mines, to level hills, 
to drain marines, and change the courfe of rivers. 
The face of things was immediately transformed ; 
the land was covered with towns and villages, en- 
compafied with fields of corn, and plantations of 
fruit-tieees; and nothing was feen but heaps of 
grain, and.bafkets of fruit, full tables, and crowded 
ftorehoufes. 

Thus Labour and his followers added tvery 
hour new acquifitions to their conquefts, and faw 
Famine gradually difpoflefted of his dominions ; 
till at laft, amidft their jollity and triumphs, they 
were deprefied and amazed by the approach of 
Lassitude, who was known by her funk eyes, 
and deje&ed countenance. She came forward 
trembling and groaning: at every groan the hearts " 
of all thole that beheld her loft their courage, their 
nerves flackened, their hands (hook, and the in- 
ftruments of labour fell from their grafp. 

Shocked with this horrid phantom they re- 
fle&ed with regret on their eafy compliance with 
the felicitations of Labour, and began to wifli 
again for the golden hours which they remembered 
to have patted under the reign of Rest, whom 
they refolved again to vifit, and to whom they 
intended to dedicate the remaining part of their* 
lives.-. Rest had not left the world ; they quickly . 
found her, and to atone for their former defertion, 
invited her to the enjoyment of thofe acquifitions: ; 
which Labour had procured them. 

Rest therefore took leave of the groves and 
vallies, which (he had hitherto inhabited, and en- 
tered into palaces, repofed herfelf in alcoves, and 
flumbered away the winter upon beds of down, 
K 5 and 
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and the fummer in artificial grottos with cafcadfes 
playing before her. There was indeed always 
fomething wanting to complete her felicity, s and- 
N fhe could never lull her returning fugitive* to that 
ferenity, which they knew before their engage- 
ments with- !Laboue : Nor was her dominion en^ 
tirely without control*]* for Ihe was obliged to~ 
(hare it with Luxury, though (he always looked* 
upon her as a falfe friend,, by whom hep influence 
was in reality deftroyed, while it feemed to be 
promoted. - 

The two foft aflbciates, however, reigned for 
feme time without vifible difagreement, till at laft 
Luxury betrayed her charge, and let in Dis- 
ease to feize upon her worfhippers. Rest then^ 
Sew away, and left the place to the ufurpers ; who> 
'employed all their arts to fortify themfelves in 
their pofleflion, and to ftrengthen the intereft of 
*ach other. 

Rest had not always the fame enemy: in fome 
places ihe efcaped the incurfions of Disease j but 
* had her refidence invaded by a more flow and 
fobtle intruder, for very frequently when everj> 
thing was compofed and quiet, when there was 
. neither pain witliin, nor danger without, when 
every flower was in bloom* and every gale freight- 
\ ed with perfumes, Satiety would enter with a> 
Janguifhing and repining look, and throw herfelf 
upon the couch placed and adorned for the ac- 
commodation of Rest. No fooner was (he feated 
than a general gloom fpread itfelf on every fide*. 
-; the groves immediately loft their verdure, and 
; their inhabitants defifted from their melody, the 
' breeze funk in fighs, and the flowers contracted 
> their leaves and (hut up their odours. Nothing, 

was 



Digitized by 



Googk 



N°33. • THE RAMBLER. . %o 3 

was feen on every fide but multitudes wandering 
about they knew not whither, in queft they knew 
not of what 5 no voice was heard but of complaints 
that mentioned no' pain, and murmurs that could 
tell of no misfortune. 

Rest had now loft her authority. Her followers 
again began to treat her with contempt 5 fome of 
them united themfelves more clofely to Luxury, 
who promifed by her arts to drive Satiety away ; 
and others that were more wife, or had more forti- 
tude, went back again to Labour, by>whom they 
were indeed prote&ed from. Satiety, but deli- 
vered up in time to Lassitude, and forced by her 
to the bowers of Rest. 

Thus Rest and Labour equally perceived their 
reign of fhort duration and uncertain tenure, and 
their empire liable to inroads from thofe who were 
alike enemies to both. They each found their 
fubje&s unfaithful, and ready to defert them upon 
every opportunity. Labour faw the riches which 
he had given always carried away as an offering to 
Rest, and Rest found her votaries in every exi- 
gence flying from her to beg help of Labour--, 
They, therefore, at laft determined upon an inter- 
view, in which they agreed to divide the world 
between them, and govern it alternately, allotting 
the dominion of the day to one, and that of the 
night to the other, and promifed to guard the 
frontiers of each other, fo that, whenever hoftilities 
were attempted, Satiety mould be intercepted 
by Labour, and Lassitude expelled by Rest. 
Thus the ancient quarrel was appeafed, and as - 
hatred is often fucceeded by its contrary, Rest 
afterwards became pregnant by Labour, and was 
delivered of Health, a benevolent Goddefs, who , 
K 6 confoli- 
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confolidated the union of 4ier parent and contri- 
buted to the regular viciffitudes of their reign, by 
difpenfing her gifts to thofe only who {hand their 
lives in juffc proportions between Rest and 
Labour* 

Numb* 34. Saturday, July 14, 1750. 

1 Nonjint vano 

Aurantm a JUua metu. f Hon.- 

Alarm' d with ev'ry riling gale* 

Ip ev'ry wood, in ev'ry vale. Elphinston. 

I Have been cenfured for having, hitherto dedi- 
cated fo few of my fpeculations to the ladies ; . 
and indeed the moralift, whole inftructions are 
accommodated only to one half of the human 
fpecies, muft be confeffed not fufficiently to 'have 
extended his views- Yet it is to be confidered,. 
that mafculine duties afford more room for coun- 
fels and obfervations, as they are lefs uniform,, 
and conneftedwith things more fiibjed to vicim—. 
tude and accident ; we therefore findthat in philofo- 
phical difcourfes which teach by precept, or hifto- 
rical narratives that inftcufl: by example, the pe~ 
culiar virtues or faults of women filL but a fmall 
part 5 perhaps generally too fmall, for fb much of!. 
o*ir dpmeftick happinefe is in their hands, and their, 
influence is fo great upon, our earlieft years, that 
the univerfalj intereft of the world requires them to. 
be well inftru£led,indi€tr province ; nor can it be 
thought proper that the qualities by which fo -much, 
pain or pleafure may be given, fnould be left ta 
the direction of chance* 

I have 
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I have, -therefore, willingly given a place in my 
paper to a letter, which perhaps may not be wholly 
ufelefs to them whofe chief ambition is to pleafe, 
as it (hews how certainly* the end is miffed by abfurd 
and injudicious endeavours at diftin&ion. 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 
J AM a young gentleman at my own difpofal^ 

with a confiderable eftate; and having paffed* 
through the common forms of education, fpent 
feme time in foreign countries, and made myfelf 
diftinguiflied fince my return in the politeft com- 
pany, I am now arrived at that part of life inr 
whicK every man is expe&ed to fettle^ and provide 
for the continuation of his lineage. I withftood 
for Tome time the folicitations and remonftrances- 
of my aunts and uncles, but at laft was perfuadecr 
to viftt Anthea^ an heirefs, whofe land lies conti- 
guous to mine, and whofe birth and beauty are 
without obje&ion. Our friends declared that we 
were born for eactv other, all thofe on both fides 
who had no intereft m hindering our union, con- 
tributed to promote it, and were confpiring to 
burry us into matrimony, before we had an oppor- 
tunity of knowing one another. I was, however,, 
too old to be given away without my own con- 
fent, and having happened to pick up an opinion, 
which, to many of my relations feemed extremely 
odd, that a. man might be unhappy with a large 
eftate, determined to obtain a nearer knowledge- 
of the perfon with whom I was to pafs the re- 
mainder of my time. To protraft the courtfhip. 
was by no means difficult, for Anthea had a won- 
derful facility of evading queftions which I feldom 

repeated, 
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repeated, and of barring, approaches which I had 
no great eagernefs to prefs. 

Thus the time pafled away in vifits and ^civili- 
ties, without any ardent profeflions of love, or 
formal offers of fettlements. I often attended her . 

' to publick places, in which, as is weH known, all 
behaviour is fomuch regulated by cuftom, that very s 
little infight can be gained into the private character* 
and therefore I was not yet able to inform myfel£ 
of her humour and inclinations. 
N At' laft I ventured to propofe to her to make one 
of a fmall party, and fpend a day in viewing a feat 
and gardens a few miles diftant ; and having, 
upon her compliance, collected the reft of the 
company, I brought, at the hour, a coach which 
I had borrowed from an acquaintance, having de- 
layed to buy one myfelf, till I fliould have arw - 
opportunity of taking the lady's opinion for whofe 
ufe it was intended. Anthea came down, but as 
{he was going, to ftep into the coach, ftarted back 
with great appearance of terror, and told us mat 

* {he durft not enter, for the ihocking colour of the 
lining had fo much the air of the mourning-coach,, 
in which (he followed her aunt's funeral three 
years before, that me fliould never have her poor 
dear aunt out of her head. 

I knew that it, was not for lovers to argue with 
their miftrefies; I therefore lent back the coach,, 
and got another more gay. Into this we all en r 
tered, the coachman began to drive, and we. were 
amufing ourfelves with the expectation of what 
we fliould fee, when, upon a fmall inclination oi' 
the carriage, Anthea fcreamed out, that we were 
overthrown. We^ were obliged to fix all our 
attention upon her,' which {he took care to keep 
up by. renewing her outcries, at every corner 

where 



Digitized by 



Google 



N*34* : THE RAMBLER: so?- 

where we had occafion to turn: at intervals fee 
entertained us with, fretful complaints of the un~ 
eafinefe of the coach, and obliged me to call feve- 
ral times- on the coachman to take care and drive- 
without jolting. The poor fellow endeavoured 
to pleafe us, and therefore moved very flowly y . 
tjWJnthea found out that this pace would only 
keep us longer on the ftones, and defired tbftt I 
would order him to make more fpeed* He whip- 
ped ljis horfes, the coach jolted again, and dmbta* 
very complaiiantly told us how much {he repented* 
mat fee made one of our company. 

At laft we got into, the fraooth road,, arid began* 
to think our difficulties at an endf when, on a* 
fiidden, Antbea faw a brook before us, which fee 
could not venture to pais- We were,, therefore,* 
obliged to. alight, that we might walk over the 
bridge ; but when we came to it y we found it fo» 
narrow, feat Anthea durft not fet her- foot upon 
it, and was content, after long consultation, to- 
seall fee coach back, and wife innumerable pre- 
cautions, terrors,, and lamentations,, crofled the 
brook. 

It was neceflfary after this delay to amend our 
pace, and directions were accordingly given to fee 
coachman, when Antbea informed us, that it was 
common for the axle to catch fire wife a quick 
'motion, and begged of me to look out every mi- 
nute, left we mould all be confumed. I was forced 
to obey, and gave her from time to time the moft 
(blemn declarations that all was fafe, and feat I 
hoped we fhould reach fee place without lofing 
our lives either by fire or water. 

Thus we pafied on, over ways foft and hard, 
with more or wife lefs ipeedj but always with new 

uicilStudefr 
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viciffitudes of anxiety. If the ground was hard,* 
we were jolted, if foft, we were finking. If we 
wentfaft, we fhould be overturned,- if flowly, we 
fhould never - reach the* place. At a length (he faw • 
fbmething which {he called a cloud, and began to 
confider that at that time of the year it frequently* 
thundered. This feemed to be the capital terror, 
for after that the coach was fuffered to move on? 
and no danger was thought too dreadful' to be en- 
countered, provided (he could get into a houfe be-" 
fbre the thunder. 

Thus our whole conversation pafied in dangers,* 
and cares, and fears, and conizations, and (lories 
of ladies dragged in the mire, forced to fpend al^ 
the night on a heath r drowned in rivers, or-burnr 
with lightning ; and no fooner had a hairbreadth' 
efcape fet us free from one calamity, but we were 
threatened with another. 

• At length we reached the houfe where we in-* 
tended to regale ourfelves, and I propofed to An- 
tbea the choice of a great number of difhes, which* 
the place, being well provided for entertainment,' 
happened to afcrd. She made fome objection to» 
every /thing that was offered * r one thing: fhe hated 
ait that time of the year, another fhe could not 
bear fince fhe had feen it fpoiled at lady FeedwelFs 
table ; another {he was furc they could not drefs* 
at this houfe, and another fhe could not * touch 
without French fauoa. At laft (he fixed her mind? 
upon falmon, but there was no falmon in the.' 
houfe. It was however procured with great ex^ 
pedition, and when it came to the table fhe found 
that her fright had taken away her ftomach, which 
indeed fhe thought no great lofs, for fhe could 
never believe that any thing at an inn could be 
cleanly got. 

Dinner 
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Dinner was now over, and the company pro- 
pofcd, for 1 was now paft the condition of making, 
•vertures, that we fhould purfue our original de- 
fign of vifiting the gardens; Anthea declared that 
fhe could not imagine what pleafure we cxpe&ed 
from the fight of a few green trees and a little 
gravel, and two or~ three pits of clear water \ that 
for her part fhe hated walking till the cool of the 
evening, and thought it very likely to rain"; and 
again wiflied that £he had flaid at home. We then 
reconciled -ourfelves to our disappointment, and 
began to talk on common fubjedte, when Anthea 
told us, that fince we came to fee gardens, {hr 
would not hinder our fatisfa£tion. We all rofev 
and walked through the enclofiires for fome time^ 
with no other trouble than the neceflity of watch- 
ing left a frog fhould hop acrofs the way, which 
Anthea told us would certainly kill her, if fhefhoulcL 
happen to fee him. 

Frogs, as it fell out, there were none * % but when? 
we were within a furlong of the gardens, Anthea 
*few fome flieep, and heard the wether clink his bell,, 
which {he was certain was riot hung upon him for 
nothing, and therefore no aflurances nor intreaties 
fhould prevail upon her to go a ftep farther *. Ihe- 
was forry to difappoint the company* but her life- 
was dearer to her than ceremony. 

We came back to the inn,, and Anthea now dis- 
covered that there was no time to be loft in return* 
ing, for the night would come upon us, and a 
thoufand misfortunes might happen in the dark;. 
The horfes were immediately harnefled, and An- 
thea having wondered what could feduce her. to 
ftay fo long was eager to fet out. But we had 
now a new. fcene, of terrour, every man we faw 

was 
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was a robber, and we were ordered fome times to 
drive hard, left a traveller whom we faw behind 
fliould overtake us ; and fometimes to flop, left we 
fliould come up to him who was pafling before us.. 
She alarmed many an honeft man, by begging hint 
to fpare her life as he pafled by the coach, and drew 
me into fifteen quarrels with perfons who encreafed 
her fright, by kindly flopping to 7 enquire, whether 6 
they could aflift us. At laft we came home, and 
lhe told her company next day what a pleafant ride 
fhe had been taking. 

I fuppofe, SU", I need not enquire of you what 
deductions maybe made from this narrative, not ' 
what happinefs „can arife front the fociety of that 
woman who miftakes cowardice for elegance, and ~ 
imagines all delicacy to confift in retuftng to be 
pleafed. lam^Mc^ 

Numb. 35. Tuesday, July 17, 1750. 



»Noi frtmuka Juno* 



Von Hymenteus Mdefi, nou tilt Gratia /«£*» Ovid^ 

Without connubial JWs aid they wed j 

Nor Hymnnot the Gram bleft the bed* Elphinston* 

To the RAMBLER. k 
SIR, 

AS you have hitherto delayed the performance 
of the promife, by which you gave us reafon. 
to hope for another paper upon matrimony, I ima- 
gine you defirous of collecting more materials thau. 
your own experience, or obfervation, can fupply; 
and I (hall therefore lay candidly before you an 
account of my own entrance into the conjugaL 
ftatc 

I. was 
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I was about eight and twenty years old, when, 
having tried the diverfions of the town till I began, 
to be weary, and being awakened into attention 
to more ferious buiinefs, by the failure of an attor- 
ney to whom I had implicitly trufted the conduct 
of my fortune, I refolved to take my eftate into 
my own care, and methodife my whole life accord- 
ing to the ftri&eft rules of economical prudence. - 

In purfuance of this fcheme, I took leave of my 
acquaintance, who difinifled me with, numberlefs 
jefts upon my new fyftem ; having firft endeavoured* 
to divert me from a defign fo little worthy of a- 
man of. wit, by ridiculous accounts of the igno- 
rance- and rufticity into which many had funk iit 
their retirement, after having diftingui&ed them- 
felves in taverns and playhoufes, and given hopes 
of riling to uncommon eminence among the gay 
part of mankind. . 

, When I came firft into the country, which, by a 
neglect not uncommon among young heirs I had 
never feen fuice the death of my father, I found 
every thing in fuch confufian, that, being utterly 
without pra&ice in bufinefs, I had great difficulties 
to encounter in diientangUng. the perplexities of 
my circumftances ; they however gave way to 
diligent application, and I perceived that the ad- 
vantage of keeping my own accounts would very 
much overbalance the time which they could, 
require. 

I had now vifited my tenants, furveycd my land,, 
and repaired the old houfe, which r for fonae years,. 
had been running to decay. Thefe proofe of pecu- 
niary wiftfom began to recommend me, as a fober,. 
judicious, thriving gentleman, tQ all my grave* 
neighbours of the country, who never tailed to. 

celebrate; 
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celebrate my management in oppofition to Thrift- 
kfs and Latterwit, two fmart fellows, who had 
eftates in the fame part of the kingdom, which 
they vifited now ancLthen in a frolick, to take up 
their rents beforehand, debauch a milk-maid,, make 
a feaftfor the village, and tell ftories of their own 
intrigues, and then rode poft back to town to fpend 
their money. 

It was doubtful, however, forfome time, whe- 
ther I fhould be able to hold my resolution ; but 
a fhort perfeverance removed all fufpicions. I rofit 
•very day in reputation, by the decency of my 
converfation, and the regularity of my conduct 
and was mentioned with greatxegard at the affizes* 
as a man very fit to be- put in commiffion for the 



During the confufion of rrry affairs, and the 
daily neceffity of vifiting farms, adjuiting con* 
tra£ls v letting leafes, and. fuperintending repairs, 
Ijfounctvery little- vacuity irtmy Hfe, and there* 
fore had not many, thoughts of marriage ; but, in 
a little while, the tumult of buftnefs fubfided* 
and the exacl: method which I had eftaMifhed 
enabled me to difpatch my accounts with great 
facility. I had, therefore, now upon my hands* 
- the taflc of finding means to fpend my time^ with- 
eut falling- back into the- poor amufements which 
I had hitherto indulged, or changing them for the 
fports of the field, which I (aw* purfued with fo 
much eageraefs by the gentlemen of the country, 
that they were indeed the only, pleasures in which 
I could promife myfelf any. partaker. 

The inconvenience , of this fituation : naturally 
difpofed me to wifh for a companion, and the 
known value of my.eftate, with my reputation fas 

frugality^ 
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frugality and prudence, eafily gained me admif- 
4(ion into every family ; for I foon found that no 
enquiry was made after any other virtue, nor any 
teftimonial neceflary, but of my freedom from 
incumbrances, and my care of what they termed 
die main chance. I faw, not without indignation, 
the eagernefc with which the daughters, where- 
ever I came, were fet out to Chow ; nor could I 
confider them in a ftate much different from pro- 
ilitution, when I found them ordered to play 
their airs before me, and to exhibit by fome 
feerning chance, fpecimens of their mufick, their 
work, or their houfewifery. No fooner was I 
placed at table, than the young lady was called 
upon to pay me fome civility or other ; nor could 

-I find means of efcaping, from either father or 
mother, fome account of their -daughters excel- 
lencies, with a declaration that they were now 
leaving the world, and had no bufinefs on this 
fide the grave, but to fee their children happily 
jlifpoied of; that flie whom I had been peafed to 
compliment at table, was indeed the chief plea- 
fure of their age, fo good, fo dutiful, fo great a 

' relief to her mamma in the care of the houfe, 
and fo much her papa's favourite for her cheer- 
fulness and wit, that it would be with the laft 
reluctance that they fliould part; but to a worthy 
-gentleman in the neighbourhood, whom they might 
often vifit, they would not fo far confult their own 
gratification, as to refufe her ; and their tendernefs 
ihould be (hewn in her fortune, whenever a fuitable 
fettlement was propofed. 

As I knew thefe overtures not to proceed from 
any preference of me before another equally rich^ 
I could not but look with pity on young perfons 

condemned 
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^condemned to be fet to au&ion, and made cheap 
<4>y injudicious commendations ; for how could they 
Jcnow themfelves .offered and rejected a hundred 
times, without fome lofs of that foft elevation, and 
maiden dignity, fo neceflary to the completion of 
female excellence ? 

I (hall not trouble you with a hiftory of the 
ftratagems pra&ifed upon my judgment, or the 
allurements tried upcnv my heart, which, if you 
have, in any part of your life, been acquainted 
^with rural politicks, you will eafily conceive* 
Their arts have no great variety, they think no- 
ting worth their care but money, and fuppofing 
its influence the fame upon all the world, fcldom 
endeavour to deceive by any other means than talfe 
computations. , 

I will not deny that, by hearing myfelf loudly 
commended for my difcretion, I began to fet 
fome value upon my chara&er, and was unwil- 
ling to lofe my credit by marrying for loye. I 
therefore refolved to know the fortune of the lady 
whom I fhould addrefs, before I enquired after her - 
wit, delicacy, or beauty. 

This determination ied me to Mitifla, the daugh- 
ter of Chry fophilus, whofe perfon was at leaft with* 
out deformity, and whofe manners were free front 
reproach, as fhe had been bred up at a diftance 
from all common temptations. To Mitifla there- 
fore. I obtained leave from her parents to pay my 
court, and was referred by her again to her fa- 
ther, whofe direction fhe was refolved to follow* 
The queftion then was, only, what fhould be 
fettled. The old gentleman made an enormous 
demand, with which I refuted to comply.- Mi- 
tifla was ordered to exert, her power -> {he told 

me* 
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me, that if I could refufe her papa, I had no 
love for her; that £he was ah unt/appy creature, 
and that I was a perfidious man • then (he burft 
into tears, and fell into-nts. All this, as I was no 
pafiionate lover, had little effect. She next re- 
fjufed to fee me, andbecaufe I thought myfelf obliged 
to write in terms of diftrefs, they had once hopes 
. of ftarving me into meafures ; but finding me in- 
flexible, the father complied with my propofal, 
and told me he liked me the more for being fo good 
at a bargain. 

I was now married to Mitifla, and was to ex- 
perience the happinefs of a match macje without 
paflion. Mitifla foon difcovered, that fhe was 
equally prudent with myfelf, and had taken a 
hufband only to be "at her own command, and to 
.have a chariot at her own call. She brought with 
Jier an old maid recommended by her mother, 
who taught her all the arts of domeftiek manage- 
ment, and was, on every occafion,. her chief 
agent and dire&refs. They foon invented one 
xeafori or other,' to quarrel with all my fervants, 
and either prevailed on me to turn them away^ 
or treated them fo ill, that they left me of them- 
felves, and always fupplied their places with fome 
brought from my wife's relations. Thus they 
.eftablifhed a family, over which I had no autho- 
rity, and which was in a perpetual confpiracy 
,againft me ; for Mitifla confidered herfelf as hav- 
ing a feparate intereft, and thought nothing her 
.own, but what fhe laid up without my know- 
ledge. For this reafon fhe brought me falfe ac- 
counts of the expences of the houfe, joined with 
my tenants in complaints of hard times, and by 
means of a iteward of her own, took rewards 
8 for 



Digitized by 



— - 



si6 THE RAMBLER. N 6 3 > 

for foliciting abatements of the rent. Her great 
hope is to outlive me ? that flie may enjoy what flie 
has thus accumulated, and therefore flie is always 
contriving fome improvements of her jointure 
land, and once tried to procure an injunction to 
hinder me from felling timber upon it for repairs. 
Her father and mother affift her in her projects, and 
are frequently hinting that flie is ill ufed, and re- 
proaching me with the prefents that other ladies re- 
ceive from their hufbands* 

Such, Sir, was my fituation for feven years, till 
at laft my patience was exhaufted, and having one 
day invited her father to my houfe, I laid the ftate 
of my affairs before him, detected my wife in fe- 
veral of her frauds, turned out her fteward, charged 
a conftable with her maid, took my bufinefs in my 
own hands, reduced her to a fettled allowance, and 
now write this account to warn others againft mar- 
rying thofe whom they nave no reafon to efleeta. 

I. ami &V„ 
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Numb. 36. Saturday, July 21, 1750. 

Apt, iwowo ro^oje? 

Tegttof*£poi Wf (y|u Jo*of f «n t^owij^w* HOMER. 

- —Piping on their reeds, the fiiepherds go, 
Nor fear an arabufh, nor fufpeft a foe. Pope* 

THERE is fcarcely any fpecies of poetry 
that has allured more readers, or excited 
more writers,- than the paftoral. It is generally 
pleafing, becaufe it entertains the mind with re- 
prefentations of fcenes femiliar to almoft every ima- 
gination, and of which all cap equally judge whe- 
ther they are well defcribed. It exhibits a life, to 
which we have been always accuftomed to aflbciate 
peace, and leifure, and innocence : and therefore 
we readily fet open the heart, for the admiffion of 
its images, which contribute to drive away cares 
arid perturbations, and fuffer ourfdves, without 
refiftance, tp be tranfported to elyfian regions, 
where we are to meet with nothing but joy, 
- and plenty, and contentment*; where every gale 
. whilpers pleafure, and every made promifes 
repofe. 

It has been maintained by fome, who love to talk 
of what they do not know, that paftoral is the moft 
ancient poetry ; and indeed, fince it is probable that 
pOe{ry is nearly of the fame antiquity with rational 
mature, and fince the life of the firft men was cer- 
tainly rural, we may reafonably conjecture, that, 
as their ideas would neceflarily be borrowed from 
thofe objects with which they were acquainted, 
their compofures, being filled chiefly with fuch 
thoughts on the vifible creation as muft occur to 
Vol. L L ths 
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thc firft obfcrvers, were paftoral hymns^ like thofe 
which Milton introduces, the. origin^ pair fing- 
ing, in the day of innocence, to the praife of their 
Maker. . 

For the feme reafon that paftoral poetry was the 
firft employment of the human imagination, it- is 
generally the firft literary amufcment of our minds. 
We have feen* fields, arid meadows, and groves, 
from the time that our eyes opened upon life.; and k 
arp pleated with birds, and brooks, and breezes, 
mach earlier than we engage among the aftions and 
paffionsof mankind. We are therefore delighted" 
. with rural pictures, becaufe we know the original 
at an age when our curiofity can be very little 
awakened, by defcriptions of courts which we 
never beheld, or repreferttations of paflion whith we 
.never felt. 

The fatisfa£Kon received from this kind of writ- 
ing not only begins early, but lafts long j we do 
not, as we advance into the intellectual world, 
throw it away among other childifh amufements 
* arid paftimes, but willingly return to it in any 
hour of indolence and^ relaxation. Thje images of 
true paftoral have always the power of exciting de- 
' light, becaufe the works of nature, from which 
thqy are drawn, have always the fame order and 
beauty, and continue to force themfelves upon our 
thoughts, beings at once obvious to the moft care- 
less regard, and more than adequate to - the 
ftrongeft reafon, and fevereft contemplation. Our 
inclination to ftillnefs and tranquillity is feldom 
much leffened by long knowledge of the bufy and 
tumultuary part of the world. In childhood we 
turn our thoughts to the country, as to the re- 
gion of pleafyre ; we recur to it in old age as a port 
' - of 
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of reff, and perhaps with that fecondary and ad*' 
ventitious gladnefs, which every man feels • on 
reviewing thofe places, or reeolle&ing thofe occur- 
rences, that contributed to' his youthful enjoyments, 
and bring him back to the prime of life, when the 
world was gay with the bloom of novelty^ when 
mirth wantoned at his fide, and hope fparkled be- 
fore him. l 

The fenfe of thid univerfal pleafure has* invited 
numbers without number to try their fkill in paftoral 
performances, in which they have generally fuc- 
ceeded after the manner of other imitators, trans- 
mitting the fame images in the feme combination 
from one to another, till he that reads the title 
of a poem, may giiefs at the whole feries of tHc 
compofition ; ner will a man, after the perufel 
of thoufands of thefe performances, find his know- 
ledge enlarged with a Angle view of nature not 
produced before, or his imagination amuied with 
any new application of thofe views to moral 
purpofes. 

The range of paftoral is indeed narrow, for 
though nature itfelf, phitefophically confidered, be 
inexhauftible, yet its general effe&s on the eye 
and on the ear are uniform, and incapable of 
much variety of defcription. Poetry eannot dwell 
upon the minuter diftindions, by which one fpe- 
cies differs from another, without departing from 
that fimplicity of grandeur which fills tije imagi- 
nation ; nor dined the latent qualities of things, 
without lofing its general power of gratifying 
every mind by recalling its conceptions. How- 
ever, as each age makes fome difeoveries, and 
thofe difeoveries are by degrees generally known, 
as new plants or modes of culture are introduced, 
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and by little and little become common, paftoral 
might receive, from time to time, (mail augmenta- 
tions, and exhibit once in a century a fcene fome- 
what varied. 

£ut paftoral fubje&s have been often, like others, 
taken into the hands of thofe that were not qualified 
to adorn them, men to whom the face of nature 
was fo little known, that they have drawn it only 
after their own imagination, and changed or dif- 
torted her features, that their portraits might appear 
fomething more than fervile copies from their 
predeceflbrs. 

Not only the images of rural life, but the occa- 
fions on which they can be properly produced, are 
few and general. The ftate of a man confined to 
the employments and pleafures of the country, is fo 
little diveriified, and expofed to fo few of thofe ac- 
cidents which produce perplexities, terrors, and 
furprifes, in more complicated tranfa&ions, that 
he can be fhewn but feldom in fuch circumftances 
as attraft curiofity. His ambition is without policy,, 
and his love without intrigue. He has no complaints 
to make of his rival, but that he is k richer than him- " 
felf ; nor any difafters to lament, but a cruel miftrefe, 
or a bad harveft. 

The convi&ion of the neceflity of fome new 
fource of pleafure induced Sannazarius to remove 
the fcene from the fields to the fea, to fubftitute 
fifhermen for {hepherds, and derive his fenti- 
ments from the pifcatory- life ; for which he has 
been cenfured by fucceedmg criticks, becaufe the 
fea is an objeft of terror, and by no means proper 
to amufe the mind and lay the paflions afleep. 
Againft this objection he might be defended by 
the eftabliflhed maxim, that die poet has a right 

to 
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to feleft his images, and is no more obliged to 
(hew the Tea in a ftorrrr, tlian the land under ah 
inundation ; but may difplay all the pleafures, and 
conceal the dangers of the water, as he may lay 
his fhepherd under a (hady beech, without giving 
him an ague, or letting a wild beaft loofe upon 
him. 

There are, however, two defers in the pifcatory 
eclogue, which perhaps cannot be fupplied. The 
fea, though m hot countries it is confidered by 
thofe who live, like Sanna%arius y upon the coaft, 
as a place of pleafure and diverfion^ has notwith- 
standing much lefe variety than the land, and there- 
fore will be fooner exhaufted by a defcriptive wri- 
ter. When he has once fhewn die fun rifmg or 
fetting upon it, curled its waters with the vernal 
breeze, rolled the waves in gentle fucceffion to . the 
fhore, and enumerated the fifh fporting in the (hal- 
lows* he has nothing remaining but what is com- 
mon to all other poetry, the complaint of a 
nymph for a drowned lover, or the" indignation of 
a fiftier that his oyfters are refufed, and Mycon*s. 
accepted. 

Another obftacle to the general reception of this 
kind of poetry, is the ignorance of maritime plea- 
fures, in which the greater part of mankind muft 
always live* To all the inland inhabitants of every 
region, the fca is only known as an immenfe diffu- 
fion of waters, over which men. pals from one coun- 
try to another, and in which life is frequendy loft* 
They have, dierefore,. no opportunity of tracing 
in their own thoughts, the defcriptions of winding 
fliores, and calm bays, nor can look on the poem 
in which they are mentioned, with other feniation> 
L 3 than 
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, than, on, a Jea chart, or the metrical geography pf 
jpionyfijis. 

This defe& Sannazarlus was hindered from per- 
ceivir^g, by writing in a learned language to read- 
ers generally acquainted with die works of nature ; - 
but if he had made his attempt in any vulgar, 
tongue, he would foon have difcovered how vainly 
lie had endeavoured to make that loved, which was 
apt underftood. 

I am afraid it will not be found eafy to improii§e 
the paftorals of antiquity, by any great additions qr 
diverfifications. Our defcriptioxis may indeed differ 
frcfm thofe of Virgil, as an Englifji from an Italian 
fummer, and, in fome refpe&s, as modern from 
ancient life; but as nature is in both countries 
nearly the &me, and as poetry has to <k> rathe,* 
with the paffions of men, which are uniform, 
than , their cuftoms, which are changeable, the 
varieties, which time or place can furriifh, will 
be inconfiderable : and I (hall endeavour to (hew, 
in the next paper, how little the latter ages have 
contributed to the improvement of the ruftick 
mule. 
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NtfMB. 37. Tuesday, July 24, 1750. 

Canto qua foKtusy fi quofido trmtnta votabat, 

Awfhion Dtrcaut. , VtRG* 

Such drains I fmg as once Amfhien play'd. 
When lift'ning flocks the powerful call obeyM, 

Elfhinston\ 

IN writing or judging of paftoral poetry, neither - 
Ae authors nor criticks of latter times feem to 
have paid fufficient regard to the original's left us by 
antiquity, but have entangled themfelves with un- 
necefTary difficulties, by advancing principles, 
which, having no foundation in the nature of 
things, are wholly to be 'rejefted from a fpecies of 
compofition, in which, above all others, mere na- 
ture is to be regarded. 

It is therefore necenary to enquire after forrie 
more diftinft and exaft idea of tfiis kind of writ- 
ing. This may, I think, be eafily found in the 
paftorals of Virgil, from "whofe opinion it will not 
appear very (afe to depart, if we confider that 
every advantage of nature, and of fortune, con- 

- curred to complete his productions 4 that he was 
born with great accuracy 2nd fevcrity '6f judg- 
ment, enlightefnefi tfith all the learning of one of 
the brighteft ages, and 'ertlbellifhed With the ele- 

1 gance of the Roman cburt ; that he employed his 
powers rather in improving, than inventing, and 
therefore muft have endeavoured to recompenfe the 
Hvarit pf novelty by exa&riefs ; that taking Theo- 
critus for his original, he found paftoral far ad- 
vanced tovfards perfe£tk>n,'and that having fo .great 
a rival, lie muft have proceeded with uncommon 
caution. ' 

L4 If 
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If we fearch the writings of Virgil, for the true 
definition of a paftoral, it will be found a poem in 
which any aftion orpajfton is reprefented by its effefts 
upon a country life. Whatfoever therefore may, ac- 
cording to the common courfe of things, happen 
in the country, may afford a fubjeft for a paftoral 
poet. 

In this definition, it will immediately occur to 
thofe who are verfed in the .writings of the modern 
criticks, that there is no mention of the golden 
age. I cannot indeed eafily difcover why it is 
. thought neceffary to refer defcriptions of a rural 
ftate to remote times, nor can I perceive that any 
writer has confidently preferved the Arcadian man- 
ners and fentiments. The only reafon, that I have 
read, on which this rule has been founded, is, that, 
according to the cuftoms of modern life, it is im- 
probable that (hepherds fhould be capable of har- 
monious numbers, or delicate fentiments ; and 
therefore the reader muft exalt his ideas of the 
paftoral chara&er, by carrying his thoughts back 
to the age in which the care of herds and flocks 
was the employment of the wifeft and greateft 
men. 

Thefe ttafoners feem to have been led into their 
hypothec's, by confidering paftoral, not in general, 
as a reprefentation of rural nature, and confe- 
quently as ' exhibiting the ideas and fentiments of 
thofe, whoever they are, to whom the country 
affords pleafure or employment, but fimply as ;a 
.dialogue, or narrative of men actually tending 
fheep, and bufied in the loweft and moft laborious 
offices ; from whence they very readily concluded, 
fince characters muft neceffarily be preferved, that 
cither the fentiments muft fink to the level of the 
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fpeakers, or the fpeakers muft be railed to the 
height of the fentknents. 

In confluence of thefe original errors, a thou- 
fend precepts have been given, which have only 
contributed to perplex and confound. Some have 
thought it neceflary that the imaginary. manners 
of the golden age fhould be univerfally preferved, 
and have therefore believed, that nothing more 
could be admitted In paftoral, than lilies and rofes, . 
and rocks and ftreams, among which are heard the 
gentle whifpers of chafte fondnefs, or the fofi; com- 
plaints of amorous impatience. In paftoral, as in 
other writings, chaftity of fentiment ought doubdefs 
to be obferved, and purity of manners to be repre- 
fented ; not becaufe the poet is confined to the 
images of the golden age, but becaufe r having the 
fubjedt in his own choice, he ought always to con- 
fult the intereft of virtue. 

Thefe advocates for the golden age lay dowtt 
other principles, not very confiftent with their ge- 
neral plan; for they tell us, that, to Tupport the 
chara&er of the fhepherd, it is proper that all re- 
finement fhould be avoided, and that fome flight in- 
ftances of ignorance fhould be interfperfed. Thus 
the fhepherd in Virgil is fuppofed to have forgot 
the name of Anaximander, and in Pope the term 
Zodiack is too hard for a ruftick apprehenfion* 
But if we place our fhepherds in their primitive 
condition, we may give them learning among their 
other qualifications > and if we fiiffer them to al- 
lude at all to things of lat.ter exiitence, which, per-, 
haps, cannpt with any great propriety be allowed,, 
there can be no danger of making them fpeak with - 
too much accuracy, fince they converted with divi- 
L s nities, 
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juries, and Jxanfinitted to fixcceeding ages the arts 
©f-life. 

Other writers, having the mean and despicable 
condition of a fliepherd always before them,concei ve 
it neceflary to degrade the language of paftoral, by 
obfolete terms and ruftick words, which they very 
learnedly call Dorick, without reflecting, that they 
} thus became authors of a mangled dialed, which 
no human being ever could have fpoken, that they 
may as well refine the fpeech as the fentiments of 
their perfonage, and that none of the inconfiftencie$ 
which they endeavour to avoid, is greater than that 
of joining elegance of thought witlj coarfenefs of 
di&ion. Spenfer begins one of his paftorals with 
ftudied barbarity ; 

Diggon Davie, / hid her good-day : 
Or, DiggQi) her is> or 1 miffay. 
Dig. Her was her while it was day-light^ 
$ut now her is a mofl wretched wight. 

What will the reader imagine to be the fubje& on 
which fpeakers like thefe exercife their eloquence ? 
'Will he not be fomewhat difappointed, when he' 
finds them met together to condemn the corruptions 
of the church of Rome? Surely, at the fame time 
that a (hepherd learns theology, he -may gain fome 
acquaintance with his native language. 

Paftoral admits of all ranks of perfons, became 
perfons of all ranks inhabit the country. It ex- 
dudes not, therefore, on account of the characters 
neceflary to be introduced, any elevation or deli- 
cacy of fentiment ; thofe ideas only are improper, 
which; not owing their original to rural objects, 

are 



Digitized by 



Googk 



N°37- THE RAMBLER. 227 

are not paftoral. Such is the exclamation in 
Virgil, 

Nunc /da quid. fit Amwr % .iuris in untibnx ilhm 

Ifmarus, out RhoJofe, aut txtremi Garamantt*, 

Nee generis nofiri pucrur* } net fangninu, eJunt. 

I know thee, Love, in defarts thou wert bred. 

And at the dugs of favage tygers fed $ 

Alien of birth, ufurper of the plains* DRYDENW- 

which Pope endeavouring to copy, was carried to 
ftill greater impropriety : 

/ know thety Love, wild as the raging main, 
More- fierce than tygeYs on the Libyan plain ; 
Thou wert from Mtna y s burning entrails torn ; " 
Begot in Umpefts, qnd in thunders born! 

Sentiments like thefe, as they have no ground irk* 
nature, are indeed of little value in any poem; but 
m Paftoral they are particularly liable tocenfure r 
becaufe it wants that exaltation above common life,, 
which in tr^gickorheroick writings often- reconciles 
us to bold flights and daring, figures. 

Paftoral being the representation of an aclion or 
paJfion y by its effects upon a country life, has nothing- 
peculiar but its confinement to rural imagery, with- 
out which it ceafes to be paftorgl* This is its true* 
charafieriftick, and thU it cannot lofe by any dig- 
nity of fentimentr, or beauty of di&ion. The Pollic* 
of Virgil, with all its elevation, is a- compofition 
truly bucolick, though rejected by the criticksi 
for all the images are either taken from the country,. 
, or from the religion of the age common to aH parts 
of the empire. 

The Silenufc is indeed of a mon? difputabte 

kind, becaufe though the fcene lies in the country,*. 

L 6 the 
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the fong being religious and hiftorical, hs^d been 
no lefc adapted to any other audience or place* 
Neither can it well be defended as a fi&ion, for' the 
introduction of a god feems to imply the golden 
age, and yet he alludes to many fubfequent trans- 
actions, and mentions Gallus the poet's contem- 
porary. 

It feems neceflary to the perfe&ion of this 
poem, that the occafion which is fuppofed to pro- 
duce it, be at leaft not inconfiftent with a country 
life, or lefs likely to intereft thofe who have retired 
into places of foiitude and quiet, than the more 
bufy part of mankind. It is therefore improper ta 
give the title of a paftoral to verfes, in which die 
fpeakers, -after the flight mention of their flocks, 
fell to complaints of errors in the church, and cor- 
ruptions in the government, or to lamentations of 
the death of fome illuftrious perfon, whom, when r 
once the poet has called a fliepherd, he has no 
longer any labour upon his hands, but' can make 
the clouds weep, and lilies wither, and the flieep 
hang their heads, without art or learning, genius . 
or ftudy. 

Jt is part of Claudian's charfc&er of his ruftick % 
that he computes his time not by the fiicceffion of 
confuls, but of harvefts. Thofe who pafc their 
days in retreats diflant from the theatres of bufi- 
nefs, are always leaft likely to hurry their imagina- 
< tion With, publick affairs. . 

The facility of treating a&ions or events in the 
paftoral ftyle, has incited many writers, from whom 
more judgment might have been expe&ed, to put 
die forrow or the joy which the-occafion required 
into the mouth of Daphne or of Thyrfis, and as 
one abfurdity dwift n#u*ally be e*pefted to make 
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way for another, they have written with an utter 
difregard both of life and nature, and filled their 
productions with mythological allufions, with in-* 
credible fictions, and with fentiments which neither 
paffion nor reafon could have dictated, fince the 
change which religion has made in the whole fyftem 
of the world. 

Numb. 38V Saturday, July 28> 1750* 

Auream quifquit nediocritatem 
Diligity tutus caret objo&i 
Serdibus tecli, caret vmndtniei 

Sobriui aula. Holt* 

The man within the golden mean, 
Who can his boldelt wifh contain, 
Securely views the rutn'd cell, 
Where fordid want and forrow dwell j 
And in himfelf ferenely great, 
Decline* an enried room of ftate. Francis^ 

AMONG many parallels which men of ima- 
gination have drawn between the natural 
and moral ftate of the world, it has been obferved 
that happinefs, as well as virtue, confifts in medio- 
crity ; that? to avoid every extreme is neceflary, 
even to him who has no Other care than to pafe 
through the prefent ftate with eafe and fafety ; and 
that the middle path is the road of fecurity, on 
either fide of which are not only the pitfals of vice, 
but the precipices of ruin. 

' Thus the maxim of" Cleobulus the Lindian, 
/xlrpoif aptrov. Mediocrity is beft^ has been long con- 
fidered as an univerfal principle, extended through 
the whole compafe of life and nature. The expe- 
rience 
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Hence of every age feems to have given it new con- 
firmation, and to (hew that nothing, however fpe- 
cious or alluring, is purfiied with propriety, or en- ' 
joyed with fefety, beyond certain limits. 

Even the gifts of nature, which may truly be 
confidered as the mbft folid and durable of all ter- 
reftrial advantages, are found, when they exceed 
the middle point, to draw the pofleflbr into many 
calamities, eafily avoided by others that have been 
lefs bountifully enriched or adorned. * .We fee every 
day women perifli with infamy, by having been 
too willing to fet their beauty to fhew, and others, 
though not with equal guilt or mifery, yet with 
very (harp remorfe, languiihing in decay, negleft, 
and obfcurity, for having rated their youthful 
charms at too high a price. And, indeed, if the 
opinion of Bacon be thought to deferve much re- 
gard, very few fighs would be vented for eminent 
and fuperlative elegance of form j a for beautiful 
** women*" fays he, u are feldom of any great ac-' 
u complifliments, becaufe they, for the moft part* 
M ftudy behaviour rather than virtue." 
. Health and vigour, and a happy conftitution of 
the corporeal frame* are of abfolute neceffity to the 
enjoyment of the comforts, and to the perform- 
ance of the duties of life, and requifite in yet a 
greater meafure to the accomplishment of any 
tiling illuftrious or diftinguifhed ; yet even thefe, 
if we can judge by their apparent confequences,' 
are fometimes not very beneficial to thofe on. 
whom they are moft liberally beftowed. They 
that frequent the chambers of the fick, will gene- 
rally find the fharpeft pains,- and moft ftubborn 
maladies* among them whom confidence of the 
force of nature-formerly betrayed to negligence and 

irregularity j 

\ 
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irregularity \ and that fuperfluity of ftrength, which 
was at once their boaft and their fnare, has often, in 
the latter part of life, no other efljaft than that it 
continues them long in impotence anfl anguifh. 

Thefe gifts of nature are, however, always blefll 
ings in themfelves, and to be acknowledged with 
gratitude to htm that gives them ; fince they are, 
in their regular and legitimate effe£te, productive 
of happinefs, and prove pernicious only by volun- 
tary corruption, or idle negligence. And as there 
is little danger of purfuing them with too much 
ardour or anxiety, becaufe no flcill or diligence can 
liope to procure them, the uncertainty of their in- 
fluence upon our lives is mentioned, not to depre- 
ciate their real value, but to reprefs the difcon^ent 
2nd envy to which the waat of them often gives oc- 
cafion in thofe who do not enough fufpect their own 
frailty, nor cenfider how much lefs is the calamity 
of not pofleffing great powers, than of not ufing them 
aright. 

Of all thofe things that make us fuperior to 
ethers, there is none fo much within the reach of 
our endeavours as riches, nor any thing more 
eagerly or conftantly defired. Poverty is an evil 
always in our view,~an evil complicated with fo 
many circumftances of uneafinefs and vexation, 
that every man is ftudious to avoid it. Some de- 
gree of riches is therefore required, that we may 
be exempt from the gripe of neceffity ; when this 
purpofe is onee attained, we naturally wifli for 
more, that the evil which is regarded with fo much 
horror^ may be yet at a greater diftance from us • 
as he that has once felt- or dreaded the paw of afa- 
vage, will not be at reft till they are parted by forhe 
barrier, whicti may take- away all poffibflby of a* 
fecund attack. 

To 
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To this point, if fear be not unreasonably in- 
dulged, Cleobulus would, perhaps, not refufe to 
extend his mediocrity. But it almoft always hap- 
pens, tliat the man who grows rich, changes his 
notions of poverty, ftates his wants by fome. new 
meafure, and from flying the enemy that purfued 
him, bends his endeavours to overtake thofe 
whom he lees before him. The power of gratify- 
ing his appetites encreafes their demands; a thou- 
fand wifhes crowd in upon him, importunate to be 
fatisfied, and vanity and ambition open profpe£t$ 
to defire, which ftill grow wider, as they are more 
contemplated. 

Thus in time want is enlarged without bounds ; 
an eagernefs for increafe of pofleffions deluges the 
foul, and we fink into the gulphs of infatiability, 
only becaufe we do not fufliciently confider, that * 
all real need is very foon fupplied, and all real dan- 
ger of its invafion eafily precluded 5 that the claims 
of vanity, being without limits, muft bejdenied at 
laft; and that the pain of repreflirig them is lefs 
pungent before they have been long accuftomed to 
compliance. - 

Whofoever (hall look needfully upon thofe who* 
are eminent for their riches, will not think their 
condition fuch as that he ihould hazard his quiet* 
and much lefs his virtue, to obtain it. For all that 
great wealth generally gives above a moderate for- 
tune, is more room for the freaks of caprice, and* 
more privilege for ignorance and vice, a quicker, 
fucceflion of flatteries* and a larger circle of volup-. 
tuoufnefs. .. 

There is one reaibn felddm remarked which, 
makes riches lefe defirable. Too much wealth is 
very frequently the occafion of poverty. He whom. 
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the wantonnefs of abundance has once foftened, 
eafily finks into neglecSl of his affairs ; and he that 
thinks he can afford-to be negligent, is not far from 
being poor. He will foon be involved in per- 
plexities, which his inexperience will render unfur- 

, mountable ; he will fly for help to thofe whofe in- 
tereft it is that he fhould be more diftreiled, and will 
be at laft torn to pieces by the vultures that always 
hover over fortunes in decay. 

When the plains of India were burnt up by- a 
long continuance of drought, Hamet and Rafchid, 
two neighbouring fhepherds, faint with thirfo 
flood at the common boundary of their grounds* 
with their ilocks and herds panting round them,, 
and in extremity of diftrefs prayed for water. On 
a fudden the air was becalmed, the birds ceafed to 
chirp, and the flocks to bleat. They turned their 
eyes every way, and faw a being of mighty flature 
advancing through the valley, whom they-knew 

. upon his nearer approach to be the Genius of xHf- 
tribution. In one hand he held the fheaves of 

' plenty, and in the other the fabre "of deflru&ion. . 
The (hepherds flood trembling, and would have 

'retired before him; but he called to them with a 
voice gentle as the breeze that plays in the evening 
among the fpices of Sabaea ; u Fly not from your 
44 benefactor, children of the duft ! I am come 
" to offer you gifts, which only your own folly 
44 can make vain. You here pray for water, and 
44 water I will beflow ; let me know with how much 
44 you will be fatisfied : fpeak not rafhly ; confider, 
44 that of whatever can be enjoyed by the body, 
* 4 excefs is no lefs dangerous than fcarcity. When 
" you remember the pain of thirft, do not forget 
44 the danger of fuffocation. Now, Hamet, tell me 
" yourreciuefl." 

" O Being, 

' ogle 



i 3 4 THE RAMBLER. \ N° 3 S, 

'** O Being, kind and beneficent," fey is Hamet, 
** let thine eye pardon my confufion. I entreat a 
<c little brook, which in fummer (hall never be dry, 
u and in winter never overflow." "It is granted." 
replies the Genius ; and immediately he opened the 
ground with his fabre, and a fountain bubbling up 
under their feet fcattered its rills over the meadows j 
the flowers renewed their fragance, the trees fpread 
a greener foliage, and the flocks rind herds quenched 
their thirft. 

Then-turning to Rafchid, the Genius invited him 
likewife to ofFer his petition. " I requeft," fays 
Rafchid, " that thou wilt turn the Ganges through 
" my grounds, with all his waters, and *11 their in- 
*' habitants." Hamet was ftruck with the greatnefe, 
of his neighbour's fehtiments, and fecretly repined 
in his heart, that he had not made the fame petition 
before'him ; when the Genius fpoke, " Rafh'man, 
€< be not infatiable \ remember, to thee that is no- 
** thing which thou canft not ufe ; and how are thy 
u wants greaterthan the wants of Hamet ?" Rafchid 
repeated his defire, and pleafed himfelf with the mean 
appearance that Hamet would make in the prefence 
of the proprietor of the Ganges. The Genius 
•then retired towards the river, and the two fliep- 
• herds ftood waiting the event. As Rafchid was 
looking with contempt upon his neighbour, on 4 a 
fudden was heard the roar of torrents, "and the.y 
found by the mighty ftream that the mounds of tlje 
Ganges were broken. The flood rolled forward 
into the lands of Rafchid, his plantations were toi;n 
up, his flocks overwhelmed, he was fwept away be- 
fore it, and a crocodile devoured him. - 
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Numb. 39. Tue§i>ay, July 31, 17 50. 

Jnfifi x wulli hwe.nupta marite. ' AUSONIUS* 

Unbleft, ■ (till doonf d to wed with miferv. 

THE condition of the female ilex has been fre- 
quently the fubjecl: of corapaffion to medical 
writers, becaufe their conftitution of body is fuch, 
that every ftate of life brings, it&jteculiar difeafes: 
they are placed according to the. proverb between < 
Scylla'and Charybdis,' with no other choice than • 
of dangers equally formidable ; and whether they 
.embrace marriage, or determine upon a fingle life, 
are expofed, inconsequence of their choice, to lick- 
nefs, mifery, and death. 

It were to be ^wifhed that fo great a degree of 
.natural infelicity might not be increased by ad- 
ventitious and artificial miferies; and that beings 
whole* beauty we cannot behold without admira- 
ition, and whofe delicacy we cannot contemplate 
.without itendernefs, might be fuffered to enjoy 
•every alleviation of their forrows. But, however 
; it has happened,' the cuftom of the world feems to 
•have been formed in a kind of cohfpiracy againft * 
them, though it does not appear but they had 
themfelves an equal fhare in its eftablifhment; / 
and prefcriptions which, by whomsoever they were 
begun, are now of long continuance, and by con»- 
fequence of great authority, feem to have almoft 
excluded them from content, in whatfdever con* 
dition they fhall pafs their lives. 

If -they refute die fociety <©f men, and continue 
in that (rate which is reafonably iuppofed to place 
happiness moft in their own .power, they jeldora 
five jhofe that frequent their converlatiqn, any 

exalted 
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exalted notions of the Jdeffing of liberty ; for 
whether it be that they are angry to fee with what 
inconftderate eagernefe other heedlefs females ru(h 
into flavery, or with what abfurd vanity the mar- 
ried ladies boaft the change of their condition, 
and condemn the heroines who endeavour to aflert 
the natural dignity of their fex; whether they are 

Vconfcious that like barren countries they are free, 
only becaufe they were never thought to deferve 
the trouble of a conqueft, or imagine that their 
fmcerity is not always unfufpe&ed, when they 
.declare their contempt of men ; it isr certain* that 
they generally appear to have fome great and in- 
ceflant caufe of uneafinefs, and that many of them 
have at laft been perfuaded, by powerful rhetori- 
cians, to try the life which they had'fo long con- 
temned, and put on the bridal ornaments at a time 
when they leaft became, them* > 

What are the real caufes of the impatience 
which the ladies difcover in a virgin ftate, I foafl , 

"perhaps take fome other occafion to examine. 
That it is not to be envied for its happinefe, ap*- 
pears from the folicitude with which it is avoided ; 
from the opinion univerfally prevalent among the 
fex, that no woman .continues long in it. but 
becaufe (he is not invited to forfake it ? from the 

* difpofition always {hewn to treat old maids as the 
refufe of the world; and from the wiilingnefs with 
which it is often quitted at laft, by thofe whofe ex- . 
perience has enabled them to judge at leifure, and 
decide with authority* 

Yet fiichis life, that whatever is propofed, ii is - 

. much eafier to find reafons for reje&ing than em- 
bracing. Marriage, though a certain fecurity from 
the reproach and folitudc of antiquated virginity, 

ha&. 
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has yet, as it is ufually conduced, many difadvan- 
tages, that take away much from the pleafure. which 
fociety promifes, and might aftbrd, if pleafures and 
pains were honeftly (hared, and mutual confidence 
inviolably preferved. 

The miferies, indeed, which many ladies fuffcr 
under conjugal vexations, are to be confidered with 
great pity, becaufe their hufbands are often not 
taken by them as objects of affection, but forced 
upon them by authority and violence, or by per- 
fuafion and importunity, equally refiftlefs when 
urged by thofe whom they have been always accuf- 
tomed to reverence and obey ; and it very (eldom 
appears, that thofe who are thus defpotick in the 
difpofal of their children, pay any regard to their 
domeftick and perfonal felicity, or think it fo much 
to be enquired whether they will be happy, as whe- 
ther they will be rich. 

It may be urged, in extenuation of this crime, 
which parents, not in any other refpeft to be num- 
bered with robbers and aflaflins, frequently com- 
mit, that, in their eftimation, riches and happinefs . 
are equivalent terms. They have palled their lives 
with no other wifh than that of adding acre to. acre, 
and filling one bag after another, and imagine the 
advantage of a daughter fufficiently confidered, wheu 
they have fecured her a large jointure, and given her 
reasonable expectations of living in the midft of thofe 
pleafures, with which (lie liad ken her father and 
mother folacing their age. 

There is an oeconomical oracle received among 
the* prudential part of the world, which advifes 
fathers to marry their daughters left they Jhould marry 
them/elves j by which I fuppofe it is implied, that 
women left to their own conduit, generally unite 

themfelvea 
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themfelvcs with fuch partners as can contribute 
very little to their felicity. Who was the author 
of this majqm, or with what intention it was ori- 
ginally uttered, I have not yet difcovered ; but ima- 
gine that however folemnly it may be transmitted, 
or however implicitly received, it can confer no 
authority which nature has denied, it cannot li- 
cenfe Titius to be unjuft, left Caia fhould be impru- 

* dent ; nor give right to imprifon for life,, left liberty 
ihould be ill employed. 

That the ladies have fometimes incurred impu- 
tations which might naturally produce edicts not 
much in their favour, muft be confefled by their 
warmeft advocates 5 and I have indeed feldom 
obferved, than when the tendernefs or virtue of 
their parents has preferved them from forced mar- 
triage, and left them at large to chufe their own 
path in the labyrinth of life, they have made any 

* great advantage of their liberty : They commonly 

* take the opportunity of independence to trifle away 
youth and lofe their bloom in a hurry of diversions, 
recurring in a fucceflion too quick to leave room 
for any fettled reflection - y they fee the world with- 
out gaining experience, and at laft regulate their 
choice by motives trifling as thofe of a girl, or mer- 
cenary as thofe of a tnifer. 

Melanthia came to-town upon the death of her 
father, with a very large fortune, and with "the 
reputation of a much larger 5 (h^ was therefore 
followed and carefTed by many men of rank, and 
by fome of underftanding ; * but having an infa- 
tiable defire of , pleafure, (he was not at leifure, 
from the park, the gardens, the theatres, yifits, 
aflemblies, and mafquerades, to attend ferioufly 
to any propofal, but was ftill impatient for a new 

flatterer, 
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flatterer, and negle&ed marriage as always in her 
power; till in time her admirers fell away, wearied 
with expence, difgufted at her folly, or offended 
by her incoriftancy ; file ' heard of concerts to. 
which {he was not invited, and was more than 
once forced to fit ftill at an aflembly for want of a 
• partner. In this diftrefs, chance threw in her 
way Philotryphus, a man vain, glittering, and 
thoughtlefs as herfelf, who had fpent a fmall for- 
tune in equipage and drefs, and was fhining in 
the laft fuit for which his tailor would give him 
credit,. He had been long endeavouring, to retrieve 
his -extravagance by marriage, and therefore, foon 
paid his court to Melanthia, who after fome weeks 
of infenftbility faw him at a ball, and was wholly 
overcome by his preforrnance in a minuet. /They 
married ; but a.man cannot always dance, and Phi- 
lotryphus had no other method: of pleafing: how- 
ever, as neither was in any great degree vicious, they 
live together with no other unhappinefs, than va- % 
cuity of mind, and that tafteieflhefs of life, which 
proceeds from £ fatiety of juvenile pleafures, and an 
utter inability to fill their place by nobler employ- 
ments. As they: have known the faihionable world 
at the fame time, they agree in their notions of all 
thofe fubje&s on which they ever fpeak, and being 
able to add nothing to the ideas of each other,- are 
not much inclined to conversation, but very often 
join in one wi(h, " That they could fleep more, 
'Sand think lefs." % ' - 

Argyris,. after having refufed'a thoufand offers, 
at Jaft confented to marry Ctftytus, the* younger 
brother of a duke,- a man without elegance of mien, 
beauty of perfoiij or force-of underftanding ; who, 
while he courted her, could not always (forbear 
:5 - allufions 
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allufions to her birth, and hints how cheaply (he 
would purchafe an alliance to (o illuftrious a family. 
His conduit from the hour of his marriage has 
been infufferably tyrannical, nor has he any other 

^regard to her than what arifes from his .defire that 
her appearance may not difgrace him. Upon this 
principle, however, he always orders that (he mould 
be gaily drefled, and fplendidly attended ; and (he 

-has, among all her mortifications, the happinefs to 
take place of her eldeft filter. 

Numb. 40. Saturday, Augujl 4, 1750. 



-Nee dicety cur egt ami cum 



Qffendembi nugitf Ha nuga fcria duccnt 

In mala derifum femel. HojU 

Nor fay, for trifles why fliould I difpleafe 

The man I love? For trifles fuch as thefe 

To fcrious mifchiefs lead the man 1 love, 

If once the flatterer's ridicule he prove. Francis, 

IT has been remarked, that authors are genus 
irritabiUy a generation very eafily put out of tem- 
per y and that they feldom fail of giving proofs of 
their irafcibility upon the flighted attack of cri- 
ticifm, or the moft gentle or modeft offer of advice 
and information. 

*Writer$ being beft' acquainted with one another, 
have reprefented this character as prevailing 
among men of literature, which a more extenfive 
view of the world would have {hewn them to be 
diffufed through all human nature, to mingle itfelf 
with every fpecies of ambition and defire of praife, 
and to difcover its efFedls with greater or Ids re£ 

ftraint, 
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ftraint, and under difguifes more orkf$ artful, in all 
places and ail conditions. 

The quarrels of wrifers, indeed, are more ob*. 
fcrved/ becaufe they neceffarily appeal to the de-^ 
cificn of the publick. Their enmities are" incited 
by applaufes from their parties, and prolonged by 
treacherous encouragement for general diverfion ; 
and when the eonteft happens to rife high between 
men of genius and learning!, its memory is con- 
tinued for the fame reafon as its vehemence was at 
firft promoted, becaufe it gratifies the malevolence 
or curiofity of readers, and relieves the vacancies 
of life with amufement and laughter. The per*- 
fonal difputes, therefore, of rivals in wit are Some- 
times tranfmitted to pofterity, when the grudges 
and heart-burnings of men lefs conspicuous, though 
carried on with equal bittemefs, aid productive of 
greater evils, are expofed to the knowledge of 
thofe only whom they nearly aflFe<ft, and fuffered to 
pafs ofFand be forgotten among common and cafual 
tranfa&ions. 

The refentment which the difcovery, of a fault 
or folly produces, mitft bar a certain proportion 
to our pride, and will regularly be more acrttao* 
nious as pride is more immediately the. principle of 
action. In whatever therefore we wifii or imagine 
ourfelves to excel, we fhall always be difpleafed to 
have our claims to reputation- difputed, and more 
difpleafed, if the accomplishment be fuch as can 
expe£t reputation only for its reward. For this 
reafon it is common to find men break out into 
rage at any infinuations to the difadvantage of 
'their wit, who have borne with great patience 
reflexions on their morals ; and of women it has 

Vol. I. M beent 
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.been always known, that no cerifure wounds (o 
deeply, or rankles fo long, as that which charges 
ihem with want of beauty. 
- As men frequently fill their imaginations -with 
trifling purfuits, and pleafe themfelves moil with 
-things of fmall importance, I have often known 
very fevere and lafting malevolence excited by un- 
lucky cenfures, which would have Men without 
any effed, had they not happened to wound a part 
.remarkably tender. Guftulus, who valued himfelf 
upon the nicety of his palate, disherited his deleft 
ion for telling him that the wine, which he was 
then commending, was the feme which he had 
fent away the day before not fit to be drunk. 
Proculus withdrew, his kindnefs from a nephew, 
whom he had always confidered as the moft pro- 
tnifing genius of the age, for happening to praife in 
his prefence the graceful horfemanfhip of Marius. 
And Fortunio, when he was privy counfellor, 
procured a clerk to be difmifled from one of the 
publick. offices, in which he was eminent for his 
(kill and affiduity, becaufe he had been heard to fay, 
that there was another man in the kingdom on 
whofe (kill at billiards he would lay his money againft 
Fortunio's. 

Felicia and Floretta had been bred up in one 
boufe, and fhared all the pleafures and endearments 
of infancy together. They entered upon life at 
the fame time, and continued their confidence and 
friendship ; confulted each other in every change 
of their drefs, and every admiflien of a new lover j 
thought every diverfion more entertaining when- 
ever it happened that both were prefent, and when 
feparated jaftified the conduct, and celebrated die 
excellencies, of one another. Such was their inti- 
macy, 
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macy, and fuch their fidelity ; till a birth-night 
approached, when Floretta took one morning an 
opportunity, as they were conful ting upon new 
clothes, to advife her friend not to dance at the 
ball, and informed her that her performance the 
year before had not anfwered the expe&ation 
which her other accomplishments had raifed. ^ Fe- 
licia commended her fmcerity, and thanked her 
for the caution j but told her that fhe danced to 
pleafe herfelf,; arid was in very little concern what 
the men might take the liberty of faying, but that if 
her appearance gave her dear Floretta any uneaiinefi 
{he would ftay away. Floretta had now nothing 
•left but to make new proteftations of fmcerity and 
affe&ion, with which Felicia was fo well fatisfied, 
that they parted with more than ufual fondnefs. 
They ftill continued to vifit, with this only differ- 
ence, that Felicia was more pun&ual than before, 
and often declared how high a value {he put upon 
Sincerity, how much {he thought that goodnefs to 
be' efteemed which would venture to admonifh a 
friend of an error, and with what gratitude advice 
was to be received, even when it might happen to 
proceed from miftake. 

i In a few months Felicia, with great ferioufnefs, 
told Floretta, that though her beauty was fuch as 
gave charms to whatever flie did, and her qualifi- 
cations fo extenfive, that fhe could not fail of ex- 
cellence in any attempt, yet '{he -thought herfelf 
-obliged by the duties of friendfliip to inform ' her, 
that if ever {he betrayed want of judgment, it was 
by too frequent compliance with felicitations to 
fing, for that her manner was fomewhat ungrace- 
ful, and her voice had no great compafs. It is 
true, fays Floretta, when I fung three nights ago 
M t at 
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tit lady Sprighdy's, I was hoarie with a cold ; but I 
faig for my own fatisfe&ion, and am not in the leaft 
jfetit whether I am liked. However, my dear Fe- 
licia's kindnefs is not the lefc, and I (hall always 
think my fetf happy in fo true a friend. 
' From tins time they never (aw each other without 
mutual profeffions of efteem, and declarations of 
confidence, but went foon after into the country to 
*ifi* their relations. When they came back; they 
Twere prevailed on, by the importunity of new ac- 
quaintance, to take lodgings in different parts of 
the town, and had frequent occafion when they met, 
to bewail the difraoce at which they were placed, 
and die uncertainty which each experienced of find- 
ing the other at home. 

Thus are the fondeft and firmeft friendfhips 
diflblved, by fach opennefs, and fincerity, as in- 
terrupt our enjoyment of our own approbation, 
or recal us to the remembrance of tfaofe failings, 
which we are more willing to indulge than to 
corred. 

It is by no means neccflary to imagine, that he 
-who is offended at advice, was ignorant of the 
fault, and refents the admonition as a fake charge ; 
for perhaps it is moft natural to be enraged, when 
there is the ftrongeft convidtioa of our own guilt; 
While we can eafily defend our character, we aft 
no more difturbed at an ac c usa t ion, than we age 
alarmed by an enemy whom we ait fure to con- 
quer - 9 and whbfe attack, therefore, will bring 
us honour without danger. But whta a man fecte 
the repreheniion of a friend feconded by hf» own 
heart, he is eafily heated .in«p rebutment and re- 
venge, either becaufe-be hoped that the fault of 
which he wa& confcious: had eicaped the notice of 

others - 9 
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others ; or that his friend had looked upon it with 
tendernefs and extenuation, and excufed it for the 
fake of his other virtues - 9 or had considered him as 
too wife to need advice, or too delicate to be (hocked 
with reproach : or, becaufe we cannot feel without 
pain thofe reflexions roufed, which we have been, 
endeavouring to lay afleep -, and when pain has pro- 
duced anger, who would not willingly believe, that 
it ought to be difcharged on others, rather than on 
himfeif? 

The refentment produced by fincerity, what- 
ever be its immediate caufe, is fo certain, and 
generally fo keen, that very few have magnanimity 
fufficient for the pca&ice of a duty, which, above 
mbft others, expofes its votaries to hardfhips and 
perfecutions ; yet friendship without it is pf a 
very little value, fince the great ufe of fo clofe an 
intimacy is that our virtues may be guarded and 
encouraged, and our vices reprefied in their ifirft 
appearance by timely dete&ion, and folutary re- 
monftrances. 

It is decreecf by providence, that nothing truly 
valuable (hall be obtained In our prefcnt ftate, but 
with difficulty and danger. He that hopes for that 
advantage which is to be gained from unreftrained 
communication, muft ibmetimes hazard, by un r 
pleafing truths, that fricndfhip which he afpires to 
merit. The chief rule to be obferved in the exer- 
dfe of this dangerous office, is to preferve it pure 
from all mixture of intereft or vanity \ to forbeaf 
admonition or reproof, when our consciences tell 
us that they are incited, not by the hopes of 
reforming faults, but the defire of ihewing our dis- 
cernment, or gratifying our own pride by the 
mortification of another. It is. not indeed certain. 
M 3, * that* 
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that the moft refined caution will find a proper time 
for bringing a man to the knowledge of his own 
failings, or the moft zealous benevolence reconcile 
him to that Judgment, by which they are dete&ed ; 
but he who endeavours only the happinefs of him 
whom he reproves, will always have either thefatis- 
fa&ion of obtaining or deferving kindnefs ; if he* 
fucceeds, he benefits his friend, and 'if he fails, he 
has at leaft the confcioufnefs that he fufiers for only 
doing welL 



Numb. 41. Tuesday, Augjufi '7, 1750, 

Nulla recordanti lux efi ingrata gravifyue 9 

Nulla fuit cujus non meminiffc velit. 
AmpUatatjtisfpatiumJibiiJirbonuiy'biceJi 

Vivtre bis y wt& fojfe prion frui, "MAR.TV 

No day's remembrance fliall the good regret, 

Nor wifli one bitter moment to forget ; 

They ftretch the limits of this narrow fpan, 

And, by enjoying, live paft life again. F. Lewis, 

SO few of the hours of life are filled up with 
objefls adequate to the mind of man, and lb 
frequently are, we in want of prefent pleafure or em- 
ployment, that we are forced to have recourfe every 
moment to the paft and future for fupplemental 
fatisfaftions, and relieve the vacuities of our being, 
by recolle&ion of former paflages, or anticipation 
of events to come. 

I cannot but confider this neceflity of fearching 

on every fide for matter on which the attention . 

may be employed, as a ftrong proof of the fuperior 

and celeftial nature of the foul of man. We have 

. t *v n* 
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no reafon to believe that other creatures have 
higher faculties, or more extenfive capacities, than, 
the prefervation of themfelves, or their fp^cies, 
requires ; they feem always to be fully employed, 
or to be completely at eafe without employment, 
to feel.few intellectual miferies or pleafures, and to 
have no exuberance of underftanding to- lay out* 
upon curioftty or caprice,, but to have their minds ; 
exactly adapted to their bodies,' with, few other ideas : 
man fuch as corporal pain or pleafjire imprefe upon* 
them. -, > 

Of memory, which makes fo large a part of the, 
excellence of the human foul, ^nd which has fo, 
roach influence upon all its other powers, but a, 
fmall portion lias been allotted to the animal; 
world. We do not find the grief, with which the 
darfis lament the lofe of -their young, proportionate . 
to the tendernefs with which they carefs, the affiduity,. 
'with which they feed, or the vehemence with which, 
they defend them; Their regard for their offspring, 
when it is' before their eyes, is nofcj in appear-, 
ance, lefs than that of a human parent ; . but 
when it is taken away, it is very foon forgotten, 
and, after a (hort abfence, if brought again, wholly, 
difregarded. 

That they have very little remembrance of any 
thing once out of the reach of their fenfes, and. 
fcarce any power of comparing the prefent with. 
the paft, and regulating their conclufions from 
experience, may be gathered from this, that their- 
intellects are produced in their full perfection. 
The .fparrow that was hatched laft fpring makes, 
her firft neft the enfuing feafon, of the lame ma- 
terials, "and with the fame art, as in any follow-, 
ing year j and the hen conducts and fhelters her, 
M 4 firft 
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firft brood of chickens witifall the prudence thatfhfe 
ever attains. 

It has been aflced by men who love to perplex 
any thing that is plain to common underftandiags, 
how reason differs from inftinft; and Prior has 
with no* great propriety made Solomon himfelf 
declare, that, to dtftinguifli them is the fooFs igno- 
ranee, and th* feianCspridi. To give an accurate 
anfwer to a queftion, of which the terms are not 
completely underftood, is impoffihle j we do not 
know in what either reafon or inftinft confift, and 
therefore cannot tell with exa&nris how they differ ; 
but furely he that contemplates a (hip and a bird's 
neft, will not he long without finding out, that the 
idea of the one was imprefied at once, and continued 
through all the progreffive defcents of the fpecles* 
without variation or improvement j a*d that die 
other is the refult of experiments compared with ex- 
periments, has grown; by accumulated obfervation, 
from lefs to greater excellence, and Exhibits the 
collective knowledge of different ages and variou* 
profeffions. 

Memory is the purveyor of reafon, .the power 
" which places thofc images before die mind upoir 
which die judgment is to be exerqfed, and which 
treafures up the determinations that are once paued, 
as the rules of future a&oa, or grounds of fubfe- 
quent conclufions. 

It is, indeed, the faculty of remembrance, which 
may be faid to place us in the clafs of v moral agents. 
If we were to aft only in confequence of fome im- 
s mediate impulfe, and receive no direction from 
internal motives of choice, we fhould be pufhed 
forward by an invincible fatality, without power 
, or reafon for the matt part to prefer one thing to 
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another, becaufe we could make no comparifon 
but of objedts which might both happen ,to be. 
prefent. 

We owe to memory not only the increafc of \ 
our knowledge, and our progrefs in rational en-. 
quiries, but many other intellr&ual pkafuresu. 
Indeed, almoft all that we can be &id to enjoy i» . 
paft or future ; the prefent ia in perpetual motion^ 
leaves us a$ fbon as it arrives, cesfes to be prefttft 
before its prefence is well perceived, and i$ only 
known to have exifled by the efle&s which it leave*, 
behind. The greateft part of our ideas arifa, there- > 
fere, from the view before or behind us, and we are. 
happy or miferable, according as we ace affefibed* 
by the furvcy of our life, or our profpeft pf future 
exiftenqe. 

With regard to futurity* when events are at 
fuch a diftance from us, that we cannpt take the 
whole concatenation into our view, we have 
generally power enough over our imagination to 
turn it upon pleafing fcenes, and can promife 
ourfelves riches, honours, and delights, without 
intermingling thofe vexations and anxieties, with 
which all human enjoyments are polluted. If 
fear breaks in on one fide, and alarms us with 
dangers and difappointments, we can call in hope 
on the other, to folace us with rewards, and 
efcapes, and vi&ories; fo that we are fckLooi 
without means of palliating remote evils, and 
can generally footh ourfelves to tranquillity, 
whenever any nroublefome prefage happens to 
attack us. 

It is, therefore, I believe, much more comi 
moot for the folitary and thoughtful, to anuria 
themfeives with Schemes of die future* thai* re~ 
■••-•' M 5 views 
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views of die paft. For the future is pliant and 
du&ile, and will be eafily moulded by a ftrong 
fancy into any form. But die images which me- 
mory prefents are of a ftubborn and untraceable 
nature, the objects of remembrance have already 
exifted, and left their fignature behind them im- • 
prefled upon the mind, lb as to defy all attempts 
of rafure or of change. 

As the fatisfa&ons, therefore, arifmg from me- 
mory are lefs arbitrary, they are more folid, and 
are, indeed, the only joys which we can call our 
own. Whatever we have once repofited, as 
Dryden exprefles it, in the /acred treqfure of the. 
fqfty is out of the reach of accident, or violence,, 
nor can be loft either by pur own weakneis, or 
another's malice : 



-Nm tamtn irritum 



Sluodcunque retro eft efficiet, tuque 
Diffingety infe&umque riddet y 
Quodfugies Jemtl bora vex it. 

Be fair or foul, or rain or ftiine, 

The joys I h^ve pofiefs'd in ipite of fate are mine. 
Not heav'n itfelf upon the paft has pow'r, 
But what has been has been, and I have had my hour. 

Dryden. 

There is certainly no greater happinefs than to 
be able to look back on a life ufefully and virtu- 
oufly employed, to trace our own progrefe in ex- 
iftence, by fuch tokens as excite neither fhame 
nor forrbw. Life, in which nothing has been 
done or fuffered to diftinguilh one day from an-* 
other, is to him that has pafled it, as if it had 
never been, except that he is confcious how ill he 
has hufbanded the great depofit of his Creator. 

..Life, 
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Life, made memorable by crimes, and diverfified 
through its feveral, periods by wickednefs, is indeed 
eafily' reviewed, but reviewed only with horror and 
remorfe. 

The great confideration which ought to influ- 
ence us in the ufe of the prefent moment, is to 
arife from the effedt, which, as well or ill applied j. 
it muft have upon the time to come ; for though 
its a£hial exiftence be inconceivably fhort, yet its 
effects are unlimited ; and there is not the fmalleft 
point of time but may extend its confequences, 
either to our hurt or our. advantage, through all . 
eternity, and. give us reafon to remember it for ever, 
with anguifh or exultation. 

The. time of life, in which memory feems par- 
ticularly to claim predominance over the other 
faculties of the mind, is our declining age. It 
has been remarked by former writers, that old 
men are generally narrative, and fall eafily into 
recitals of paft tranfo&ions, and accounts of per- , 
fons known to them in their youth. When we 
approach the verg« of the grave it is more emi- 
nently true; 

Vita Jumma hrtvisfpm nos vetat incbeare longam. 
Life's fpan forbids thee to extendi thy cares, 
i And ftretch thy hopes beyond thy years. C we E c a* 

We have no longer any poflibility of* great vicifli- 
tiides in our favour; the changes which are to 
happen in the world will come too late for our 
accommodation; and thofe who have no hope 
before them, and to whom their prefent ftate is 
painful and irkfome, muit of neceffity turn their 
thoughts back to try what retrofped will affords 
' M 6 It 
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It ought, therefore, to he the care of thofe who 
wifh to pals the laft hours with comfort, to lay up 
fuch a treafureof pfeafing ideas, as {hall fupport 
the expences of that time, which is to depend 
wholly upon die fund already acquired. 

■ ■ Petite hincy jwenefyuefcncjtpie 
Tinem ammo ctrtum, wiferijquc viatica caw's* 

Seek here/ ye young, the anchor of your mind ; 

Here, fuffViugage, ablefs'dprovifion find. Elphinston. 

In youth, however unhappy, we folace our- 
felves with the hope of better fortune, and how- 
ever vicious, appeafe our confciences with inten- 
tions of repentance j but the time comes at laft, 
in which life has no more to promife, in which 
happinefs can be drawn only from recolle&ion, 
and virtue will be all that we can recoiled with 
pleafure. 

Numb. 42. Saturday, Auguft 11, 1750. 

Mibi tarda fount ingra^aaue. tempera* . HOR. 

How heavily my time revolve* along. Elphinston. 

V 

To the RAMBLER. 

Mr. Rambler. 

I AM no great admirer of grave writings, and 
therefore very frequently lay your papers aiide 
before I have read them through; yet I cannot 
but confefs that, by flow degrees, you have railed 
my opinion of your underftanding, and that, 
though I believe it will be long before I can be 
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prevailed upon to regard you with much kind- 
nefc, you have, however, more of my efteem 
than thofe whom I fometimes make happy with, 
opportunities to. fill my tea-pot, or pick up my 
fan. I fhall therefore chufe you for the confident 
of my diftrefles, and aik your counfel with regard 
to the rfieans of conquering or efcaping them* 
though I never expe& from you any of that foft- 
nefs and pliancy, which constitutes the perfection 
of a companion for the ladies : as, in the place 
where I now am, I have recourfe to the maftifF 
for protection, though I have no intention of making 
him a lap-dog. 

My mamma is a very fine lady, who has more 
numerous and more frequent afiemblies at her 
houfe, than any other perfon in the fame quarter 
of the* town. I was bred from my earlieft infancy 
in a perpetual tumult of pleafure^ and remember 
to have heard of little elfe than mefiages, vifits, 
play-houfes, and balls; of the aukwardnefs of 
one woman, and the coquetry of another; the 
charming convenience of fome rifing fafhion, the. 
difficulty of playing a new game, the incidents of 
a mafquerade, and the drefles of a court-night. 
I knew before I was ten years old all the rules of 
paying and receiving vifits, and to how much ci- 
vility evefy one of my acquaintance, was entitled ; 
and was able to return* with the proper degree of 
referve or of vivacity, the ftated and eftablifhed 
anfwer to every compliment ; fo that I was very 
foon celebrated as a wit, and a beauty, and had 
heard before I was thirteen all that is ever faid to 
a young lady. My mother was generous to fo 
uncommon a degree as to be pleafecj with my ad- 
vance into life, and allowed me, without envy or 
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reproof, to enjoy the fame happinefs with herfelf; 
though moft women about her own age were very . 
angry to fee young girls fo forward, and many fine 
gentlemen told her how cruel it was to throw new 
chains upon mankind, and to tyrannize over them 
at the fame time with her own charms, and thofe of 
her daughter. 

I have now lived two and twenty years, and 
have pafled of each year nine months in town, 
and three at Richmond ; fo that my time has 
been fpent uniformly in the fame" company, and ' 
the fame amufements, except as fafhion has in- 
troduced- new diversions, or the revolutions of 
the gay world have afforded new fucceflions of 
wits and beaus. However, my mother is fo good 
an economift of pleafure, that I have no fpare 
hours upon my hands ; for every morning brings 
fome new appointment, and every night is hur- 
ried away by the neceffity of making our appear- 
ance at different places, and of being with one 
lady at the opera, and with another* at the card- 
table, ' 

When the time came of fettling our fcheme of 
felicity for the fummer, it was determined that I 
fhould pay a vifit to a rich aunt in a remote 
county. As you know the chief convention of 
all tea-tables, in the fpring, arifes from a com- 
munication of the manner in which time is to 
be pafled till winter, it was a great relief to the 
barrennefs of our topicks, to relate the pleafures 
that were in ftore for me, to defcribe my uncle's 
feat, with the park and gardens, the charming 
walks and beautiful waterfalls ; and every one 
told me how much (he envied me, and what fa- 
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tisfaSion (he had once enjoyed in a fituation of the 
fame kind. 

As we are all credulous in our own favour, and 
willing to imagine fome latent fatisfaclion in any- 
thing which we have not experienced, I wiH con- 
fefs to you, without reftraint, that I had fuffered 
my head to be filled with expectations of fome 
namelefs pleafure in a rural life, and that I hoped 
for the happy hour that fhould fet me free from 
noife, and flutter, and ceremony, difmifs me to 
the peaceful fhade, and lull me in content and 
tranquillity. To folace myfelf under the mifery of 
delay, I fometimes heard a ftudious lady of my 
acquaintance read paftorals, I was delighted with 
fcarce any talk but of leaving the town, and never 
went to bed without dreaming of groves, and mea- 
dows, and frifking lambs. 

At length. I had all my clothes in a trunk, and 
faw the coach at the door; I fprung in with 
. ecftacy, quarrelled with my maid for being too 
long in taking leave of the other fervants, and re- 
joiced as the ground grew lefs which lay between 
me and the completion of my wiflies. A few 
days brought me to a large old houfe, encom- ' 
palled on three fides with woody hills, and look- 
ing from the front on a gentle river, the fight of 
which renewed all my expectations of pleafure, 
and gave me fome regret for having lived fo long 
without the enjqyment which thefe delightful 
fcenes were now to afford me. My aunt came 
out to receive me, but in a drefs fo far removed 
from the prefent fafhion, that I could fcarcely , 
look upon her without laughter, .which would * 
have been no kind requital for the trouble which 
(he had taken to make herfelf fine againft my 
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arrival. The night and the. next morning were 
driven along with enquiries about our family ; my* 
aunt then explained, our pedigree, and told me ftories * 
of my great-grandfather's bravery in the civil ware, 
nor was it lefs than three days before I could per- 
fuade her to leave me to myfelf. 

At laft economy prevailed ; fhe went in the ufual 
manner about her own affairs, and I was at li- 
berty to range in the wildernefs, and, fit by the 
cafcade. The novelty of the objects about me 
pkafed me for a while, but after a few days they 
were new no longer, and I foon began to perceive 
that the country was not my element ; that fhades, 
and flowers, and lawns, and waters, had very foot* 
exhaufted all their power of pleafing, and that I 
had not in myfeJf any fund of fatisfa&ion with 
- which I could fupply the lofs of my cuftomary 
amufements. 

I unhappily told my aunt, in the firft warmth 
of our embraces, that I had leave to ftay with 
her ten weeks. Six only are yet gone, and how 
(ball I live through the remaining four ? I go out 
and return; I pluck * flower, and throw it* 
away ; 1 catch an infecl:, and when I have exa- 
mined its colours, fet it at liberty ; I fling a 
pebble into the water, and fee one circle fpread, 
after another. x When it chances to rain, I walk 
in, the great hall, and watch the minute-hand 
upon the dial, or play with a litter , of kittens, 
which the cat happens to have brought in a lucky 
time. 

My aunt i$ afraid I {hall grow melancholy,, 
and therefore encouragas the neighbouring gentry 
tavifitus. They came at firft with great eager-, 
nsfe to feci- the fine lady from London, but when, 
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we met, we had no common topick on which we 
could convert j they had -no cwiofity after plays, 
operas, or mufick: and I find as little fatisfac- 
tion from their accounts of the quarrels or alli- 
ances of families, whofe names, when once I can 
efcape, I fhall never hear. The women have now 
feen me, know how my gown is made, and are 
fatisfied ; the men are generally afraid of me, and 
fay little, becaufe they think themfelves not at liberty 
to talk rudely. , 

Thus am I condemned to folitudej the day 
moves llowly forward, and I fee the dawn with 
uneafiriefs, becaufe I confider that /night is at a great 
diftance. I have tried to fleep by a brook, but 
find its murqaurs inefie&ual; fo that I am forced 
to be awake at leaft twelve hours, witliout vifits, 
without cards, without laughter, and without flat- 
tery. I walk becaufe I am difgufted with fitting 
ftjU, and fit down becaufe I ana weary with walk- 
ing, I have np atotive to a^ion^iMir any object of 
love, or hate, or fear, or inclination. I cannot 
drefc with fpirit, for I have mitim rival nor admi- 
rer. I cannot dance without a partner, nor be kind, 
or cruel, without a lover. 

Such is the life of Euphelta, and fuch it » 
likely to continue for a month to come. I have 
not yet declared againft exiftence, nor called upon 
the deftinies to cut my thread ; but I -have fin- 
cerely refolved not to condemn myfelf to fuch 
another fummer, nor too haftHy to flatter myfelf 
with happinefs. Yet I have heard, Mr. Rambler, 
of thofe who never thought themfelves fo much at 
eafe as in folitude, and cannot but fufped it to be 
fome way or other my own fault,, that, without 
great pain, either of mind or body, I am thus 
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weary of myfelf : that the current of youth flag-- 
nates, and that J am languifiiing in a dead calm,, 
for want of fome external impulfe. I (hall there- » 
fore think you a benefa&or to our fex, if you will? 
teach me the art of living alone ; for I am confident 
that a thoufand and a thoufand and a thodarid ladies, • 
who arTecl to talk with ecftacies of the-pleafures of' 
the country, are in reality, like me, longing for the 
winter, and wifhin^ to be delivered from themfelves 
by company and diverfion. 

/ am, SIR, lours 9 

Euphelia- , 

Numb. 43. TvESDAY~jfugu/i 14, 1750. 

* Flumhte perpituo torrent fikt acrius ire f - 

Sed tame* bac brevis eft, ilia perennit aqua. O VIB# 

In courfe impetuous foon /the torrent dries, 

The brook a conftant peaceful ftream fupplies. F.Lewis, 

IT is obferved by thofe who have written on the •• 
constitution of the human body, and the origi- 
nal of thofe difeafes by which it is afflicted, thai 
, every man comes into the world morbid, that there 
is no temperature fo exaffly regulated but that fome 
humour is fatally predominant, and that we are gene- • 
rally impregnated, in our firft entrance upon life, 
-. with the feeds of that malady, which, in time, fliall- 
bring us to the grave. . 

This remark has been extended by others to tjic 
intellectual faculties. Some, that imagine, them- 
felves to have looked with more than common 
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penetration into human nature, have endeavoured' 
to perfuade us that each man is born with a mind 
formed peculiarly for certain purpofesy and with 
defires unalterably determined to particular objects, 
from which the attention cannotT>e long diverted, 
and which alone, as they are well or ill purfued, 
muft produce -the praife or blame, the- happinefe ' 
or mifery, pf his future life. 

This pofttion has not, indeed, been hitherto 
proved with ftrength proportionate to the afliir- 
ance with* which it has been advanced, and, per-' 
haps, will never gain much prevalence by a clofe* 
examination. 

If the doctrine of innate ideas be itfelf difputable, 
there* feems to be little hope of .eftablifliing an 
opinion, which fuppofes that even complications 
of ideas have been given us at our birth, and 
mat we are made by nature ambitious, or covetous, 
before we know the meaning of either power or 
money. - 

Yet as every ftep in the pj-ogreffion of exiftence 
changes our pofition with refpefb to the things 
about us, fo as to lay us open to new aflaults and 
particular dangers, and fubje&s us to inconve-' 
niencies from which any other flotation is ex- 
empt ; as a publick or a private life, youth and 
age, wealth and poverty, have all fome evil clofely 
adherent, which cannot wholly be efcaped but by 
quitting the" ftate to which it is annexed* and fub- 
mitting to the incumbrances of fome other con- 
dition ; fo it cannot be denied that every difference; 
in the ftru&ure of the mind has its advantages 
and its wants ; and that failures and defeats being 
infeparable from humanity, however the powers 
of undemanding be extended or contracted, there 
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will on one fide or the other always be an avenue to 
error and mifcarriage. 

There feetn to be fome fouls fluted to great, and 
others to little employments j forne formed to foar 
aloft, and take in wide views, and others to grovel 
on the ground, and confine their regard to a nar- 
row fphere. Of thefe the one is always in danger of 
becoming ufelefs by a daring negligence, the other 
by a fcrupulous folicitude \ the one colle&s many 
ideas, but confuted and indiftinft ; the other is 
bufied in minute accuracy, but without <x>mpafc. 
and without dignity. 

The general error of thofe who poffefs powerful 
and elevated underftandings, is, that they form 
fchemes of too great extent, and flatter them-, 
felves too haftily with fuccefcj they feel their 
pwn force t^ be great, and, by the complacency 
with whkh every mail farveys himfelf, ioaagpe it 
/ ftiJl gwter : tfrey therefore look out for under- 
takings worthy of theyr abilities, and engage i& 
them with very littk precaution, for they imagine 
that, without premeditated meafurcs, they ihaU b* 
&k to fcnd expedients in all difficulties. They are 
nstwraliy apt to consider all prudential maxims as 
bslow their regard, to treat with contempt thofe 
fpcurities and refources which others know them- 
felves obliged to provide, and diidain to accompliib 
their purpofes by eftablijQhed means, and common 
gradations. 

. Precipitation thus incited by the pride of intel- 
lectual fuperiorky, is very fatal to great deiigns. 
The refolution of the combat is feldom equal to 
the vehemence of the charge. He that meets 
with an oppofition which he did not exped, lofes 
bis courage. The violence of his firft onfet is fuc-. 
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ceeded by a lafting and unconquerable languor; 
mifcarriage makes him fearful 6f giving way to 
new hopes ; and the contemplation of an attempt, 
in which he has fallen below his own expe&ations, 
is painful and vexatious ; he therefore naturally 
Jurrts his attention to more pleafing objeits, and 
habituates his imagination to other entertainments, 
till, by flow degrees, he quits his firft purfuit, and. 
buffers fome other projeft to take po'fieffion of his 
thoughts, in which the fame ardour of mind pro- 
mifes him again certain fuccefs, and which dif- 
appointments of the fame kind compel, htm to 
abandon. 

Thus too much vigour in the beginning of an 
undertaking, often intercepts and prevents the ftea- 
drneft and perfeverance always neceffary in the 
conduct of a complicated fcheme, where many in- 
terefts are to be conne&ed, many movements to be 
adjafted, and the joint effort of difrinft and inde- 
pendent powers to be dire&ed to a fmgle point. , In 
aH important events which have been fuddenly 
brought to pafe, chance has been the agent rather 
than reafbn \ and, therefore, however thofe, who 
feented to prefide in the tranfa&ion, may have been 
celebrated by fach as loved or feared them, fucceed- 
ing times have commonly confidered them as fortu* 
nate rather than prudent. Every defign in* which 
the connexion is regularly traced from the firft 
motion to the laft, maft be fbrfned and executed 
by calm intrepidity, and requires not only courage 
which danger cannot turn aftde, but conftancy 
which fatigues cannot weary, and contrivance 
which impediments cannot exhauft. 

All the performances of human art, at which 

we took with praife or wander,' are inftances of 
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the refiftlds force of perfeverance : it is by this that 
the quarry becomes a pyramid, and that diftant 
countries are united with canals. If a man was to 
compare the effect of a fingle ftroke of the pick-ax > 
or of one impreffion of the fpade, with the gene- 
ral defign and laft refult, he would be overwhelmed 
by the fenfe of their difproportion ; yet thofe petty 
operations, inceflantly continued, in time furmount 
the greateft difficulties, and mountains are levelled, 
and oceans bounded, by the {lender force of human 
beings. 

It is therefore of the utmoft importance that thofe 
who have any intention of deviating from the beaten 
roads of life, and acquiring a reputation fuperior to 
names hourly fwept away by time among the 
refufeof fame, {hould add to- their reafon, andjhejr 
fplrit, the power of perfiftingjn their purpofes; 
acquire the art of fapping what they cannot batter, 
and the habit of vanquifhing obftinate refiftahce by 
obftinate attacks. 

The ftiident who would build his knowledge on 
folid foundations, and proceed, by juft degrees to the 
pinacles of truth, is directed by the great philofopher 
of France to begin by doubting of his .own exift- 
ence. In like manner, -whoever would complete 
.any arduous and intricate enterprife, ihould, as 
foon as his imagination can cool after the firft 
blaze of hope, place before his own eyes every 
poflible embarraflment that may retard or defeat 
him. He mould firft queftion the probability ci 
fuccefs, and then endeavour to remove the objec- 
tions that he has raifed. It is proper, fays old Mark- 
ham, to exercife your horfe on the more inconve- 
nient fide of the courfe, that if he mould, in the 
race, be forced upon it, he may not be difcouraged; 
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and Horace advifes his poetical friend to confider 
<very day as the .laft which he (hall enjoy, becaufe 
that will always give pleafure which we receive be- 
yond our hopes. If we alarm ourfelves beforehand 
with more difficulties than we really find, we fhall 
be animated by .unexpected facility with double 
fpirit ; and if we find our cautions and fears juftified 
by the confequence, there will however - happen 
nothing againft which provifion has not been made, 
ho fudden (hock will be received, nor will the main 
* febeme be difconcerted. 

.There is, indeed, fome danger left he that too 
fcrupuloufly balances probabilities, and too perfpica- 
cioufly forefees obftacles, mould remain always in a 
ftate of ina£tion, ( without venturing upon attempts 
on which he may perhaps fpend his labour without 
advantage. But previous defpondence is not the 
fault of thofe for whom this effay is defigned ; they 
who require to be warned againft precipitation, 
will not fuffer more fear to intrude into their con- 
templations than is ncceflary to allay the eftervef- 
cence of an agitated fancy. As Des Cartes has 
kindly fhewn how a man may prove to himfelf his 
own exiftence, if once he can be prevailed upon to 
queftion it, fo the ardent and adventurous will not 
be long without finding fome plaufible extenu- 
ation of the greateft difficulties. Such indeed, is 
the uncertainty of all human affairs, that fecurity 
and defpair are equal follies, and as it is prefump- 
tion and arrogance to anticipate triumphs, it is 
weaknefs and cowardice to proghofticate mifcar- 
riages. The numbers that have been flopped in 
their career ofhappinefs are fufficient to fliew the 
uncertainty of human forefight ; but there are not 
wanting contrary inftances of &ch fuccefs obtained 
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againft all appearances, as may wahrant the bol'deft 
flights of genius, if diey are fupported by un&aken 
perfeverance. 

Numb. 44. Saturday,. Jugu/l 18, 1750* 

*0»4{ it Aw« in* Homer. 

■ _ Dreams defcend from Jm. Pop*. 

. To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

I Had lately a very remarkable- dream, which 
made fo ftrong an impreffion on me, that I 
remember it every word ; and if you are* not better 
employed, you may read the relation of it as 
follows : ' 

Methought I wa$ in the midft of a very entertain- 
ing fet of company, and extremely delighted in 
attending to a livery converfation, when on a fud- 
den I perceived one of die moft (hocking figures 
imagination can frame, advancing towards me. 
She was dreft in black, her fktn was cdntra&ed 
into a thoufand wrinkles, her eyes deep funk in 
her head, and her complexion pale and liviid as die 
countenance of death. Her looks were filled with 
terror and unrelenting feverity, and her hands 
armed with whips and fcorpions. As*foon as (he 
Came near, with a horrid frown, and a voice that 
chilled my very blood; flie bid me follow her. I 
obeyed, and {he led me through 'rugged paths* 
befet with briars and thorns, into a deep folitary 
valley. Wherever fhe pafled the fading verdure 
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withered beneath her fteps - 9 her peftilentiaJ bread* 
infe&ed the air with malignant vapours, obfeured the 
luftre of the fun, and involved the fair face of heaven 
in univerfal gloom. Drfinal howlings refounded 
through the foreft,from every baleful tree the night- * 
raven uttered his dreadful note, and die profpeel: was 
filled with defolation and horror. In the midft of 
this tremendous fcene my execrable guide addrefled 
me in the following manner : 

" Retire with me, O »afh unthinking mortal, s 
<c from the vain allurements of a deceitful world, ^ 
44 and learn that pleafure was not defigned the 
** portion of human life* Man was born to- mourn 
" and to be wretched j this is the condition of all 
** below the liars, and whoever ende»v&urs to op- 
" pofe it, aib in contradiction to the will of heaven. \ 

" Fly then from the fatal enchantments of youth, f 

" and focial delight, and here confecrate the folitary \ 

" hours to lamentation and woe. Mifery is the i 

" duty of all fublunary beings, and every enjoy- | 

*• ment is an offence, to the deity, who is to be 
*' worfhipped only by the mortification of every l 

" fenie of pleafure, and the everlafting s exercife of 
* c fighs and tears." / 

This melancholy picture of life quite funk my 
fpirits, and feemed to annihilate every principle of 
joy with me. I threw myfelf beneath a blafted 
yeugh, where the winds blew cold and difmal 
round my head, apd dreadful apprehenfions chilled 
my heart. Here I refolved to lie, till the hand of 
death, which I impatiently invoked, fhould put 
an end to the mifcries of a life fo deplorably 
wretched. In this fad fituation I fpied on one hand 
of mc a deep muddy river, whofe heavy waves 
rolled on in flow fullen murmurs. Here f deter- * 

Vo*., I. N . . mined 
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mined to plunge, and was juflr upon the brink, 
when I found myfelf fuddenly drawn back. I 
turned about, and was furprifed by the fight of the 
lovelieft object I had ever beheld. The moft en- 
gaging charms of youth and beauty appeared in all 
her form; effulgent glories ' fparkled in her eyes, 
and their awful fplendours were foftened by the 
gentleft looks of companion and peace. At her 
approach the frightful fpeftre, who had before tor- 
mented me, vaniftied away, and with her all the 
horrors Ihe had caufed. The gloomy clouds 
brightened into cheerful funfhine, the groves re- 
covered their verdure, and the whole region looked 
gay and blooming as the garden of Eden. I was 
quite tranfported at this unexpe&ed change, and 
reviving pleafure began to glad my thoughts, 
when, with a look of inexpreffible fweetnefs, my 
beauteous deliverer thus uttered her divine inftruc- 

tions: . 

" My name is Religion. I am the offspring 
w of Truth and Love, and the parent of Be- 
" nevolence, Hope and Joy. That monfter 
" from whofe power I have freed you is called 
" Superstition, flie is the child of Discon- 
u tent, and her followers are Fear and Sor- 
" row. Thus different as we are, fhe has often 
" the infolence to affume my name and chara&er, 
« and feduces unhappy mortals to think us, the 
" fame, till Ihe, at length, drives them to the bor- 
» ders of Despair, that dreadful abyfs into which 
u you were juft going to fink. 

" Look round and furvey the various beauties of 
4< the globe, which heaven has deftined for the 
» feat of the human race, and confider whether a 
" world thus e-xquifitely framed could be meant 

" for 
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44 for the abode of mifery and pain. For what 
44 end has the lavifh hand of providence diffufed 
44 fuch innumerable obje&s of delight," but that 
44 all might rejoice in the privilege of exiftence, 
44 and be filled with gratitude to the beneficent 
44 Author of it? Thus to enjoy the bleflings he 
44 has fent, is virtue and obedience \ and to rejeft 
44 them merely as means of pleafure, is pitiable 
44 ignorance, or abfurd petverfenefs. Infinite 
44 goodnefs is the fource of created exiftence ; the 
44 proper tendency of every rational being, from 
44 the higheft order of raptured feraphs, to the 
44 meaneft rank of men, is to rife inceflantly from 
44 lower dejgrfees of happinefs to higher. They have 
44 each faculties affigned them for various orders of 
44 delights." " 

44 What," cried I, " is this the language of Re- 
4# ligion? Does (he lead her votaries through 
44 flowery paths, and bid them pafs an unlaborious 
44 life ? Where are the painful toils of virtue, the 
44 mortifications of penitents, the felf-denying exer- 
44 cifes of faints and heroes ?" 

44 The true enjoyments of a reafonable being," 
anfwered (he mildly, 44 do not confift in unbounded 
44 indulgence, or luxurious eafe, in the tumult of 
44 paflions, the languor of indolence, or the flut- 
44 ter of light amufements. Yielding to immo- 
44 ral pleafure corrupts the mind, living to animal 
44 and trifling ones debafes it ; both in their degree 
44 difqualify it for its genuine good, and confign 
44 it over to wretchednefs. Whoever would be 
44 really happy muft maker the diligent and re- 
44 gular. exercife of his fuperior powers his chief 
44 attention, adoring the perfe&ions of his Maker, 
44 exprefling good-will to his fellow-creatures, cul- 
N 2. u tivating 
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44 tivating inward rectitude; To his lower facul- 
44 ties he muft allow fuch gratifications as will, by 
* refreshing him, invigorate- his nobler purfuits. 
"In the regions inhabited by angelic natures* 
44 unmingled felicity for ever blooms, joy flows 
44 there with a perpetual and abundant ftream, 
44 nor needs there any mound to check its courfe. 
44 Beings confcious of a frame of mind originally 
"difeafed, as all the human race has caufe to be, 
44 muft ufe the regimen of a ftri<5ter felf-govern- 
44 ment. Whoever has been guilty of voluntary 
44 excefles muft patiently fubmit both to the painful 
44 workings of nature, and needfiil feverities of me- 
44 dicine, in order to his cure. Still he is intitled 
44 to a moderate (hare of whatever alleviating ac- 
44 commodations this fair manfion of his merciful 
44 Parent affords, confiftent with his recovery.. And 
44 in proportion, as this recovery advances, the live- 
44 lieft joy will fpring from his fecret fenfe of an- 
44 amended and improving heart. — So far from the 
44 horrors of defpair is die condition even of the 
44 guilty. — Shudder, poor mortal, at the thought 
44 of the gulph into which thou waft but now going 
44 to plunge. 

44 While the moft faulty have ever encourage- 
44 ment to amend, the more innocent foul will be 

fupported with ftill fweeter confolations under 
44 all its experience of human infirmities ; fup- 
44 ported by the gladdening ailurances that every 
44 fincere endeavour to outgrow them, mail be 
44 affifted, accepted, and rewarded. To fuch a one 
44 the lovelieft feif-abafement is but a deep laid 
44 foundation for the moft elevated hopes; fince 
44 they who faithfully examine and acknowledge 
" what they are, fhall be enabled under my con- 

44 dua 
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*' daft to become what they defire. The chrift- 
u ian and the hero are inseparable ; and ix> afpir- 
" mgs of unaffuming truft, and filial confidence, 
44 are fet no bounds. To him who is animated with 
"a view of obtaining approbation from the Sove- 

* reign of the univerfe, no difficulty is infurmount- 

* able. Secure in this purfuit of every needful 
" aid, his conflict with the fevereft pains and trials, 
" is Kttle more than the vigorous exercifes of a 
" mind in health. His patient dependence on that 
** providence which looks through all eternity, his 
" filent refignation, his ready accommodation of 
** his t&owghts and befeawurto its krfcrotable ways, 
" is at once the moft exceUeat fort of felfrdenial, 
** andafource of fhemoft exalted transports. So- 
u ciety is tlie true iphere of human virtue. In 

<c met with ; reftraints of many kinds will be necef- 
" fary ; and ftudying to behave right in refpect of 
" thefe is a difcipline of the human heart, ufeful to 
"others, and improving to itfelf. Suffering is no 
" duty but where it is neceffary to avoid guilt, or 
" to do good ; nor pleafure a crime, but where it 
c< ftrengthens the influence of bad inclinations, or 
" leffens the generous activity of virtue. The hap- 
" pinefs allotted to man in his prefent ftate, is in- 
" deed faint and low, compared with his immortal 
" profpe&s, and noble capacities ; but yet what- 
" ever portion of it the diftributing hand of heaven 
" offers to each individual, is a ndedful fup^ort . 
" and refrefliment for the prefent moment, fo far 
" as it may not hinder the attaining of his final 
** deft i nation. 

" Return then with me from continual mifery 

" to moderate enjoyment, and grateful alacrity. 

N 3 " Return 
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u Return from the contra&ed views of folitude to 
" the proper duties of a relative and dependent be- 
" ing. Religion is not confined to cells and clofets, 
M nor reftrained to fullen retirement, Thefe are 
" the gloomy doctrines of Superstition, by 
" which (he endeavours to break thofe chains of 
** benevolence and fecial affection, that link the 
" welfare of every particular with that of the' whole. 
" Remember that the greateft honour you can pay 
" to the Author of your being is by fucha cheerful 
" behaviour, as difcovers a mind fatUfied with his 
u difpenfations." 

Here my preceptrefs paufed, and I was going to 

exprefs my acknowledgments for her difcourfe, 

when a ring of bells from the neighbouring.village> 

_ _and a new-r ifen fun darting his beams through mf 

windows,. awaKecnucT 

I am % Tour5 x K<\ 
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Nump. 45. Tuesday, Augujl 21, 1750. 

"His&g {Aeyirv yiyvila* a-(J\n^tc 9 

"Olav yvvn w^oq avfy* py h%pr&lti 9 

Nwi $ ix^a titmice , EuRIP* 

This is tne chief felicity of life, 

That concord fmile on the connubial bed ; 

But now 'tis hatred all 

To the RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

TH O "U G H, in the differtations which you 
have given us on marriage, very juft cau- 
tions are laid down againft the common caufes of 
infelicity, and the neceffity of having, in that im- 
portant choice, the firft regard to virtue, is care- 
fully inculcated ; yet I cannot think the fubjeft fo 
much exhaufted, but that a little reflection would 
prefent to the mind many queftions, in the difcuflion 
of which great numbers are interefted, and many 
precepts which deferve to be more particularly and 
forcibly imprefled. 

You feem, like moft of the writers that have 
gone before you, to have allowed, as an uncon- 
tefted principle, that .Marriage is generally unhappy: 
but I know not whether a man who profefles to 
think for himfelf, and concludes from his own 
obfervations, does not depart from his character 
when he follows the crowd thus implicitly, and 
receives maxims without recalling them to a new 
examination, efpecially when they comprife fowide 
a circuit of life, and include fuch variety of circum*- 
ftances* As I have an equal right with others to 
N 4 give; 
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give my opinion of the obje&s about me, and a 
better title to determine concerning that ftate which 
I have tried, than many who talk of it without 
experience, I am unwilling to be reftrained by 
mere authority from advancing what, I believe, 
an accurate tf iew of the world will confirm, that 
* marriage is not commonly unhappy, otherwife 
than as life is unhappy > and that moft of thofe 
who complain of connubial miferies, have as 
much fatisfa&ion as their nature would have ad- 
mitted, or their condu& procured, in any other 
condition. 

w It is, indeed, common to hear both fcxes repine 
at their change, relate the happinefe of their earlier 
years, blame the folly and rafhnefs of their own 
choice, and warn thofe whom they fee coming 
into the world againft the fame precipitance aaij 
' infatuation. But it is to be remembered, that the 
days which they fo much wifh to call back, are the 
days not only oF celibacy but of youth, the days 
of novelty and improvement, of ardour and of 
hope, of health and vigour of body, of gaiety and 
lightnefi of heart. It is not eafy to furroufifi 
life with any circumftances in which youth mail 
not be delightful ; and I am afraid that whether 
married or unmarried, we {hall find the vefture of 
terreftrial^xrftence more heavy and cumbruous, the 
longer it is worn. 

That they cenfiire themfelves for die indifcue- 
tion of their choice, is not a fuificient proof that 
they have chofen ill, fince we fee the fame difcon- 
tent at.every other part^of life which we cannot 
change. Conyerfe with almoft any man, grown 
•old in a profeffiorv and you will find hini regret- 
ting that he did not -enter into fame difeent 
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courfe, to which he too late finds his genius better 
adapted, or in which he difcorers that wealth and 
honour are more eafily attained. " The mer- 
" chant," fays Horace, " envies the foldier, and 
" the foldier recounts the felicity of the merchant y 
1 " the lawyer, when his clients harafs him, calls 
" out for the quiet of the countryman ; and the 
" countryman, when buftnefe calls him to town, 
* c proclaims' that there is no happinefs but amidft 
" opulence and crowds." Every man recounts the 
inconveniences of his own ftation, and thinks thofe 
of any other lefs, becaufe he has not felt them. 
Thus the married praife the eafe and freedom of a 
fingle ftate, and the fing^e fly to marriage from the 
wearinefc of folitude. From all our obfervations we 
may colle& with certainty, that mifery is the lot of 
man, but cannot difcover in what particular con* 
dition it will find moft alleviations ; or whether all 
external appendages are not, as we ufe them, die 
caufes either of good or ill. 

Whoever feels great pain, naturally hopes for eafe 
from change of pofture ; he changes it, and finds 
himfelf equally tormented : and of the fame kind 
are the expedients by which we endeavour to obviate 
or elude thofe uneafinefles, to which mortality will 
always be fubje&. It is not likely that the mar- 
ried ftate is eminently miferable, fince we fee fuch 
numbers, whom the death of their partners has fet 
free from it, entering it again. 
** Wives and hufbands ar.e, indeed, inceflantly 
complaining of each, other; and there would be 
reaibn for imagining that almoft every houfe was 
infefted with perverfenefe or oppreilkSn beyond hu- 
man fufferance, did we not know upon how fmaU 
occasions fome minds burft out into lamentations « 
N 5 and 
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and reproaches, and how naturally every animal 
* revenges his pain upon thofe wha happen to be near, 
without any nice examination of its caufe. We are 
always willing to fancy ourfelves within a little of 
happinefs, and when, with- repeated efforts, we 
cannot reach it, perfuade ourfelves that it is inter- 
cepted by an ill-paired mate, fince, if we could find 
any other obftaclej it would be ouc own, fault that 
~ it was not removed* 

Anatomifts have often remarked, that though 
our difeafes are fiifficiendy numerous and fevere, 
yet when we enquire into the ftrufture of the 
body, the tendernefe of fome parts, the minute- 
nefs of others, and the immenfe multiplicity of 
animal functions that muft concur to the health- 
ful and vigorous exercife of all our powers, mere 
^ appears reafon to wonder rather that we are preferv- 
ed fo long, than that we perifli fo foon, and that 
©ur frame fubfifts for a fingle day, or hour, with^ 
out diforder, rather than that it (bould be broken 
*>r obftrucl;ed by violence of. accidents, or. length of 
timei 

The feme reflection arifes in my mind, upon 
obfervatibn of the manner in which marriage is 
frequently contracted. When I fee the avaricious 
and crafty taking companions to their tables, and 
their beds, without any enquiry, but after farms 
and money ; or the giddy and though tlefs uniting 
themfelves for life to thofe whom they have only 
feen by the light of tapers at a ball ; when- parents 
make articles for their children, without enquiring 
after their confent ; when fome marry for/ heirs to 
difappoint their brothers, and others throw them- 
felves into the arms of thofe whom they do not 
love, becaufe they have found, themfelves reje&ed* 
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where they were more felicitous to pleafe ; when 
feme marry becaufe their fervants cheat them, 
. fome becaufe they fquander their own money, fome 
becaufe their houfes are peftered with company^ 
fome becaufe they will live like other people, and 
fome only becaufe they are fick of themfelves, I am 
not fo much inclined to wonder that marriage. is * 
fometimes unhappy, as that it appears fo little 
loaded with calamity ; and cannot but conclude 
that fociety has fomething in itfelf eminently agree- 
able to human nature, when I find its pleasures fo 
great that even the ill choice of a companion can. 
hardly overbalance them,- 

By the ancient cuftom of the Mufcovites, the 
men and women never faw each other till they 
were joined beyond the power of parting. It may 
be fufpe&ed that by this method many unfuitable 
matches were produced, and many tempers aflb- 
eiated that- were not qualified to give pleafure to 
each other. Yet, perhaps, among a people fo 
little delicate, where the paucity of gratifications',, 
and the uniformity of life gave no opportunity, for 
imagination to interpofe its objections, there was 
not much danger of capricious diflike, and while 
they felt neither cold nor hunger, they might live • 
quietly together, . without any thought of the defects ■ 
of one other. 

Amongft us, whom knowledge has made nice,, 
and affluence wanton, there are, indeed, more cau- 
tions tequifiteto fecure tranquillity ; and yet if we 
obfei ve the manner in which thofe coriverfe, who 
have Tingled out each other for marriage, we (hall, 
perhaps, not think that the Ruffians loft muclvby 
their reftraint. For the whole endeavour of both 
Rarties, during the time of courtlhip, is to* hindefr- 
N 6 themfelves* 
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themielves from being known, and to difguife their 
natural temper, and real defires, in hypocritical 
imitation, ftudted compliance, and continued affec* 
tation. . From the time that their love is avowed, 
neither fees the other but in a maik, and the cheat 
is managed often on both fides 'with fo much art, 
and difcovered afterwards with fo much abruptnefs, 
that each has reafon to fufpect that fome transform- 
ation has happened on the wedding-night, and that 
by a ftnmge impofture one has been courted, an4 
another married. 

I defire you, therefore, Mr. Rambler, to ques- 
tion all who fhall hereafter come to you with 
matrimonial complaints, concerning their beha- 
viour in. the time of courtfhip, aqd inform them 
that they are neither to wonder nor repine, when a 
contract begun with fraud has ended in dilappoint- 
ment. 

Numb. 46. Saturday, Jugu/i 25, i7$o, 

■■ Gcnuiy etproaws, et qua mm fecimus i$fi t 

Vix ta noftra voco. OVIB* 

Nought from my birth or anceftors I claim 5 

AH is my own, my honour and my mame, * 

To the RAMBLER. 
SIR, 

SI N C E I find that you have paid fo much 
regard to my complaints as to pubdifh them, 
I am inclined by vanity, or gratitude, to continue 
cur correfpopdence $ suad indeed!, without either 

of 
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of thefe motives, am glad of an opportunity to 
write, for I am not accuftomed to keep in any thing 
that fwells my heart, and have here none with whom 
I can freely converfe. While I am thus employed, 
fome tedious hours will flip away, and when I re- 
turn to watch the -clock, I fliall fii)d that I have dis- 
burdened myfelf of part of the day. 
> You perceive that I do not pretend to write with 
much confideration of any thing but my own con r 
venience ; and, not to conceal from you my real 
fentiments, the little time which I have fpent, 
againft my will, in folitary meditation, has not 
much contributed to my veneration for authors. 
I have now Sufficient reafan to fufpe& that, with 
all your {plendid profeflions of wifdom, and feem- 
ing regard for truth^ you have very little Sincerity | 
that you eitiier write what you do not think, and 
willingly impofe upon mankind, or that you take 
no care to think right, but while you fet up your- 
felves as guides, miflead your followers by credu- 
lity, or negligence ; that you produce to the pub- 
lick whatever notions you can ipecioufly maintain, 
or elegantly exprefs, without enquiring whether 
they are juft; and'tranfcribe hereditary falfehoods 
from old authors perhaps as ignorant and carelefs a$ 
yourfelves. 

Yoif may perhaps wonder that I exprefs myfelf 
with fo much acrimony on a queftion in which 
women are fuppofed to have very little intereft; 
and you afe likely enough, for I have feen many 
inftances of the faucinefs of fcholars, to tell me, 
that I am more property employed in playing with 
cay kittens, than in giving myfelf airs of criticifin, 
. ^ndcenfuring the learned. But you are miftaken, 
if you imagine that I ^m to be intimidated by 

your 
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your contempt, or filenced by your reproofe. As 
I read, I have a right to judge ; as I am injured^ I 
have a right to complain ; and thefe privileges; 
which I have pur-chafed at fo dear a rate, I (hall not 
eafily be perfuaded to reiign. 
• To read has, indeed, never been mybufinefs, 
but as there are-hours of leifure in the moft active 
life, I havepafled the fuperfluities of time, which 
the diverfions of the town left* upon my hands, in 
turning over a large colle&ion of tragedies' and 
romances, where, amongft other fentiments, com- 
mon to all authors of this clafs, I have found 
almoft every page filled with' the charms and hap- 
pinefs' of a country life; that' life to* which every 
ftatefmarr in the higheft elevation of his prosperity' 
is contriving to retire ; that life to which every tra- 
gick heroine in fome fcene or other wifties to have 
been born, and which is reprefented as a certain re- 
fuge from folly,, from anxiety, from paifion* and 
from guilt. 

" It was impoflible to reatf & many pafiionate ex- 
clamations, and foothing defcriptions, without 
feeling fo'me defire to enjoy the ftate in which all 
this felicity was to be enjoyed ; and therefore I 
received with' raptures the invitation of my good 
aunt, and expe&ed that by fome unknown influ- 
ence I (hould find all hopes and fears, jealoufies 
and competitions, vaniflifrom my heart upon my 
firft arrival at the feats of innocence and tranquil- 
lity ; that I {hould fleep in lialcyon bowers, and 
wander in elyfian gardens, where i (hould meet . 
with nothing but foe foftnefs of benevolence, the 
candour of fimplicity, arxk the cheerfulnefs of 
content ; where I {hould fee reafon exerting her 
lbvereignty aver life, without any interruptioa 

front* 
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from envy, avarice, or ambition,' and everyday 
pafling in fuch a manner as the fevereft wifdom 
fhould approve. 

This, Mr, Rambler, I telt you I expected, 
and this I had by an hundred authors been taught 
to expe&. By this expe&ation I was led hither, 
and hepe I live in perpetual, uneafinefs, without 
any other comfort .thait.that of hoping* to return, to 
London. 

Having, fmce I wrote my former letter, been 
driven, by the meie neceflity of efcaping from abfo- 
lute inactivity, to make myfelf more acquainted 
with the affairs and inhabitants of this place, I am 
now no longer an abfolute ftranger to rural conver- 
sation and employments, but am far from difco- 
vering in them more innocence or wifdom, than 
in the fentiments or conduct of thofe with whom 
I have paffed more cheerful and more fafhionable 
hours ^ 

It is common to reproach the tea-table, and the 
park, with giving opportunities and encourage- 
ment to fcandal. I cannot wholly clear them from 
the charge ; but muft, however, obferve; in favour 
of the modifli prattlers, that, if not by principle, 
we are. at leaft by 'accident, lefs guilty of defama- 
tion than the country ladies. For having greater 
numbers to obferve and cenfure, we are commonly 
content to charge them only with their own faults 
or follies, and feldom give way to malevolence, 
but fuch as arifes from ibme injury or affront* 
real or imaginary, offered to-ourfelves. But in thefe 
diftant provinces, where the fame families inhabit 
the fame houfes from age to age, they tranfmit and 
recount the faults of a whole fucceflion. I have 
been informed how every eftate in the neighbour*. 

hood 



Digitized by 



Googk 



tto THE RAMBLER. N° 4 6. 

hood was originally got, and find, if I may credit 
the accounts given me, that there is not a fingte 
acre in the hands of the right owner. I have been 
told of intrigues between beaus and toafts that 
have been now three centuries in their quiet 
graves, and am often entertained with traditional 
fcandal on perfons of, whofe names there would 
have been no remembrance, had they not com- 
mitted fomewhat that might difgrace their de- 
fcendents. 

In one of my vifits I happened to commend the 
air and dignity of a young lady, who had juft left 
the company ; upon which two grave matrons 
looked with great flinefs at each other, and the elder 
aflced me whether I had ever feeft the pi&ure of 
Henry the eighth. You may imagine that I did not 
immediately perceive, the propriety of the queftiori; 
but after having waited awhile for information, I 
was told that the lady's grandmother had a great 
great grandmother that was an attendant on Anna 
Bullen, and fuppofed to have been too much a fa- 
vourite of the king. 

If once there happens a quarrel between the prin- 
cipal perfons of two families, the malignity is con- 
tinued without end, and it is common for old maids 
to fall out about fome election, in which their 
grandfathers were competitors'; the heart-burn- 
ings of the civil war are not yet extinguifhed ; there 
are two families in the neighbourhood who have 
deftroyed each other's game from the time of Phi- 
lip and Mary ; and when an account came of an 
inundation, which had injured the plantations of 
a worthy gentleman, one of the hearers remark- 
ed, with exultation* that he might now have fome 
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notion of the ravages committed by his anceftors 
in their retreat from Bofwortru 

Thus malice and hatred defcend here with an 
inheritance, and it is neceflary to be well verfed 
in hiftory, that the various factions of this county 
may be underftood. You cannot expecl to be 
on good terms with families who are refolved to 
love nothing in common ; and, in feledYtng your 
intimates, you are perhaps to confider which party 
y*m moft favour in the barons wars. I have often 
4oft the good opinion of my aunt's vifitants by 
^confounding the interefts of York and Lancafter, 
and was once cenfured fox fitting filent when Wil- 
liam Hufus was called a tyrant. I have, however, 
,now thrown afide all pretences to circumfpe&ion, 
ibr I find it irripoflxhle in lefs than feven years to 
Jearn all the reqiiifite cautions. At London, if you 
know your company, and their parents, you are 
i&fe; but yau are here fufpe&ed of alluding to 
•die flips of great-grandmothers, and of reviving 
contefts which were decided in armour by the re- 
doubted knights of ancient times. I hope there- 
fore that you will not condemn my impatience, if 
J am weary of attending where nothing can be 
Jearned, and of quarreling where there is nothing 
to conteft, and that you will contribute to divert me 
while litay here by ibme facetious performance. 

I am, SIR, 

EUPHELIA* 
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Numb. 47. Tuesday, Auguft 28, 1750. 

S^uanquam bis folatiis acquiefcam t debilitor & frangor ' eadem ilia 
bumanitate qua me, ut bee iffum ptpnitterem- t induxit, non ideo 
tamen velim durior fieri: nee ignoro alios bujufmodi cafus nihil 
amflius vocariquam damnum ; toque fibi magnos bemines 6f fapi" 
tnttsvideri. Qui an magni Japcntcjquefint, nefcio: homines, non 

• funt. Hominis eft enim ajfici do/ore, jjtntire : refiftere tamen, & 
folatia admittcre; non folatiis non egere. PLIN. 

Thefe proceedings have afforded me fome comfort in my 
di&refs j notwith (landing which, I am ftill difpirited, 
and unhinged by the fame motives of humanity that in- 
duced me to grant fuch indulgences. However, I by 
no means wifli to become lefs fufceptible of tendernef&« 
I know thefe kind of misfortunes would be eftiraatedby 
other perfons only as common lofles, and from fuch 
fenfations they would conceive themfelves great and wife 
men. I fhall not determine either their greatnefs or their 
wifdom> ; but I am certain they have no humanity. It 
is- the part of a man to be affie&ed: with- grief ; to feej 

• forrow, at the fame time that he is to refill: \t, and to> 
admit of comfort. Earl of Orrery. 

OF the paffions with which the mind of man 
is agitated, i{ may be obferved, mat they 
naturally haften towards their own extin&ion, by 
inciting and quickening the attainment of their 
objects. Thus fear urges our flight, and defire 
animates our prbgrefs; and if there are fome 
which perhaps, may be indulged till they outgrow 
the good appropriated to their fatisfaftion, as it is* 
frequently obferved of avarice and ambition, , yet 
their immediate tendency, is to fome means of hap- 
pinefs really exifting, and generally within the pro- 
fpe£L The mifer always imagines that there is a 
certain fum that will fill his heart to the brim ; and. 
every ambitious man, like king Pyrrhus, has an 
acquifition in his thoughts that is to terminate 

his. 
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his labours, after which he fhall pafs the reft of his 
life in eafe or gaiety, in repofe or devotion. 

Sorrow is perhaps the only affection of the breaft 
that can be excepted from this general remark, and 
it therefore deferves the particular attention of thofe 
who have aflumed the arduous province of preferr- 
ing the balance of the mental conftitution. The 
other paflions are difeafes indeed, but they necef- 
farily direct us to their proper cure. A man at once 
feels the pain, and knows the medicine, to which he 
is carried with greater hafte as the evil which requires 
it is more excruciating, and cures himfelf by un- 
erring inftincT:, as the wounded ftags of Crete are 
related by iElian to have recourfe to vulnerary 
herbs. But for forrow* there is no remedy pro- 
vided by nature; k is often occafioned by acci- 
dents irreparable, and dwells upon objects that 
have lott or changed tlitrh cAifttiicc $ it acquires 
what it cannot hope, that the laws of the" umverfe 
fhould be repealed ; that the dead (hould return, 
*or the paft flipuld be recalled^ 

Sorrow is not that regret for -negligence or error 
which may anhnate us to future care or v activity, 
or that repentance of crimes for which, however 
irrevocable, our Creator has promifed to accept it 
as an atonement ; the pain which, arifes from thefe 
caufes has very, falutary effect, and is every hour 
extenuating itfelf by the reparation of thofe mif- 
carriages that produce it. Sorrow is properly that 
ftate of the mind in which our defires are fixed 
upon the paft, without looking forward to the 
future, an ihceflant wifh that fomethingwere. other- 
wife than it has been* . a tormenting and haraffing 
want of fome enjoyment or pofleffion which we 
have loft* and which no endeavours can poffibly 

regain*. 
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regain. Into fuch anguifli many have funk upon 
fome fudden diminution of their fortune, an un- 
expected hlaft of their reputation, pr the lofs of 
children or of friends. They have differed all fenfi- 
bility of pleafure to be deftroyed by a fingle Mow, 
have given up for ever the hopes of fubftitutmg 
any other object in the room of that which they 
lament, refigned their lives to gloom and defpond- 
ency, and worn themfelves out in unavailing 
niifery. 

Yet fo much is this paffion the natural confo- 
.quence of tendernefe and endearment, that, how- 
ever painful and however uielefc, it is juftiy »•» 
proachful not to feel it on fame occafions ; and 4b 
.widely and conftantly has it always prevailed, that 
.the laws of fame nations, and die cuftoms of others, 
have limited a time for the external appearances of 
gHef cau£ed by ±H« < jUfl »Uttiui* uf clotf; atUamcd, «iml 
the breach of domeftick union. 

It feeras determined, by the general (uffrage of 
. mankind, that farrow is to a certain point laudable, 
as the offspring of love, or at leaft pardonable as 
the effect of weaknefs ; but that it ought not to be 
iuffered to increafe by indulgence, but muft give ' 
way, after a ftated time, to facial duties, and the 
common avocations of life. It is at firft unavoid- 
. able, and therefore muft be allowed, whether with 
or without our choice ; it may afterwards be ad- 
mitted as a decent and .affectionate teftimony of 
kindnefc and efteem ; fomething will be extorted 
by nature, and fomething may be given to the worlJ. 
But all beyond the burfts of paffion, or die forms 
of folemnity, is not only ufelefs, but culpable; 
for we have no right to facrifice, to the vain longings 
of affection, that time which providence allows us 
for the tafk of our ftation.. 

Yet 
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Yet it too often happens that forrow, thus law- 
fully entering, gains fuch a firm pofleffion of the 
mind, that it is not afterwards to be ejected ; the 
mournful ideas, firft violently imprefled, and after- 
wards willingly received, fo much engrofs the at* 
tention, as to predominate in every thought, to 
darken gaiety, and perplex ratiocination. An ha- 
bitual fadnefs feizes upon the foul, and the faculties 
are chained to a fingle object, which can never be 
contemplated but with hopelefs uneafinefs. 

From this ftate of dejection it is very difficult to 
rife to checrfulnefs and alacrity, and therefore many 
who have laid down rules of intellectual health* 
think prefervatives eafier than remedies, and teach 
us not to truft ourfelves with favourite cnjoy- 

* ments, not to indulge the luxury of fondnefs, but to 
keep our minds always fufpended in fuch indifference, 
that we may change the objects about us without 
emotion. 

An exact compliance with this rule might, per- 

* haps, contribute to tranquillity, but furely it would 
never produce happinefs. He that regards none fo 
much as to be afraid of lofmg them, muft live for 
ever without the gentle pleafures of lympathy and 
confidence j he muft feel no melting fondnefs, no 
warmth of benevolence, nor any of thofe honed 
joys which nature annexes to the power of pleafing. 
And as no man can juftly claim. more tendernefs 
than he pays, he muft forfeit his {hare in that offi- 
cious and watchful kindnefe which love only can 
dictate, and thofe lenient endearments by which 
love only can foften life. He may juftly be over- 
looked and neglected by fuch as have more warmth 
in their heart; for who would be the friend of 
him, whom, with whatever affiduity he may be 

courted, 
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courted, and with whatever fervices obliged, his 
principles will not fuffer to make equal returns, and 
who, when you have exhaufted all the inftances of 
good will, can only be prevailed on not to be an. 
enemy ? 

An attempt to preferve life in a ftate of neutrality 

and indifference, is unreafonable and vain. If by 

excluding joy we could fhut out grief, the fcheme 

\ would deferve very ferious attention; but fince, 

\ however we may debar ourfelves from happinefs 

/ mifery will find its way at many inlets, and the af- 

\ faults of pain will force our regard, though we may 

| withhold" it from the invitations of pleafure, we may 

I furely endeavour to raife life above the middle point 

I of apathy at one time, fince it will neceflarily fink 

^below it at another. 

But though it cannot be reafcnable not to gain 
happinefs for fear of lofing it, yet it rnuft be con- 
fefied, that in proportion to the pleafure of poflef- 
fion, will be for fome time our forrow for the lofsj. 
it is therefore the province of the moralift to en- 
quire whether fuch pains may not quickly give way 
to mitigation. Some have thought that the moft 
certain way to clear the heart from its embarraff- 
ment is to drag it by force into fcenes of merri- 
ment. Others imagine, that fuch a tranfition is 
too violent, and recommend rather to (both it into 
tranquillity, by making it acquainted with miferies 
more dreadful and amiftive, and diverting to the 
calamities of others the regard which we are 
inclined to fix too clofely upon our own mif- 
fortunes. ♦ 

It may be doubted whether either of thofe re- 
medies will be fufficiently powerful. The efficacy 
of mirth it is not always eafy tp try, and the in- 
dulgence 
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dulgence of melancholy may be fufpe&ed to be one 
of thofe medicines, which will deftroy, if it hap- 
pens not to cure. 

The fafe and general antidote againft fofrowj is 
employment. It , is commonly obferved, that 
among foldiers and feamen, though there is much 
kindnefs, there is little grief; they fee their friend 
foil without any of that lamentation which is in- 
dulged in fecurity and idlenefs, becaufe they have 
no leifure to fpare from the care of themfelves ; and 
whoever thall keep his thoughts equally bufy, will 
find himfelf equally unattested with irretrievably . 
lofles. 

Time is obferved generally to wear out forrow, 
and its effefts might doubtlefs be accelerated by 
quickening the fucceffion, and enlarging the variety 
of obje&s. 

Si tempore longo 
Leniri poterlt luclus, tu fperne morari, 
Qui fap'tetjibi temput erit, ■ GROTIUS, 

'Tis long ere time can mitigate your grief 5 

To wifdom fly, me quickly brings relief. F. Lewis • 

Sorrow is a kind of ruft of the foul, which every ) 

new idea contributes in its paflage to fcour away. y 

It is the putrefa&ion of ftagnant life, and is reme-. f 

died by exercife and motion. J 
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Numb. 4S. Saturday, S*pt. 1, 1750. - 

No* efl invert, fed ttatere, visa* , Mart. 

For life is not to live, but to be well. Elphinston. 

AM ON G the innumerable follies, by which we 
lay up in our youth repentance and remorfe 
for the fucceeding part "of our lives, there is fcarce 
any againft which warnings are of lefe efficacy* than 
the negleft of health. When the fprings of motion 
are yet elaftick, when the heart bounds with vigour, 
and the eye fparkles with fpirit, it is with difficulty 
that we are taught to conceive the imbecility that 
every hour is bringing upon us, or to imagine that 
the nerves which are now braced with (o much 
ftrength, and the limbs which play with fo much 
adtivky, will lofe all their power under the gripe 
of time, relax with numbnefs, and totter with 
debility. 

To the arguments which have been ufed againft 
complaints under the muerks of life, the. philoso- 
phers have, I think, forgot to add the incredulity 
of thofe to whom we recount our fufferings. ^ But if 
the purpofe of lamentation be to excite* pity, it is 
furely fuperfluous for age and weaknefs to tell fheir 
plaintive ftories ; for pity prefuppofes fympathy, 
and a little attention will {hew them, that thofe 
who do not feel pain, feldom think that it is felt ; 
and a (hort recolle&ion will inform almoft every 
man, that he is only repaid the infult which he has 
given, fince he may remember how often he has 
mocked infirmity, laughed at its cautions, and cen- 
fured its impatience. 

7 The 
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The valetudinarian race have made the care of 
health ridiculous by fuffering it to prevail over all 
other confiderations, as the mifer has brought fru- 
gality into contempt, by permitting the love of mo- 
ney not to (hare, but to engrofe his mind : they 
both err alike, by confounding the means with die 
end ; they graip at health only to-be well, as at mo- 
ney only to be rich ; and forget that every terreftrial 
advantage is chiefly valuable, as it furniihes abilities 
for the exercife of virtue. 

Health rs indeed fo neceffary to all the duties, as 
well as pleaftires of hfe, that the crime of fquan- 
dering it is equal to the folly ; and he that for a fliort 
gratification brings weaknefs and difeafes upon 
himfelf, and for the pleafure of a few years pafled 
in the tumults of diverfion, and clamours of merri- 
ment, condemns the maturer and more experienced 
part of his life to' the chamber and the couch, may 
be juftly reproached, not only as a fpendthrift of 
his own happinefs, but as a robber of the pub- 
lick; as a wretch that has voluntarily difqualified 
himfelf for the bufinefs of his ftation, and refined 
that part which providence affigns him in the gene- 
ral talk of human nature. 

There are perhaps very few conditions more to 
be pitied than that of an active and elevated mind, 
labouring under the weight of a diftempered body ; 
the time of fuch a man is always fpent in forming 
fchemes, which a change of wind hinders him from 
executing, his powers fume away in projects and 
in hope, and the day of aftion never arrives. He 
lies down delighted with the thoughts of to-mor- 
row, pleafes his ambition. with the fame he fhall 
acquire, or his benevolence with the good he (hall 
confer. ' But in the night the fkies are overcaft, the 

Vol. I. O temper 
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temper of the air is changed, he wakes In languor, 
impatience, and diftra&ion, and has no longer any 
wifli but for eafe, nor any. attention but to mifery- 
It may be laid that difeafe generally begins that 
equality which death completes j the diftin&ioas 
which fet one man fo much. above another are very 
little perceived in the gloom of a fick chambe^ 
where it will be vain to expecl; entertainment from 
the gay, or inftru&ion from the wife ; where all 
human # glory is obliterated, the wit is clouded, 
.the reafoner perplexed, and the hero fubdued ; 
where the higheft and brighteft of mortal beings 
finds nothing left him but the confcioufoefs of 
innocence. 

There is among the fragments of the Greek 
poets a fhort hymn to Health, in which her power 
of exalting the happinefs of life, of heightening the 
gifts of fortune, and adding enjoyment to pofleC- 
iion, is inculcated with fo much force and beauty, 
that no one, who has ever languifhed under the 
difcomforts and infirmities of a lingering difeafe, 
can read it without feeling the images dance in his 
heart, and adding from his own experience new vi- 
gour to the wifli, and from his own imagination 
new colours to the picture. The particular occafion 
of this little compofition is not known, but it is 
probable that the author had been fick, and in the 
firft raptures of returning vigour addrefled Health 
in the following manner : 

Mrnx an vctioifju 
To fatpe/Atfoir /Sioto;* 
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JLi yap T*f S -arA^xa ;ga£K { rexity, 
Tag iv$xi(4ov6<; r «yO^«7ro»$ 

"0,1)5 X£v$i<nq A^oJtT>i? ipvcnr Sfigwoftftp 
H fX Ttf «AA« $podf » avfyuiroiq TtgH'iip 

Met* £V° jatasxa^f* '¥y£fi»«, 

Zsflfi* ^6 %^K> '<*&*$ it/JiflMfuw -orsAfU * • 

Healthy mqft venerable of the powers of heaven! 
With thee may the remaining part of my life be pajfed> 
par do thou refufe to blefs me with thy refidence. For 
whatever there is of beauty or of pleasure in wealth, in 
defendants, or infovereign command, ihe higheft fum- 
mit of human enjoyment, or in thofe objects of defire 
which we endeavour to chafe into the toils of love \ 
- whatever delight, or whatever folace is granted by the 
celeftials, to foften our fatigues, in thy prefence, thou 
parent of happinefs, all thofe joys fpread out and 
flour ijh\ in thy prefence blooms the Jpring of pleafure > 
and without thee no man is happy. 

Such is the power of health, that without its 
jco-operation every other comfort is torpid and life- 
Jefs* as the powers of vegetation without the fun, 
And yet this blifs is commonly thrown away in 
thoughtlefs negligence, or in foolifh experiments 
on our own ftrength ; we let it perifli without re- 
membering its value, or wafte it to fliow how 
much we have to fpare ; it is fometimes given up 
to the management of levity and chance, and 
ibmetimes fold for the applaufe of jollity and de- 
bauchery. 

O z Health 
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Health is equally neglected, and with equalim- 
propriety, by the votaries of bufmefs and die fol- 
lowers of pleafure. Some men ruin the fabrick of 
their bodies by inceflant revels, and others by in- 
temperate ftudies; feme batter it by excels, and 
others fcp it by inactivity. To the noify route of 
bacchanalian rioters, it will be to little purpofe that 
advice is offered, though it requires no great abili- 
ties to prove, that he lofes pleafure who lofes 
health -, their clamours are too loud for the whif- 
pers of caution, and they run the courfe of life 
with too much precipitance to flop at the call of 
wifdom. Nor perhaps will they that are bufied in 
adding thoufands to thoufands, pay much regard to 
him that (hall direS them to haften more (lowly 
to their wilhes. Yet fince lovers of money are 
generally cool, deliberate, and thoughtful, they 
might furely confider, that the greater good ought 
not to be facrificed to the lefs. Health is certainly 
more valuable than money, becaufe it is by health 
that money is procured ; but thoufands and mil- 
lions are of fmall avail to alleviate the protracted 
tortures of the gout, to repair the broken organs 
of fenfe, or refufcitate the powers of digeftion. 
Poverty is, indeed, an evil from which we natu- 
rally fly; but let us not run from one enemy 
to another, nor take fhelter in the arms of 
ficknefe. 

■ Frcjtcere animatn I quam ixil}ent other e in *lf 
Nunc &? pauper im, & duros tolerare labvrti ! 

For healthful indigence in vain they pray, 

In queft of wealth who throw their lives away. 

Thofe who lofe their health in an irregular and 
impetuous purfuit of literary accompliihments are 

7 y* 
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yet lefe to be excufed \ for they ought to know that 
the body is not forced beyond its ftrength, but with 
•the lofs of more vigour than is proportionate to the 
effe& produced. Whoever takes up life before^ 
hand, by depriving himfelf of reft and refrefhment, 
muft not only pay back the hours, but pay them 
back with ufury ; and for the gain of a few months 
but half enjoyed, muft give up years to the lift r 
leflhefs of languor, and the implacability of pain. 
They whofe endeavour is mental excellence, will 
learn perhaps too late, how much it is endan- 
gered by difeafes of the body, and find that know- 
ledge may eaiily be loft in the ftarts of melancholy, 
the flights of impatience, and the peevifluiefe of 
decrepitude* 

Numb. 49. Tuesday, September^ 1750, 

JViwi omnit mortar 9 muhaque pan met 

Vitabit Libltinam, ufjue ego pofiera 

Crefcam laude recens. HOR. 

Whole Horace (hall not die j his fongs (hall fave 

The greateft portion from the greedy grave. Creech. 

TH E firft motives of human actions are thofe 
appetites which providence has given to man 
in common with the reft of the inhabitants of the 
earth. Immediately after our. birth, thirft and 
hunger incline us to the breaft, which we draw 
by inftinft, like other young creatures, and when 
we are fatisfied, we exprefs our uneafmefs by im- 
portunate and inceffant cries, till we have obtained a 
place or pofture proper for repofe. 

O 3 The 
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The ne?rt call that roufe$ us from a ftate of in- 
activity, is that of our paffions ; we quickly begin 
to be fenfible of hope and fear, love and hatred* 
defire and averfion ; thefe arifing from the power 
of comparifon and refle&ion, extend their range 
wider, as our reafon flrengthens, and our know- 
ledge enlarges. At firft we have no thought of 
pain, but when we actually feel it; we afterwards, 
begin to fear ^ it, yet not before it approaches us 
very nearly ; but by degrees we dhcover it at a 
greater diftance, and find it lurking in remote 
confequences. Our terror in time improves inta 
caution, and we learn to look round with vigilance 
and folicitude, to ftop all the avenues at which 
mifery can enter, and to perform or endure many 
things in themfelves toilfome and unpleafing, becaufe 
we know by reafenv or by experience, that our la- 
bour will be overbalanced by the reward, that it 
will either procure fome pofitive good, or avert feme 
'evif greater than itfeif. 

But as the foul advances to a fuller exercife of 
its powers, the animal appetites, and the paffions 
immediately arifing from them, are not fufficient 
to find it employment j the wants of nature are 
foon fupplied, the fear of their return is eafily pre* 
eluded, and fomething more is neceflary to relieve 
the long intervals of inactivity, and to give thofe 
faculties, which cannot lie wholly quiefcent, fome 
particular direction. For this reafon, new defines 
and artificial paffions are by degrees produced; 
and, from having wifhes only in confequence of 
our wants, we begin to feel wants in confequence 
of bur wifhes ; we perfuade ourfelves to fet a value 
upon things which are of no ufe, but becaufe we 
have agreed to value them; thmgs which ca* 
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neither fatisfy hunger, nor mitigate pain, nor fecure 
us from any real calamity, and which, therefore, 
we find of no efteem among thofe nations whofe 
artlefs and barbarous manners keep them always 
anxious for the neceflaries of life. 

This is the original of avarice, vanity, ambition, 
and generally of all thofe defires which arife from 
die comparison of our condition with that of others. 
He that thinks himfelf poor, becaufe his neighbour 
is richer ; he that, like Cseiar, would rather be the 
firft man of a village, than the fecond in the capi- 
tal of the world, has apparently kindled in himfelf 
defires which he never received from nature, and 
*&s upon principles eftablifhed only by the autho- 
rity of cuftom. 

. Of thofe adfcititious paffipns, feme, as avarice 
and envy, are univerfally condemned ; feme, as 
friendship and curiofity, generally praifed; but 
there are others about which the fuffrages of the 
wife are divided, and of which it is doubted, whe- 
ther they tend moil; to promote the happinefs, or 
increafe the miferies of mankind. 

Of this ambiguous and difputable kind is the 
love of fame, a defire of filling the minds of others 
with admiration,^ and of being celebrated by gene- 
rations to come with praiies which we fhali not 
hear. This ardour has been confidered by fotne, 
as nothing better than fplendid madnefv as a 
flame kindled by pride, and fanned by folly ; for 
what, fay they, can be more remote from wifdom, 
than to direct all our actions by the hope of that 
which is not to exift till we ourfelves are in the; 
grave ? To pant after that which can never be pof- 
fefled, and of which the value thus wildly put 
upon it, arifes front this particular condition, that, 
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during life, it is not to be obtained ? To gain the 
favour, and hear the applaufes of our contempora- 
ries, is indeed equally defirable with any other pre- 
rogative of fuperiority, beeaufe fame may be of 
ufe to fmooth the paths of life, to terrify oppofi- 
tion, and fortify tranquillity ; but to what end 
{hall we be the darlings of mankind, when we cari 
no longer receive any benefits from their favour ? 
It is more reasonable to wifli for reputation, while 
it may yet be enjoyed, as Anacreon, calls upon 
his companions to give him for prefent ufe the j 
wine and garlands which they purpofe to beftow | 
upon his tomb, I 

The advocates for the love of fame allege in its 
vindication, that it is a paffion natural and univer- 
fal ; a flame lighted by heaven, and always burning 
with greateft vigour in the nioft enlarged and 
elevated minds. That the defire of being praifed 
by pofterity implies a refolution to deferve their 
praifes, and that the folly charged upon it, is only 
a noble and difinterefted generofity, which is not 
felt, and therefore not underftood, by thofe who 
have been always accuftomed to refer every thing 
to themfelves, and whofe felfifhnefs has contract- 
ed their underftandings. That the foul of man, 
formed for eternal life, naturally fprings forward 
beyond the limits of corporeal exiftence, and re- 
joices to confider herfelf as co-operating with fu- 
ture ages, and as co-extended with endlefe dura- 
tion. That the reproach urged with fo much 
petulance, the reproach of labouring for what can- 
not be enjoyed, is founded on an opinion which 
may wrth great probability be doubted ; for fince 
we fuppofe the powers of the foul to be enlarged 
by its reparation, why fhould we conclude that its 
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knowledge of fublunary tranfa&ions is contra&ed 
or extinguiflied ? 

Upon an attentive and impartial review of the 
argument, it will appear that the love of fame is to 
be regulated rather than ex*mgui(hed ; and that men 
ihould be taught not to be wholly carekfs about 
their memory, but to endeavour that they, may be 
remembered chiefly for their virtues, fince no other 
reputation will be able to tranfmit any pleafure be- 
yond the grave. 

It is evident that fame, confidered merely as the 
immortality of a name, is not lefs likely to be the 
reward of bad a6tions than of good ; he therefore 
has no certain principle for the regulation of- his 
conduft, whofe Tingle aim is not to be forgotten. 
And hiftory will inform, us, that this blind and un- 
diftinguifhed appetite of renown has always been 
uncertain in its effe£ls, and.dire&ed by accident or 
opportunity, indifferently to the benefit or devafta- 
tion of the world. When Themiftocles complained 
that the trophies of Miltiades hindered him from 
fleep, he was animated by them to perform the fame 
fervices in the fame caufe. * But Caefar, when he 
wept at the fight of Alexander's pidlure, having no 
honeft opportunities of aftion, let his ambition 
break out to the ruin of his country. 

If, therefore, the love of fame is fo far indulged 
by the mind as to become independent and predo- 
minant, it is dangerous and irregular ; but it may 
be ufefully employed as an inferior and fecondary 
motive, and will ferve fometimes to revive our 
a&ivity, when we begin to languifh and lofe fight 
of that more certain, more valuable, and more 
durable reward, which ought always to be our firft 
hope and our laft. But it mult be ftrongly im- 
O 5 preffed 
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preffed upon our minds, that virtue is not to be 
purfued as one of the means to fame, but fame to 
be accepted as the only recompence which mor- 
tals can beftow on virtue ; to be accepted with 
complacence, but not fought with eagernrfs. 
Simply to be remembered is no advantage ; it is a 
privilege which fatire as weB as panegyrkk can 
confer, and is not more enjoyed by Titus or Con- 
ftantine, than by Timocreon of Rhodes, of whom 
we only know from his epitaph, that be bad eaten 
many a mealy drank many afiaggon y and uttered many 
n reproach. 

The true fatisfa&ion which is to be drawn from 
.the confcioufhefs that we {hall fhare the attention of 
future times, muft arife from the hope, that, with 
our name, our virtues will be propagated; and 
that thofe whom we cannot benefit in our lives, may 
receive inftru&ion from our examples, and incite- 
ment from our renown- 



Digitized by 



Googk 



N # 5o. THE RAMBLER. %<& 

Numb. 50. Saturday, Sept. 8, 1750. 

Crtdtbant hoc grand* nefas, et tnorte ptandum, 

Si juvenis vetufo nan affurrtxerat, atque 

Barbato cuicwtque pur, licet ipfe viderct 

P/ura domt fraga> tt majorat glandit actrvos. Jv V. 

And had not men the hoary head rever'd, 
And boy* paid rev'rence when a man appear'd, 
Both rauft have died, tbo' richer fluns they wore, 
And fa w more heaps of acorns in their ftore. C&EECtf • 

I HAVE always thought it the bufinefs of thofe 
who turn their fpeculations upon the living 
world, to commend the virtues, as well as to ex- 
pofe the faults of their contemporaries, and to 
confute a falfe as well as to fupport a juft accufa- 
tton ; not only becaufe it is peculiarly the bufi- 
nefs of a monitor to keep his own reputation, 
untainted, left thofe who can once charge him 
with partiality, fhould indulge themfelves after- 
wards in difbelieving him at pleafure • but be- 
caufe he may find real crimes fuf&cient to give 
full employment to caution or repentance, without 
dittra&ing the mind by needlefs fcruples and vain 
folicitudes. 

There are certain fixed and ftated reproaches 
that one part of mankind has in all ages thrown, 
upon another, which, are regularly tranfmitted 
through continued fucceffions, and which he that 
has once fuffered them is certain to ufe with the 
feme undiftinguifhing vehemence, when he has 
changed his ftation, and gained the^prefcriptive right 
of inflicting on others, what he had formerly en- 
dured himfelf, 
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To thefe hereditary imputations, of which no 
man fees the juftke, till it becomes his intercft to 
fee it, very little regard is to be (hewn ; fince it 
does not appear that they are produced by ratiocina- 
tion or enquiry, but received implicitly, or caught 
by a kind of inftantaneous contagion, and fupported 
rather by willingnefs to credit than ability to prove 
them. 

It has been always the practice of thofe who 
are defirous to believe themfelves made venerable 
by length of time, to cenfure the new comers into 
life, for want of refpeft to grey hairs and fage 
experience, for heady confidence in their own un- 
derftandings, for hafty conclufions upon partial 
views, for difregard of connfels, which their fethers 
and grandfires are ready to afford them, and a re- 
bellious impatience of that fubordination to which 
youth is condemned by nature, as neceflary to its 
fecurity from evils into which it would be otherwife 
precipitated, by the raihnefs of paffion, and the 
Mindnefs of ignorance. 

Every old man complains of the growing depra- 
vity of the worlds of the petulance and infolence of 
the rifing generation. He recounts the decency 
and regularity of former times, and celebrates the 
difcipline and fobriety of the age in which his youth 
was palTed ; a happy age which is now no more to 
be expected, fince conftjfion has broken in upon the 
world, and thrown down all the boundaries of 
civility and reverence. 

It is not fufficiently confidered how much he 
affumes who dares to claim the privilege of com- 
plaining: for as every man has, in his own 
opinion, a full (hare of the miferies of life, he is 
inclined tq confider all clamorous uneafinefs, as a 
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^4t proof of impatience rather than of affii&ion, and 
V to afk, What merit has this, man to (how, by 
which he has acquired a right to repine at the dis- 
tributions of nature ? Or, why does he imagine that 
exemptions (hould be granted him from the general 
condition of man ? We find ourfelves excited rather 
to captioufnefs than pity, and inftead of being in 
hafte to footh his complaints by fympathy and 
tendernefs, we enquire, whether the pain be pro- 
portionate to the lamentation ; and whether, fup- 
pofing the affliction real, it is not the effedt of vice 
and folly, rather than calamity. 

The queruloufnefs and indignation which is 
obferved fo often to disfigure the laft fcene of life, 
naturally leads us to enquiries like thefe. For 
furely it will be thought at the firft view of things, 
that if age be thus contemned and ridiculed, infult- 
ed and negle&ed, the crime muft at leaft be equal 
on either part. They who have had opportunities 
of eftablifhing their authority over minds du&ile and 
unrefifting, they who have been the prote&ors of 
helpleflhefs, and the inftru&ors of ignorance, and 
who yet retain in their own hands the power of 
wealth, and the dignity of .command, muft defeat 
their influence by their own mifconduft, and make 
ufe of all thefe advantages with very little fkill, if 
they cannot fecure to themfelves an appearance of 
refpeft, and ward off* open mockery, and declared 
contempt. 

The general ftory of mankind will evince, that 
lawful and fettled authority is very feldom refifted 
when it is well employed. Grofs corruption, or 
evident imbecility, is neceflary to the fuppreflion 
of that reverence with which the anajority.of 
mankind look upon their governors, on thofe 
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whom they fee farroundecf by ^fendour, and for- 
tified by power. For though men are drawn by 
their paffions into- forgedulnefo of invifible re- 
wards and punifhments, yet they are eafily kept 
obedient to thofe who have temporal dominion in 
their hands, till their veneration is diffipated by Rich 
wickednefs and folly as can neither be defended nor 
concealed. 

It may, therefore, very reafonaWy be fufpe&ecf 
that the old draw upon themfelves the greateft part 
of thofe mfolts, whkh they fo much lament, 
and that age is rarely defphed but when it is con- 
temptible. If men imagine that excefe of de- 
bauchery can be made reverend by time, that know- 
ledge is the confequence of long life however idly 
and thoughtlefsly employed, that priority of birth 
Will fupply the want of fteadinefs or honefty, can it 
raife much wonder that their hopes are difappoint- 
ed, and that they fee their pofterity rather willing 
to truft their own eyes in their progreft into life, 
than enlift themfelves under guides who have loft 
their way ? 

There are, indeed, many truths which time 
neceffarily and certainly teaches, and which might, 
by thofe who have learned them from experience, 
be cpmmunicated to their fucceflbrs at a cheaper 
rate : but di&ates, though liberally enough bellow- 
ed, are generally without effe£t, ^the teacher gains 
few profelytes by inftru&ion which his own beha-^ 
viour Gontradi&s ; and young men mifs the benefit 
of counfel, becaufe they are not very ready to believe 
that thofe who fall below them in pra&ice, can 
much excel them in theory. Thus the progrefs of 
knowledge is retarded, the world, is kept long in the 
fame ftate, and every new race is to gain the pru- 
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dence of their predeceflbrs by committing and re- 
drafting the fame mifcarriages. 

To fecure to die old that influence which they are 
willing to claim, and which might fo much contri- 
bute to the improvement of the arts of life, it is 
ftbfolutely neceflary that they give themfelves up to 
the duties of declining years ; and contentedly re- 
fign to youth its levity, its pleafures, its frolicks, 
and its fopperies. It is a hopekis -endeavour to 
unite the contrarieties of fpring and winter ; it is 
unjuft to claim the privileges of age, and retain the 
playthings of childhood. The young always form 
magnificent ideas of the wifdom and gravity of 
men, whom they confider as placed at a diftance 
from them in the ranks of exiftence, and naturally 
look on thofe whom they find trifling with long 
beards, with contempt and indignation, like that 
which women feel at the effeminacy of men. If 
dotards will contend with boys in thofe performances 
in which boys muft always excel them ; if they 
will drefs crippled limbs in embroidery, endeavour 
at gaiety with fiuiltering voices; and darken aflem- 
blies of pleafure with the ghaftlinefs of difeafe, they ' 
may well expe& thofe who find their diverfions ob- 
ftru&ed will hoot them away ; and that if they de- 
fcend to competition with youth, they muft bear 
the infolence of fuccefsful rivals. 

Luftfti fatis, edijh fatit tUfue bibifti : 

Tempus abire tibi eft. 

You've had your mare of mirth, of meat and drink : 

*Tis time to quit the fcene— 'tis time to think. . 

Elphinston, 

Another vice of age, by which the' rifing ge- 
neration may be alienated from it, is feverity and 
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cenforioufiiefs, that gives no allowance to the 
failings of early life, that expects artfulnefs from 
childhood, and conftancy from youth, that is 
peremptory in every command, and inexorable to 
every failure. There are many who live merely to 
hinder happinefs, and whofe defendants can only 
tell of long life, that it produces fufpicion, ma- 
lignity, peevifhnefs, and persecution : and yet even 
theie tyrants can talk of the ingratitude of the age, 
curfe their heirs for impatience, and wonder that 
young men cannot take pleafure in their father's 
company. 

He that would pais the latter part of life with ho- 
nour and decency, muft, when he is young, con- 
fider that he (hall one day be old ; and remember, 
when he is old, that he has once been young. In 
youth he muft lay up knowledge for his fupport, 
when his powers of acting fhall forfeke him ; and in 
age forbear to animadvert with rigour on faults 
which experience only can correct. 
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Numb. 51. Tuesday, Sept. 10, 1750. 

1 

■ ' Stultus labor eft imptiarum, MART. 

How foolifh is the toil of trifling cares ! ELPHIN stoh.^ 

To the RAMBLER. 

S I R, 

AS you have allowed a place in your paper to 
Euphelia's letters from the country, and 
appear to think no form of human life unworthy 
of your attention, I have refolved, after many 
. ftruggles with idlenefs and diffidence, to give you 
fome account of my entertainment in this fober 
feafon of univerfal retreat, and to defcribe to you 
the employments of thofe who look with con- 
tempt on the pleafures and diverfions of polite 
life, and employ all their powers of cenfure and 
inventive upon the ufeleflhefs, vanity, and folly, 
of drefs, vifits, and converfation. 

When a tirefome and vexatious journey of four 
days had brought me to the houfe, where invi- 
tation, regularly fent for feven years together, , 
had at lait induced me, to pafs the fttmraer, I wu* 
.furprifed, after the civilities of my firft reception, 
to find, inftead of the leifure and tranquillity* 
which a rural life always promifes, and, if well 
condu&ed, might always afford, a confined wild* 
nefs of care, and a tumultuous hurry: of. dili- 
gence, by which every face was clouded, and 
.every motion agitated. The old lady, who was 
>my father's relation, was, indeed, very full of 
the happineis which Ihe received from my vifrt, 
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and, according to the forms of obfolete breeding, 
infifted that I fliould . recom pence the long delay 
of my company with a promife not to leave her 
till winter. But, amidft all her kindnefs and ca- 
refles, {he very frequently turned her head afide, 
and whifpered, with anxious earneftnefs, fome order 
to her daughters, which never failed to fend them 
out with unpolite precipitation. Sometimes her 
impatience would not fuffer her to ftay behind ; flie 
begged my pardon, flae muft leave me for a mo- 
ment j flie weut^ and returned and fat down again, 
but was again difturbed by fome new care, di£* 
mined her daughters with the fame trepidation, 
and followed them with the fame countenance of 
bufinefs and folicitude. 

However I was alarmed at this (how of eager- 
tiefe and difturbance, and however my curiofity 
was excited by fuch bofy preparations as naturally 
Jproniifed fome great event, I was yet too much 
a ftranger to gratify myfelf with enquiries 5 but 
finding none of the family m mourning, I pleafed 
myfelf with imagining that I fliould rather fee a 
wedding than a' funeral. 

At laft we fat down to fupper, when I was in- 
formed that one of the young ladies, after whom 
I thought myfelf obliged to enquire, was under 
a neceflity of attending fome affair that could not 
be negle&ed : Soon afterward my relation began 
to talk of the regularity of her family, and the 
inconvenience of London hours 5 and at laft let 
me know that they had purpofed that night to go 
to bed fooner than was uiual, becaufe they were 
to rife early in the morning to make cheeiecakes* 
This hint fent me to my chamber, to which I 
was accompanied by all the ladies,, who begged 
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me to excufe feme large fieves of leaves and 
flowers that covered two thirds of the floor, for 
they intended to diflil them when they were dry, < 
and they had no other room that To conveniently 
received the rifing fun. 

The fcent of the plants hindered me from reft, 
and therefore I We early in the morning with a 
refolution to explore my new habitation. I ftdie 
unpercetved by my bufy coufins into the garden, 
where I found nothing either more great or ele- 
gant, than in the fame number of acres culti- 
Vate'd for the market. Of the gardener I foori 
learned that his lady was the greateft manager in 
that part of the country, and that I was come 
hither at the time in which I might learn to make 
more pickles and conferves, than could be feen at 
aay other houfe a-hundred miles round. 
• It was not long before her ladyfhip gave m6 
fofScient opportunities of knowing her character, 
for me was too much pleated with her own ae- 
compliftiments to conceal them, and took occa> 
fion, from fome fweetmeats which fhe fet next 
day upon the table, to difcourfe for two long 
hours upon robs and gellies; laid down the beft 
methods of conferving, referving, and preferving 
all forts of fruit ; told us with great contempt of 
the London lady/ in the neighbourhod, by whom 
thefe terms were very often confounded; and 
hinted how much fhe mould be afhamed to fet be- 
fore company, at her own houfe, fweetmeats of fa 
dark a colour as (be had often feen at miftrefe 
Sprightly's. 

It is, indeed, the great bufinefe of her Kfe, to 
watch the fldllet on the fire, to fee it fimmef 
With the due degree of heat* and to {hatch k off 
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at the moment of projection; and the employ- 
ments to which fhe has bred her daughters, are 
to turn rofe-leaves in the {hade, to pick out the 
feeds of currants with a quill, to gather fruit 
without bruifing it, and to extract bean-flower 
water for the flrin. Such are the taiks with which 
every day, fince I came hither, has begun and 
ended, to which the early hours of life are facri- 
ficed, and in which that time k paffing away which 
never (hall return. 

But to reafon or expoftulate are hopelefs at*, 
tempts. The lady has fettled her opinions, and 
maintains the dignity of her own performances 
with all the firmnefs of ftupidity accuftomed to 
be flattered. Her daughters having never feen 
any houfe but their own, believe their mother'* 
excellence on her own word. Her hufband is a 
mere fportfman, who is pleafed to fee his table 
well furnifhed, and thinks the day fufficiently fuc- 
cefsful, in which he brings home a leafh of hares to 
be potted by his wife- 
After a few days I pretended to want books, 
but my lady foon told me that none of her books 
would fuit my tafte j for her part flie never loved 
to fee young women give their' minds to fuch fol- 
lies, by which they would only learn to ufe hard 
words ; fhe bred up her daughters to underftand a 
houfe, and whoever fhould marry them, if they 
knew any'thing of good cookery, would never re- 
pent it. 

There are, however, fome. things in the culi- 
nary fciences too fublime for youthful intellects, 
myfteries into which they muft not be initiated 
till the years of ferious maturity, and which are 
referred to the day of marriage, as the fupreme 
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qualification for connubial life. She makes an 
orange pudding, which is the envy of all the 
neighbourhood, and which (he has, hitherto found 
means of mixing and baking with fuch fecrecy, 
that the ingredient to which it owes its flavour 
has never been difcovered. She, indeed, condu£b 
this great affair with all the caution that human 
policy can fuggeft. It is never known before- 
hand when this pudding will be produced; flie 
takes the ingredients privately into her own clofet, 
employs her maids and daughters in different parts 
of the houfe, orders the oven to be heated for a 
pie, and places the pudding in it with her own 
hands, the mouth of die oven is then flopped; and 
all enquiries are vain. 

The compofition of the pudding (he has, how- 
ever, promifed Clarinda, that if (he pleafes her 
in marriage, fhe (hall be told without referve. 
But the art of making Engtilh capers fhe has not 
yet perfuaded herfelf to difcover, but feems re- 
folved that fecret (hall perifh with her, as fome 
alchymifts have obftinately fuppreffed the art of 
tranfmuting metals. 

I once ventured to lay my fingers on her bdbk 
of receipts, which (he left upon the table, hav- 
ing intelligence that a veffel of goofeberry wine 
had burtt the hoops. But though the import- 
ance of the event fufliciently engrofled her care, 
to prevent any recollection of the danger to which 
her fecrets were expofed, I was not able to make 
ufe of the golden moments ; for this treafure of 
hereditary knowledge was fo well concealed by the 
manner of fpelling ufed by her grandmother, her 
mother, and herfelf, that I was totally unable to 
wnderftand it, and loft the opportunity of con- 
futing 
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fulting the oracle, for want of knowing the lan~ 
guage in which its anfwers were returned. 

It is, indeed, neceflary, if I have any regarcj 
to her ladyfhip's efteera, that I fliould apply my- 
felf to fome of thefe economical accompUfhmentsj 
for I overheard her, two days ago, warning her 
daughters, by my mournful example, againftjie- 
gligence of paltry, and ignorance in carving : for 
you faw, faid (he, that, with all her pretenfions to 
knowledge, fhe turned the partridge the wrong 
way when fhe attempted to cut it, and, I believe^ 
fcarcely knows the difference between pafte raifed, 
and pafte in a difh. 

The reafon, Mr. Rambler, why I have laid 
Lady Buftle's character before you, is a defire to 
he informed whether, in your opinion, it is wor- 
thy of imitation, and whether I fhall throw away 
the books which I have hitherto thought it my 
duty to read, for the lady's clofet opened, the com- 
plete fervant maid, and the court cook, and refigo 
all curiofity after right and wrong, for the art of 
fcalding damafcenes without burfting them, and 
preferring the whitenefe of pickled mufhrooms. 

Lady Buftle has, indeed, by this incefTarit ap- 
plication to fruits and flowers, contracted her 
cares into a narrow fpace, and fet herfelf free 
from many perplexities with which other minds 
are difturbed. She has no curiofity after the 
events of a war, or the fate of heroes in diftrefe ; 
Jhe can hear, without the leaft emotion, the ra- 
vage of a fire, or devaftations of a ftorm ; her 
neighbours grow rich or poor, come into the 
world or go out of it, without regard, while (he 
is prefling the gelly-bag, or airing the ftore-room 5 
but I cannot perceive that (he is more free from 
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.difquiets than thofe whofe underftandings take a 
wider range. Her marigolds, when they are 
almoft cured, are often fcattered by the wind, - the 
rain fometimes falls upon fruit when it ought to be 
gathered dry. While her artificial wines are fer- 
menting, her whole life is reftleflhefs and anxiety. 
Her fweetmeats are not always bright, and the maid 
fometimes forgets the juft proportions of fait and 
pepper, when venifon is to be baked. Her con- 
serves mould, her wines four, and pickles mother ; 
and, like all the reft of mankind, (he is every day 
mortified with the defeat of her fchemes, and the dis- 
appointment of her hopes. 

With regard to vice and virtue fhe feems a kind 
pf neutral being. She has no crime but luxury, 
nor any virtue but chaftity ; flie has no defire to be 
praifed but for her cookery, nor wifhes any ill to 
the reft of mankind, but thfit whenever they afpire 
to a feaft, their cuftards may be wheyifh, and their 
pie-crufts tough. 

I am now very impatient to know whether I 
am to look on thefe ladies as the great patterns of 
our fex, and to confider conferves and pickles as the 
bufinefs of my life j whether the ceniures which I 
now fufFer be juft, and whether the brewers of 
wines, and the diftillers of wafhes, have a right to ' 
look with infolence on the weakness of 

QORNEUA. 
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Numb. 52. Saturday, Sept. .15, 1750. 



-Quti'mficnti Thcfeius beros 



Sifte modum, dixit, neque enim fortune quertnda 

Sola tua eft, f miles aliorum refpice cafus, 

Mitiui ifta feres. OVID* 

How oft in vain the fon of Tbefeus faid, 
The ftormy farrows be with patience laid ; 
Nor are thy fortunes to be wept alone j 
Weigh other's woes, and learn to bear thy own. 

Catcott. 

AMONG the various methods of confola- 
tion, to which the miferies infeparable from 
our prefent ftate have given occafion, it has been, 
as I have already remarked, recommended by fome 
writers to put the fufferer in mind of heavier prefl- 
ures, and more excruoiating calamities, than th'ofe 
of which he has himfelfr reafon to complain. 

This has, in all ages, been directed and prac- 
tifed ; and, in conformity to this cuftom, Lipfius, 
the great modern mafter of the Stoick philofophy, 
has; in his celebrated treatife onjieadinefs of mind, 
endeavoured to fortify the breaft againft too much 
fenfibility of misfortune, by enumerating the evils 
which have in former ages fallen upon the world, 
the devaftation of wide-extended regions, the fack 
of- cities, and maflacre of nations. And the com- 
mon voice of the multitude uninftrucTed by precept, 
and unprejudiced by authority, which, in queftions 
that relate to the heart of man, is, in my opinion, 
more decifive than the learning of Lipfius, feems to 
juftify the efficacy of this procedure ; for one of the 
firft comforts which one neighbour adminifters to 
another, is a relation of the like infelicity, com- 
bined with circumftances of greater bitternefe- 

But 
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But this medicine of the mind is like many re* 
anedies applied to the body, of which, though we 
•fee the effe&s, we are unacquainted with the man- 
ner of operation., and of which, therefore, fome, 
who are unwilling to fuppofe any thing out of the 
reach of their own fogacity, have been inclined to 
doubt whether they have really thofe virtues for 
which they are celebrated, and' whether their repu*. 
tation is not the mere gift of fancy, prejudice, ani 
credulity. 

Confolation, or comfort, are words which, in 
their proper acceptation, fignify fome alleviation of 
that pain to which it is not in our power to afford 
the proper and adequate remedy ; they imply 
rather an augmentation of the power of bearing, 
than a diminution of the burthen. A prifoner is 
relieved by him that fets him at liberty, but re- 
ceives comfort from fuch as fuggeft confederations 
by which he is made patient under the inconve- 
nience of confinement. To that grief which arifesy 
from a great lofs, he only brings the true remedy, 
who makes his friend's condition the fame as be- 
fore ; but he may be properly termed a comforter, 
who by perfuafion extenuates the pain of poverf y, 
and (hews, in the ftyle of He/tod, that half is more 
than the whole. 

It is, perhaps, not immediately obvious, how it 
can lull the memory of misfortune, ox appeafe the 
throbbings of anguifh, to hear that others are more 
miserable; otliers, perhaps, unknown or wholly 
indifferent whofe profperity raifes no envy, and 
whofe fall can gratify no refentment. Some topicks 
of comfort arifing, like that which gave hope and 
fpirit to the captive of Sefoftris, from the perpe- 
tual viciiEtudes of life, and mutahility of human 
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affairs, may as properly raifc tbe deje&ed as de- j 
prds die proud, and have an immediate tendency \ 
to exhilarate and revive. But how can it avail the • 
man who languiihes in the gloom of (brrow, with- ■ 1 
out profpeffc of emerging into the funfhine of 
cheeriulnefs, to hear that others are funk yet 
deeper in die dungeon of mifery, (hackled with 
heavier chains, and furrounded with darker defpe- 
ration? 

The folace arifing from this confideration feems 
indeed the weakeft of all others, and is perhaps 
never properly applied, but in cafes where there is 
no place for reflections of more fpeedy and pleafing 
efficacy. But even from fuch calamities life is 
by no means free; a thoufand ills incurable, a 
thoufand lodes irreparable, a thoufand difficulties 
infurmountable, are known, or will be known, by 
all the fons of men. Native deformity cannot be 
rectified, a dead friend canot return, and the hours 
of youth trifled away in folly, or loft in ficknefs, 
cannot be reftored. 

Under the oppreffion of fuch melancholy, it has 
been found ufeful to take a furvey of the world, to 
contemplate the various fcenes of diftrefs in which 
mankind are ftruggling round^ us, and acquaint 
ourfelves with the terribiles vifu forma, the various 
fliapes of mifery, which make havock of terreftrial 
happinefs, range all corners almoft without reftraint, 
trample down our hopes at the hour of harveft, and, 
when we have built our fchemes to the top, ruin 
their foundations. 

The firft effect of this meditation is, that it fur- 
nifties a new employment for the mind, and en- 
gages the paffions on remoter objects j as kings 
have fometimes freed themfelves from a fubje£t 
1 too 



Digitized by 



Googk 



N°5*. THE RAMBLER. 315 

too haughty to be governed and too powerful to 
be cruQied, by pofting him in a diftant pro- 
vince, till his popularity has fubfided, or his pride 
been reprefled. The attention is diffipatcd by, 
variety, and afts more weakly upon any fingle 
part, as that torrent may be drawn oft' to different 
channels, which, pouring down in one collected 
body, cannot be refitted. This fpecies of comfort 
is, therefore, unavailing in fevenr paroxyfms of 
corporal pain, when the mind is every inftant called 
back to mifery, and in the firft fhock of any fud- 
den evil $ but will certainly be of ufe againft en- 
croaching melancholy, and a fettled habit of gloomy 
thoughts. 

It is further advantageous, as it fupplies us with 
opportunities of making comparifons in our own- 
favour. We know that very little of the pain, or 
pleafure, which does not begin and end in our fenfes, 
is otherwife than relative ; we are rich or poor* 
great or little, in proportion to the number that ex- 
cel us, or fall beneath us, in any of thefe refpecTs; 
and therefore, a man, whofe uneafinefe afifes from 
reflexion on any misfortune that throws him below 
thofe with whom he was once equal, is comforted 
by finding that he is not yet loweft. 

There is another kind of comparifon, lefs tend- 
ing towards the vice of envy, very well ifluftrated 
by an old poet, whofe fyftem will not afford many 
reafonable motives to content. ' It is/ fays he, 

* pleafing to look from fliore upon the tumults of 
4 a ftorm, and to fee a fhip ftruggling with the 

* billows ; it. is pleafing, not becaufe the pain, of 

* another can give us delight, but becaufe we have 
6 a ftronger impreffion of the happinefs of fafety.* 
Thus, when we look abroad, and behold the mul- 
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titudcs that are groaning under evils heavier than 
thofe which we have experienced, we fhrink back to 
our own ftate, and inftead of repining that Co much 
muft be felt, learn to rejoice that we have not more 
Co feel. 

By this observation of the miferies of others, 
fortitude is ftrengthened, and the mind brought to 
a more extenfive knowledge of her own powers. 
As the heroes of action catch the flame from one 
another, fo they to whom providence has allotted 
the harder tafk of fuffering with calmnefs and dig- 
nity, may animate themfelves by tfce remembrance 
of thofe evils which have been laid on others, per* 
haps naturally as weak as themfelves,, and bear up 
with vigour and nelbJutbn again{i their wvn op- 
preffions, when they lee it pofiible that wore fevers j 

afflictions may be borne. j 

There is (till another reafoa 'wfcy, to many "j 

minds, the relation of jothor men's infelicity may 
give a lafting and continual zdid. Some, not well 
inftrucTsd in the meafures by which providence 
distributes happioefe^ are perhaps milled by divines, 
who, as Bellarmine makes temporal profperky one 
©f the characters of the true church, have repre- 
fented wealth and eafe as the certain concomitants 
of virtue, and 'the unfailing refult of the divine- 
approbation. Such fufferers are dejected i« their ,| 

misfortunes, not fo much for what they feel, as 
for what they dread j not becaufe they cannot fup- 
f ort the forrows, or endure the wants,* of their pre- \ 

fent condition, but becaufe they canfidcr them as i 

only the beginnings of more (harp and more laft- 
ing\ pains. To thefe mourners it is an afib of the 
higheft charity to reprefent the calamities which, 
not only virtue has fuffered* but virtue has incur- , 
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red ; to inform them that one evidence of a future 
ftate is the uncertainty of any prefent reward for 
goodnefs ; and to remind them, from the higheft 
authority, of the diftrefles and penury of men of . 
whom the world was not worthy. JC 

Numb. 53. Tuesday, Sept. 18, 1750. 

Oii&o rav xlectvvv. Epigram. Vet, 

Hufband thy poflfeflions. 

TH E R E is fcarcely among the evils of human v 
life, any fo generally dreaded as poverty. 
Every other fpecies of mifery, thofe, who are not 
much accuftomed to difturb the prefent moment 
with reflexion, can eafily forget, becaufe it is not 
always forced upon their regard : but it is impoffible 
to pafs a day or an hour in the confluxes of men, 
without feeing how much indigence is expofed to 
contumely, neglect, and infult j and, in its loweft 
ftate, to hunger and nakednefs j to injuries againli 
which every paffion is in arms, and to wants which 
nature cannot fuftain. 

Againft other evils the heart is often hardened by 
true or by falfe notions of dignity and reputation : 
thus we fee dangers of every kind faced with wil- 
lingnefs, becaufe bravery, in a good or bad caufe, 
is never without its encomiafts and admirers. But 
in the -profpecl of poverty, there is nothing but 
gloom and melancholy 5 the mind and body fuffer 
together j its miferies bring no alleviations ; it is a 
ftate in which every virtue is obfeured, and in 
which no conduct can avoid reproach ; a ftate ia 
P 3 which 
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which cheerfulnefe is infallibility, and dejecVion ful- 
lenndis, of which the hardfhips are without honour*, 
and the labours without reward. 

Of thcfe calamities there. feems not to be want- 
ing a general conviction ; we hear on. every fide 
the noife of trade, and fee the ftreets thronged with- ) 
numberlcfs multitudes, whofe feces are clouded V 
-with anxiety, and whofe fteps are hurried by pre- !; 

cipitation, -from no otlier motive than the. hope of : 
gain ; and the Whole world is put in motion, by 
the defire vf that wealth, which is chiefly to be jj 

valued, as it fecures.us fr6m poverty; for it is 
more ufeful for defence than acquifition, and is 
not fo much able to procure good as to exclude 
evil. 

Yet there are always fome-whofe paflions or fol- 
Ees lead them to a conduct oppoftte to the general- 
maxims and practice of mankind ; fome who feem 
to rufh upon poverty, with the fame eagernefs with 
which others avoid it ; who fee their revenues 
hourly leffened, and the efiates which they inherit 
From their anceftors mouldering away, without re- 
folutionto change their courfe of life ; who perfevere 
againft all remonftrances, and go forward with full- 
career, though they fee before them the precipice 
.of deftru&ion. 

It is not my purpcfe, in this paper, to expoftu- 
latewith fuch as ruin their fortunes by.expenfive 
fchemes of buildings and gardens, which they 
carry on with the fame vanity that prompted them 
to begin, chufing, as it happens in a thoufand other 
cafes, the remote evil before the lighter, and defer- 
ring the fliame of repentance till they incur the. 
miferies of diftrefs. Thofe for whom J intend my 
prefent admonitions, are the thoughtleis^ the ne- 
gligent, 
5 
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gligent, and the diflblute ; who having, by the vici- 
oufnefe of their own inclinations, or the Induce- 
ments .of alluring companions, been engaged in 
. habits of expence, and accuftomed to move in a 
certain round of pleafures difproportioned to their * 
condition, are without .power to extricate them- 
felves irom the inchantments of cuftomj avoid 
thought becaufe they know, it will be painful, and 
continue, from day to day, and from month to 
month, to anticipate their revenues, and fink 
every hour deeper into the gulphs of ufury and 
extortion. 

This folly has lefs claim to pity, becaufe it can- 
not be imputed to the vehemence of fudden paf- 
fion ; nor can the mifchief which it produces be 
extenuated as the effe& of any fingle acl:, which 
rage, or defire, might execute before there could be 
time for an appeal to reafon. Thefe men are ad- 
vancing towards mifcry by foft approaches, and 
deftroyihg themfelves, not by the violence of a blow, 
which, when once given, can never be recalled, 
but by a flow poifon,, hourly repeated, and obfti- 
nately continued. 

This conduft is fo abfurd when it is examined 
by the unprejudiced eye of rational judgment, that 
nothing but experience could : evince its poflibility ; 
yet, abfurd as it is, the fudden fall offome families, 
and the fudden rife of others, prove it to be com- 
mon ; and every year fees many wretches reduced 
to contempt and want, by their coftly facrifices to 
pleafure and vanity. 

It is the fate of almoft every pafiion, when it 

has palled the bounds which nature prefcribes, to 

counteraS its own ptirpofe. Too much rage hia- 

' ders the warrior from" circumfpection, too much 

eagerncis 
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cagerncfs of profit hurts the credit of the trader, too 
much ardor takes away from the lover that eafinefe 
of addrefs with which ladies are delighted. Thus 
extravagance, though di&ated by vanity, and in- 
cited by voluptuoufnefs, feldotn procures ultimately 
either applaufe or pleafure. 

If praife be juftly eftimated by the character of 
thofe from whom it is received, little latisfcuSdon 
will be given to the fpendthrift by the encomiums 
. which he purchafes. For who are they that ani- 
mate him in his purfuits, but young men, thought- 
lefs and abandoned like himfelf, unacquainted with 
all on which the wifdom of nations has imprefled 
the ftamp of excellence, and devoid alike of 
knowledge and of virtue ? By whom is* his profu- 
fion praifed, but by wretches who confider him as 
fubfervient to their purpofes, Sirens that entice 
him to (hipwrcck, and Cyclops that are gaping to 
devour him ? 

Every man whofe knowledge, or whofe virtue, 
can give value to his opinion, looks with fcorn, or 
pity, neither of which can afford much gratification 1 
to pride, on him whom the pandars of luxury have ! 
drawn into the circle of their influence, and whom 
he fees parcelled out among the different minifters i 
of folly, and about to he torn to pieces by tailors 
and jockeys, vintners and attornies, who at once jj 
rob and ridicule him, and who are fecretly triumph- ' 
ing over his weaknefs, when they prefent new in- J 
citements to his appetite, and heighten his defires by 
counterfeited apjplaufe. 

; i ; Such is the praife that is purchafed by prodigality. 
'Even when it is yet not discovered to be falfe, it is 
the praife only of thofe whom it is reproachful to 
fcleafe, and whofe fincerity is corrupted by their 

intereftj 
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intereft ; men who live by the riots which they en- 
courage, and who know that whenever their pupil 
grows wife, they (hall lofe their power. Yet with 
fuch flatteries, if they could laft, might the cravings 
of vanity, which is feldom very delicate, be fatis- 
fied ; but the time is always haftening forward when 
this triurtiph, poor as it is, fhall vanifli, and when 
thofe who now furround them with obfequiouihefs 
and compliments, fawn among his equipage, and 
animate his riots, fhall turn upon him with info- 
lence, and reproach him with the vices promoted 
by themfelves. 

And as little pretenfions has the .man, who fquan- 
ders his eftate, by vain or vicious expences^ to 
greater degrees of pleafure than are obtained by 
others. To make any happinefs ftneere it is necef- 
fery that wc believe it to be lafting ; fince whatever 
we ftippofe ©tirfelves in danger of lofing, muft be. 
enjoyed with foltcitude and uneafujefe, and the more 
value we fet upon it, the more muft the prefent 
pofleffion be imbktered. How can he then be en- 
vied for his felicity, who knows that its continuance 
cannot be expeSed, and who is confeious that a 
very fliort time will give him up to the gripe of po- 
verty, which will be harder to be borne, as he ha* 
given way to more excefles, wantoned in greater 
abundance, and indulged his appetites with more 
profufenefs ? 

It appears evident that frugality is neceflary even 
to complete the pleafure of expence ; for it may be 
generally remarked >f thofe who fquander what 
they know their fortune not fufficient to allow, that 
in their moft jovial expence, there always breaks 
out fome proof of difcontent and irnpatience j they 
either fcatter with, a kind of wild defperation, and 
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affeSed laviflinefe, as criminals brave the gallows 
when they cannot efcape it, or pay their money 
with a peevHh anxiety, and endeavour at once 
to fpend idly, and to fave meanly : having neither 
firmnefs to deny their paffions, nor Courage to 
gratify them, they murmur at their own enjoy- 
ments, and poifon the bowl of pleafure by reflec- 
tion on the coft. 

Among thefe men there is often the vociferation 
of merriment, but very feldom the tranquillity of 
chcerfulnefe ; they inflame their imaginations to a 
kind of momentary jollity, by the help of wine and 
jiot, and confider it as the firft bufinefc of the night 
to ftupify recollection, and lay that reafon afleep- 
which difturbs their gaiety, and calls upon them to 
retreat from ruin. 

But this poor broken fatisfa&ion is of (hort con- 
tinuance, and muft be expiated by a long feries 
of mifery and regret. In a fliort time the creditor 
grows impatient, the laft acre is fold, the paffions 
and appetites ftill continue their tyranny, with in- 
ceflant calls for their ufual gratifications, and the 
remainder of life pafles away in vain repentance, or 
impotent defire. 



END of the FIRST VOLUME. 
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Folio, 4!. 10 s. 

A Dictionary of the Englifh Language, abflracled 
from the Folio Edition, by the Author, Samuel 
Johnson, A. M. To which is prefixed, a Grammar 
«f the Englifh Tongue. 2 Vols. 6th Edition, xos. 
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